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Out lontrtbutots,
UNLOAD THE GENERAL ASSEMi

nv KNOXONIAN.

In a former paper we stated that an avezý
Assembly devotes about sixty bours to the actua'
the Cburch. Counting closcly, there are not si
bours if the Assembiy meets on Wednesday
adjourns on Thursday of the foliowing weck. L
bowever, be put at sixty bours. Comparing ti
work to ho dont in these bours with the ami
Parliament in sixty hours, in tht iaw courts
length of time, and remombering that four hundi
a rigbt to take part in the proceedings, will any
head on hlm say that sixty bours are enough ?

Four hundred men trying to do the Assemi
Cburcb like this one in sixty hours, is like tryir
numbor ton foot into a number five boot with
Tht thing cannot be dont without friction.

Tht seeming iength or sbortncss of time depi
on what you are doing or suflering as the timo p-
bours without food or without sleep would see
century. Sixty hours waiting at a raitway stati
during which you arc compellcd to sit at the b
a lot of fellows wbo use bad language and smoke
would seem tike a life time. If a dentist opoi
mouth for sixty hours the time would seem quite
bours spent in tht company of your bost friend al
was settled and the old gentleman had given
passed quickly enougb. Whctber tbat length ol
or short depends entirely on bow you are engai
you bave to do. Now the point is that sixi
entirely too short for four bundred men to do
our Gèneral Assembly, and do it with a reasoi
of dignity and doiberation.

On the morning of tht day before adjournmei
seventy items of business to dispose of. A Gent
day bas eigbt and one-baîf hours, witbout inclui
spent ia reading minutes and in devotion
Seventy items of business in seventeen hours i

each fourteen minutes ! And be it rcmem'oore
these seventy items were the Report on Sabi
tht Reports of tht Committet on Summer
Statistical and Financial Report> tht Report or
and Orpbans' Fund, the Report on Systematic
an overture on termi inductions, an overture on
representation in the Assembly, a numberc
important mattors, and that estimable lady1
, ife's sister. Tht idea of putting business 11ke
at the rate of an item every fourteen minutes
tiat the absurdity stands out clearly witbout ar

If any reasonable man tbinks that the As
congested with business lot hîm take up the doc
and divide the number of items into sixty.

SOME BAD EFFEC US.

This congestion produces some bad effects.
is disorder. A large number of people tryir
than thero is tinie to do atways produces mc;
order. Hurry necessarily makes conffzsion.
always speed. Four bundred ministers and
try to do things quickly and do tbemn in an ordg
was amusing to watcb tht Assembly put on a
to 'get on quickly. Tht mort it burried the less
or five men trying to speak or movo resolutions
do anything but make a noise.

There can be no reasonabît doubt that tl
tht Supreme Court is considerably iessened b
wbich it 15 sometimes compellcd to do business
mon acting in a burried, excitable way nover
same influence as a body acting in a catm, dig
way. There sbould be a markcd differer,
supreme ecclesiasticat, court and a public mt
difference is not always so apparent in the Assi
people not chronic sticklors for dignity would li

There is also a painful uncer/ainty about
tbey are arrived at without due deliberation.
dict " is easily got even ia a General Assemi
bers are impatient. Four hundrtd mon tri
much make mistakes much mort readily ti

dozen reforms or adjustmnents that are needed. Men, we
believe, are ready to lay plans of working before the Cburch,

- for the Churcb bas neyer lacked men to do any kind of work

IBL Y tbe Master required, but who would care to bring any new
legislation before tbe Assembly in its present condition.
The most important work may be put on or under tbe table

rage Gneral in five minutes and tbe man wbo worked at it for a year may
ageGenral fail to get a bearing. There 15 50 much to do tbat littie is

al business Of donc, and in the confusion caused so often by doing tbe
ixt? working littie, the Assemnbly sometimes fails to distinguish bct%*cen
1evening and the less important and tbe vital, or between a worker like
Let the time, Dr. Robertson and a chronic Genorat Assembly bore. How
:he amount of many times have changes been mada in tbe Ontario Munici-
ount donc in pal System since Robert Baidwinl deviscd it? Baldwin
in the same would scarccly know bis municipal offspring if be rose from

-cd men bave the grave. H ow many times bave the school laws of Ontario
y man with a been cbanged since Dr. Ryerson framcd tbem ? They are

bcing improved cvery ycar. Our Cburcb machinery should
bly work of a be improved cvcry year, but there is not mucb cbance to
ýng to drive a improve it at the rate of an important item of business for
a pile driver. cach fourteen minutes.

iends entirely SGETOS

asses. Sixty Various remedies are suggcsted by wbich the Asscmbiy

em aîmost a may ho in part unloadcd.
ion in winter, i. Is tbcre any reason why a considerable amount of the

big stove with business that now cornes before the Assembiy should not be

bdtbcco transferrcd to the Synods? These intermediate courts are
ratdon your not congcsted with business. Why not give tbem more to
ion g. Sixt ur do and rolieve the pressure on the Supreme Court. There

fer tong affair may be constitutionai reasons wby much relief cannot be

n bis consent found in this direction but we neyer heard anybody say

f time is long cxactly wbat it is. Anyway many questions if not finally dis-

.ged and what posed of in the Synods could be 50 tbresbed out there that

ty bours arc tittie timo need be spent over thcm in the Assembly.

o the work of 2. Loet Presbyteries stop sending up overtures on overy

nable amount conceivable kind of subject. Some Prcsbyteries have iittle
to do and can easily give tbcmscives to the incubation of

ent there werc overtures. Time spent in devotional exorcises and in con-

ýeral Assembly ference on vital matters might be more aseful than time

iding !lie time devoted to batching overtures that must be put under or

nal exercises. on the table.
or an item for 3. Lot the work donc by special committeos stand unicss

ed that among there is some vory good reason for ovor-bauling it. Where

bath Schools, is the sense of appointing a committoe to investigate and

Sessions, the report on some matter and thon spcnding the time of the

n the Widows' Assembly in tcaring thoir report to pieces. If the matter

rBeneficence, was not ont that should ho referred to a committee, don't

àreduction of refer it. Presumabiy the members of the committee were

of otber-most capable mcn ; if not why were tbcy appointed ? Presumnably

the deceased they did their work wcll an'd knew more about tbe matter

:e this througb tbey bad in charge than mon who nover gave it a momenit's

is so absurd examination. Then why not accept their work and bo donc

ýny comments. witb it. Is it business like, is it rational to appoint mon to

s yi not do work in order to save time and thon spend tîmo in

ceasprintod undoing what tbcy have donc ? The insane suspicion many
members bave of commWittees of thoir own cboosing leads to
much waste of time.

4. Lot the Moderator if not an expert in procedure have
Ont of these an expert beside bim wbose duty it will be to decido points

r.g to do morc of order and let tho Moderator rule with firmness as well as
Dre or less dis- with good natured politenoss.

Haste is not 5. Lot d'gression as woli as length be a reason why a
1eiders cannot speaker should be Ilpulled up " politclv, not by an impatient
Lerty way. It court kicking but in an orderly way by the Moderator. To
t spurt and try speak miles away from a question is just as bad as to spcak
;s it did. Four too long.
at once rarely 6. In questions that require sustained d ebato let the

parties interested arrange informaiiy the speeches and replies
th influence of and lot mon wbo are in the arrangement thoroughly prepare
by the mode in themselves. 0f course some meinbcrs of Assembly would
s. A body of kick at any arrangement, but the arrangement could bc made
r can bave tho quiotly and the Ilkickers"» could have their say at the clise
gnified, judicial of thtecithate.
ace between a 7. Lot every member of Asscmbly educate himsolf int
eeting. That making a distinction bctwoen a little mattor of routine qnd
iombly as some great questions that involve the progross, pcrbaps the vcry
ike to sot it. life of the Church. A world of trouble and much procious
t results wben time migbt ho saved in this way. The iongth of time taken

A I'snap ver- at somne smalt matters is almost enougyh to make a man an

b it can grapple good people of the town. To tht Doctor's large-bearted bos-
nery to tht new pitality not"even the entertaining of sixty or se';tnty'mission.
w country. It aries seoms to be a great thing. Tht meeting this year was
mention haîf a marked byltbe format making over for tht use of'tht'Union
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of a tabernaclq just built by the Doctor on the grotinds Of
the Sanitarium, a beautiful building, seating several hundred
people. The proceedings opened by a recognition meetinlg,
in which each representative spoke brie fly, by way of intrO:
ducing the person and his or ber work on the foreign field*
A remarkable number of men-and we must add of woln
-of exceptional ability were present. One naturally ma-eS
mention first of that veteran missionary college presideiat,
and, one migbt add, statesman as well, the Rev. Dr. CYrus
Hamlin, late President of Roberts College, Constantinople,
who, when many years ago required by the American Board

to give up the educational work on wbich he had' set bis
beart, resigned bis connection with them, went to work and
earned the money to establish and carry on Roberts ColUeget
by running a Government bakery for the supply of the Sut'
tan's troops, and after some years not only succeeded ini
making that college one of the first institutions in the Ea5t,
but in making money out of bis work, over and above ex,

penses> to the amount of $3o,oeo, wbich he thon presented
as a token of good-will to the Board from wbicb, thrOUgh
diflerence of opinion as to mission policy, he had separated
himself. The Doctor is now eighty years oid, but might pass
for sixty-five, and spoke with a power tK3it many a youi2ger
man might envy.

Dr. Samuel Jessup, of Beyrout, Syria, gave us a verY
vivid and impressive account of tbe work of the Amnericani
Preshyterian Church in Syria, especially through the mne-
dium of the Arabic press of the mission, from which go
forth annuaily millions of pages of the Scriptures not onl'? tO
the occupied mission fields, but also in response to a steady
demand into the unoccupied interior of the Soudan and the
Sabara desert. The Rev. Mr. Roberts, of the American
Baptist Mission to Burmah, gave us a thrilling account of bis
labours and sufferings in estabiisbing a mission to the wild
robber Shans to the nortb of British Burmah ; white the w0-
man's side of that work was nobly represented by Mrs. Mi%,
of the same mission, who is at present in this countrv carry*
ing through the press the first translation of the Scriptures
into Shan, as made by bier busband, a missionaryswf b
may elb ntnefoth benefit of tbose wbo imagine
that only an unmarried wornan can be of much use on the
mission field.

But to go through an account of the many meetings of tbe

Union and refer to evcry one wbo well meritcd mentiofl
would be to f111 a considerable part of tbis paper. 1 will
close with a story told us by the Rev. Mr. Richards, founder
of a young mission to Musbongo land on the Upper Zain-
besi. He presented bis case and bis object as a teacher of'
the Christian religion- to the barbarian king, who asked
bim :" Is this a religion wbich will make people better. and
bad people good? " IIYes." "' Is this a religion wbich is
good for the otber world too? " IlYes." "And is it certainl
that I will go to tbat other world of bappiness if 1 obey this
book ? Iles." IlAnd will 1 be a king there? 'lIlIntO
tbat land ail wbo go are crowne4 1t'lTbe king was satisfied
and gave him full permission to teach him and bis people, onlY
asking last of ail the question so often asked by the heathen:*
IIf ail tbese things are as you say, what is the reason that

none of you people who had tbis book told us of tbese tbings
before ?" And the Church of Christ bas that question before
ber to-day ! Can sho give an excuse if sbe fait in this pres-
cnt generation to tell every tribe and tongue upon the earth
these tbings ? S. H. KELLOGG.

JERUSALEM RE VIVINO.

PART VI.-CONTINUED.

CONSULTATION WITH A RABBI.

On the 6th, Rabbi josepb, wbo is a frequent visitor,
called, and I spoke to him of the intended visit to the chief
rabbis. Ho approved of it, but thought it wisest to defer
asktng thema to ofier up the special prayer tilt I could an-

nounce to them positivcly that the Christian Churches had
set apart tbat day for special prayer for the Jews.

ISAAC THE STUDENT.
Isaac tbeJaf Gose tudentf ,oewas esnt tti+ osl

On the 7th I started to visit the chief rabbis accompanied
by Isaac. We called flrst on the Sephardi (Spanisb), whose
bouse stands on the dectivities of Moriah-the temple moIJPt.
He is the only chief rabbi' officially recognized by the Turk-

L ish Government as the judiciai and ecclesiastical hcad of the


