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Chnst’s Fu'st erac!e.
John 11., 1-11 Memory verse,. i1

(iolden Text.

i, 11 :
' ﬁome Readmgs

M John.. 11., 1-11.—Christ's first mha.cle
T. Mark vii., 1-9.—Customs ' of purifying.
W..Luke vii., 16-23 —era:clw.. proofs of au-
. - thority. = .

Th. John x., 31-42.—Evidence of divinity.
¥. Luke niv '13-18, 25-32.—Good oompa.ny.
8. Rev. iil,, 14-22 —A visitor. -

S. John xvi., 26-33.—Do ye now believe"

The Story.

. Three days after -the calling of the first
dlsciplcs, Jesus and his followers arrived in
Cana  in Galilee, about nine miles north-east
of Nazareth, where there was a wedding-
feast being held Mary, the mother of Jesus,
was already there, and J esus and his friends
were invited also.

It was probably a.very humble household
and the young bridegroom had not provzded
sufficient wine for the feast. Mary told

-. Jesus that more wine was needed expecting-
But Jesus.

that he would help in some way.
with infinite love-and tenderness signified to
Mary that she must no longeriseek to exer-

cise ‘a mother's authority over him, for the

hour is-about to come. when he shall prove
himself the Son of God.. ' And Mary, pained
by the thought of separation, yot blessed by
the loving tenderness of the Son’of man,
turns to the servants with ove'rﬂowmg heart
and bids tham do whatsoever Jesus shall tell
them :

- Now there stood at the door six’ common

stone jars for water used for washing '_‘t,hese'

held- twenty ‘or thirty gallons cach.. "Jesus
told" the’ servants 'to fill them mth wa.ﬁer

‘and they flled them up to the. brim. Amd “beé~
‘hold, the water was ‘becomé wine.”

,w'ho tasted . it with pleasure aud wonder
that there could be such good wine ‘left.

But the servants who had drawn the water
knew who had turned it into wine, and the
disciples saw *in this first miracle fhe mani-
festing of .God’s glory in his Son and they
believed on him.

Lesson Hymn. ,

 How.-welcome was the call,

And sweet the festal lay, .
When Jesus deigned in Cana’s: ball,
. To bless the marriage day.

» And happy was the bride,

And glad the bridegroom’s heart, P

‘'For He who tarried at their side,
Bade grief and ill depart

) His gracmus power dlvme,
The water-vessels knew;

- And plenteous was the mystic wine, .
The wondering servanis drew. o

O Lord of life and love,

‘Come Thou again to-day;

And brmg a blessing .from above,
That ne’er shall pass away.

~—Hynins A. and M.

o Suggestions. .
Marv did not appeal to our Lord for a

P miraole but most likely she was accustomed.

_to- receiving the aid of his quick thought
and judgment in all matters, and calling him
a)ide she .informed him of. this difficulty
which to the Oriental lovers of hospitality
* would seem a real calamity.

Thoe term ‘woman’ was one of respect and.

honor, from henceforth Mary. must under-
stand ‘that she stands to Christ only in’'the
wame relation' as do all other women who
love him - (Matt, xii., 50). As well might a
man- worship his own good mother as to
“worship the mother of Jesus. " For.our Lord
 himself sald” that it was more blessed to
“hear the word of God and to obey it than to
have had. the great honor that Mary had
had. , (Luke xi., 27, 28.) -

"Whatsoever he saith unto you,

‘And his’ diseiples believed on him.’ —-J'ohn

CAt
Jesus’ bidding the servants carried the’ new .
wine to the steward or master of the feast

do it

RO ‘Thxs camma.nd has been quamtly termed the~
- .‘gospel: aceording. to  Mary.
" ignorantly worship Mary as God ‘would only -

‘obey this, heronly recorded command, they

§ - would study the bible to find out the- will of

the Lord, and with the study Would come

-~ ;kn.owledge and peace.

'The ™ water-pots were common tlungs in

" every- day use, but.Christ used them, and
through them manifested his glory. Christ -
can still use the common every day thmgs'

end manifest his. glorythrough us.
The wine that Jesus made was the pure

fresh juice of.the grape.
suppose that the Lord of life would give his

‘friends, poison to drink in the sharpe of fer-

mented’ wine, than. we can suppose that he
would give them decayed meat. St. Augus-

A . tine pointed out that every year God f.urned

the spring and summer rains into the rich
purple. juice of the autumn grape-—the:-same
‘miracle as was performed so suddenly at
Clana. But God ‘has no more to do with the
fermentation and decay of grapes.than with
that of any other fruit or veget,abie.

- The Bxble Class
‘Ma.rrxage-—Matt xx1i 2-13 30 Isa, lxn,

2-4; 1iv., 5: Rov. xix., T-9.

‘Mother-——Deub v.,, 16: Psa, xxviL., 10:
Prov. 1., 8: Isa. lxvi.,, 13: Matt. x,, 37 Mark
x., 29, 30.

‘Wha.tsoever-——Gal vi., 7: Jobn xiv,, 13:
Phil. iv., 8: Col. iii., 1723 1, Cor. x,, 311
John iii., 22; v., 4. -

‘Water 'John iii,, 5; iv.. 10-15: Iph. v.,
26, 37 1. John v,; 6 8: Rev. vix., 17, xxii.,
i1

‘Servants’—Psa. xxx1v 22 Matt, xxhi., 11,
xxv., 21: Eph. vi,, 5 62 Phn. ii,, 5-9.

Questlons.

1. What dxsciples a.coompamed Jesus to_

Cana?

2. Why did Jesus not a,ddre>s Mary as
. (Dr Kltteredge in ‘Sunday School Times. ")

3. What '.command dia Mary give thie
‘ servants" :

moéher ?

4. 'Whakt. miracle dld .Tesus the;n perform"
5 What ‘effect had thls mu'acl b

. “4 1. GAMERON:
; Jesus ‘dttended a mdrriage “feast, and thus

honored- innocent mlrth Verses 1 2: ]’r(’lcsr

iii., 12..

3 esus without the wine is inﬁnitely better'

than the wins without Jesus: ' Verse 3.
Obedience is the test of d:sc:ple..hap.
VPNGS 4-8.°

‘Wine made entirely of water will ncxther;
intoxicate or nauseate. Verses 9, 10. PN
. Jesus’ first miracle was a wonderful exhi- -
bition of his glory, and increased his- dis-

ciples’ faith. Verse 1L
- C. E Topic.
Where am I going? Psa.. exix., 57-64,
Junior C. E.

What -Iéssons can ‘we learn from; Chnst’
boyhood" Laulke ii., 40-52.

Personal Appeals To Scholars
In . well- 6rga.nize1 Sunddy-schools ‘con-

nected with churches, a large percentage of -

those uniting with the. church on confession

of their faith, are from the Sunday-school..
But more scholars might he brought to con-

fess . Christ, if teachers would talk ito them
plainly and faithfully about this duty. There
are teachers who, .inscharge of classes for
years, have never préssed -the matter of de-
cision for Christ upon their scholars. A

ncteworthy illustration ef this was given by
the late William Reynolds, who used ‘to teil
the following story concerning himnself. One
Sunday a strange minister conducted ser-
vice -at the church attended by Mr. Rey-
nolds. 'The minister said to him, ‘Are you a
Sunday-school teacher? ‘Yes; I have a class
of girls’ ‘How lon'v have you taught them?
‘Somoe two years. 'How many of them are
Clmstm,ns"’ - ' ‘do not know. ‘What!’
said the minister, ‘you have had a clasg of

" girls two years, and do not know how many

of them are Christians? .You need to be
prayedfor.’ Then the minister’af once set

about supplying the need by beginning an
-earnest prayer that this teacher might bring .-
his- scholars to Christ: Mr. Reynolds. could -
not - doubt: the appropriateness of .the' peti-

‘If those who*

‘We .can no more .

‘Saviour immediately.

" suecess as" a Sunday-school teacher. "
~first 'is some degr

T HAE MESS E‘ NG E R i

tion," but he thought the manner ‘and: txme,;“
of offering. it ill-judged.-. He said to his wife, . .

‘That man’ takes’ too much interest in my~-
business,’ ‘and: he reported :the “actions . of

‘the strange: minister. .. But’ the’ wife. answer-: -
ed, ‘Don’t you ‘think’ he was about right:?’

Mr Reynolds could. no-t deny thls when his

“wife put the gquestion.’

‘But . the . sirange. mmnster dld ‘not stop.
When another opportunity . offered, he sald,
‘Don’t. you think- you might lea.d ‘some of

your scholars to Christ the very next time
‘you meet . them: in’ class 2!

‘I' don’t. know
that I ‘eould,’” was the somewhaf; unwilling
answer ‘Then you need to be .prayed. for
again.’  Was not ‘this 4 strange minister 7
And forthwith he began an earnest prayer

that this teacher might have faith to believe

that. his scholars could be brought- to the
‘Mr. .Reyuolds ' was

iconivicted. He determmed t0 make- the

‘effort at the first opportunity. He said to

one ‘of. his scholars, ‘Don’t 'you ‘wish to be'.a
Christian?’ . - Teal's sprang. to' the girl's eyes,
showing that. Her heart was touched, and

‘the ‘other girls seemed to be.in a responsive
‘mood, for the answer came,’

‘Oh, ‘Mr. Rey-
nolds' we ‘have been wa.itmg two years" for

you jo ask that question, and wondered why -
. you didp’t ask it before.”

‘It did not take
long to lead .those’ seeking. souls to' the- SAV-

‘ing Christ. It seems strange to us that such

an efficient and conecrated worker as Wil-
liam Reynolds should. have -been two years
in’ lea.rmng that lesson. But have you learn-
ed it in all the years of your Sunday-echool
work ? If a teacher-does not long for the
conversion of his scholars, or if he does not
have faith that they may be converted, and
so teaches for vears without asking this

. straight questlon ‘Are you a Christian? or

¢ Would " 'you not like to be a Christian 7’

‘surely he need not 8o far to - seek. for ‘the -
“-‘reason -of his failure i winmng souls—- .
“Sunday*school Times. ‘ .

S

The Teachers Condntlons.

" There aré two indispensablé’ condxtions to
The

ee: of spiritual experience ;
as o, childiof: ‘God; for, iff we know nothing

" ourselves of the riches of- *race, ‘we certain-

1y cannct teach others concerning’ them, and

. .the. seeond condition is’ a-purpose-.to avail

ourselves ‘of all the means within our reach
of a thorough understandmg of the truths
of each lesson.

Were these condtions insisted upon, the
number of teachers .might be and probably
would be ‘lessened; but the power of the

" Sunday-school .work . would be. greatly ad-
.- vanced, and our schools would:-become more
~than they are to-day,’the:nurseries -of the

‘church.. For the teacher has but ome mis- -
‘sion, and -that missioniis not. to" keep the
class quiet, not to mterest the - scholars so
that they will come- again, but. to edudate

. them in Bible truths, and so to help them to
“‘understand the letter ‘which the' heavenly

Fafther has written for .their spiritual guid-
ance and comfort and strength. .. Therefore
the teacher must first have a clear compre-
hension of the truths hidden in each lesson,

“and this can be gained only as the result
‘of ‘hard study; for the Bible is like a mine,

where the precious ore can be extracted
only by digging down. into the rocky. mount-

-ain. *Such preparation takes time-and :ear-

nest thought, but it pays richly in personal
joy,.as well as in power of-‘ins»tmction‘ AT

Absent Scholars.

I‘o*' keeping up the numbers in a school,
nothing is more important. thaun- lookingv
after the absentees. It will not increase
much, or hold its own, if those who, are: in-
duced to ‘come do not stay in. If a:scholar
is ahsent for two or three Sundays, and no
one seeks to learn why, his inevitable con-
clusion is that it makes no difference. to
teachor, superintendent, or any one else iff
he does stay out. If, however, he gets a visit
from his teacher, or a note of inmm-v from
him expressing the hope that he is not sick,
with a request to let him know, in some way,
if he is, that scholar will have the comfort
of feeling that he is. missed, and in nine
cases out of fen will hasten back There is
a good .deal of human nature.in a child.
Study ‘yeurself if ycu would know. Jhow to

deal with him succ%sﬁully.-—‘ P11gr1m Tea-‘

;ehert . L,

i
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Kmd aals find. a dozen frxends ’before kind
W nhe., get an 1mroduc ion. = ‘Ra.m s. I-Iorn..




