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FRANCE FEARS THAT

Allied Forces Prepare to

- camae— |

. TWO CENTS

GER

AY INVADE SWITZERLAND

Launcl-'; the Greatest Offensive of the War

VIOLATION OF
SWISS NEUTRALTY

France Fears That This
Outrage May Now be
Meditated by Ger-
many

FOE DESPERATE

And Will Stake All Upon;

Any Chance Open to Her

Paris, Jan. 3.—France
fears a dash by the German
armies across neutral Swit-
zerland, in a desperate at-
tempt to turn the French
and Italian lines and relieve
the pressure of the allied
forces on the two fronts.

For months the possibil-

territory has been talked of
in Paris as a possibility. To-
day, in the opinion of an in-
fluential section of the
I'rench press, it has become
a possibility.

THE WOMAN IN
AT THE BRI

dal Which Has
Caused Much
Comment

: London, Jan. 3—An army scandal
involving the exercise of influence
over high officers by a prominent
society woman, is described in the
report of a Court of Inquiry issued
today, and Mrs. Cornwallis-West,
wife of Col. William Cornwallis-
West, and mother of the Princess of
Pless and of the Duchess of West-
minster, is officially severely censur-
ed. 3

The late Sir Arthur Basil Mark-
ham, Liberal memeber of Parlia-
ment for the Mansfield Division of
Nottinghamshire, who died last
August, demanded an inquiry in the
House of Commons into this matter,
and was seconded by Irish members
who declared that a young Irish of-
ficer’s honor. was involved. It has
since developed that the officer was
Lieutenant Patrick DBarrett of the
Welsh Fusiliers.

Completely Exonerated.
According to a statement in the

Germany has called to the:

colors another class of ‘re-
cruits which will reinforce
her active armies by more!
than half a million men.!
With her military forees!
now at their maximum, she
is preparing for her su-!
prenreefforts-of the War.
I‘)u(‘m;'*f):.:porm e

Of one thing France is certain that
under Field Marshal Von Hindenburg
Germany is mustering all her re-
sources fott:a desperates troke.

Having already shown her con-
tempt of treaty rights in her dealings

with one country, Belgium, it is un-| failed

likely that Germany will hesitate at
a similar violation in the case of Swit-
zerland, French writers say.

This view is expressed in La Viec-

House of Commons before recess he
was completely exonerated; his
Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-
Colonel Delme-Radcliffe, was remov-
ed from his command, and General
Sir John Cowans was censured, but
was returned because of his good
work. General Owen Thomas, who
was also concerned, was vindicated.
Barrett was a Sergeant in t(he
Welsh Fusiliers. =€olonel Delme-
Radeliffc and other officgs rycom-
NrenuGd iim 10T 4 cotnamission areé M
1915, and his claims were supported
by Colonel and Mrs. Cornwailis-
West and several prominent civil-
ians.
“Probably
certainly later,”

time, and
the report,

before this
says

Barrett, to which he consistently
to respond. Eventually he
i wrote her in February last a letter
{ of remonstrance, which she p]a(-oﬂ
in the hands of his commanding offi-

cers.”

toira yesterday by Gustave Herve, the
famous Freneh publicist, who devotes:
his leading article to the subject.
Fngland must take over a still
creater portion of the line now held
by the French, M. Herve declares, in
order to free a sufficient body of
I'rench troops to permit the forma-
tion of an “army of manoeuvre,” a
niobile force, whi¢ch will be ready to
reinforece any part of the west front
line menaced by the German attaek.
More Mobilized

M. Herve also points out that Ger-
many has. mahilized. the classes of
1919, giving her 600,000 additional
men, while her ecivil mobilization will
liberate a force variously estimated
at 500,000 to 2,000,000. This force,
while it will be used chiefly for ser-
vice at the rear, will free a corre-
sponding number of troops for the
purposes of the first line.

At what point.will they strike? M.
Herve asks.

Von Hindénburg’s pet objective is
Russia, the artfele continues, but a
grand offensive on this front is out
of the question until April, owing to
the weather econditions.

Saloniki alsg_is a tempting objec-
tive to German eyes, but there is only
one railway line along which the
Teuten foreces could operate.

Austria has been too severely
mauled by Italy to make a direect of-
fensive against -that® country look'
good, while the same thing is true
of the great German fiasco at Verdun.

MEN’'S SW QQ 3R COATS.
Men'’s Sweater ats, in a good
variety of colors, deep roll collar,
$2.50 to $3.00. Values on sale at
1.79. A better line worth $3.50
nd $4.00, are on sale at $2.79. Al-
wst all sizes are represented, but
if you are interested do not delay

E. B. CROMPTON & CO. LTD.

—_

Weather Bulletin
Toronto,
—The  tempera-
ture has become
much lower in the
western provinces
but continues
quite moderate
from Ontario east
ward., Light snow
falls have occur-
red in the Ottawa
Valley = and the
Maritime provin-
ces.
Forecasts
Fair and mild.
Friday — light
; snow or sleet.

Jan. 4.

. | G
FARM LD AT
S0 BAD ARDLND
SAUSALE AND
BUCKWRHEART CAKE

Gen. Cowans Censured

i Barrett was severely censured J¥
‘his commander without the oppor-
i tunity of stating his case. Soon after
that he was transferred to anoth=r
pattalion on the demand of Mrs
Cornwallis-West. General Cowan:,
Iwho aided the Cornwallis-Wasts in
‘Securing Barrett’s transfer, is cen-
sured for interfering with diseiphne
General W. H. Mackinnon, who was
also connected with thé correspond-
ence, is criticized for interfering with
the affairs of the western commani,
but is not disciplined because he has
since retired.

The Court of Inquiry, which cop-
sisted of Field Marshal Sir Wilttari
Nicholson, formerly Chief of Gener-
al Staff, Maj.-General Lord Chejyles-
more, Justice Sir James Richari At-
kin angd the Right Hon./]’)onali Me-
Lean. M.P. for Peebles and Seikirk,
reports regarding Mrs. Cornwaliis-
| West: “We have no doubt that her
5injudicious boasting of the power she
jwielded at the War Office-—— which
was confirmed to an appreciable ex-
tent by the wording of some of Sir
John Cowan’s letters— was caicu-
lated to bring him and the adminis-
tration at the War Office into di ' e-
pute. We feel obliged to record our
opinion that this lady’s knowledge as
revealed in this case has been highly
disereditable both in her behavior to-
wards Second Lieut. Barrett beiore
his letter of the 14th of February, in
her vindictive attempts to injurc him
afterwards, and in the untru‘hfui
evidence she gave before us.

“It appeared in the evidence that
this lady holds positions of some im-
portance in the county of Denbizgh-
shire in various associations of a
public character for assisting war
work. In our opinion it is to he re-
gretted that she should hold such
positions.”

|

TO REPRESENT AUSTRIA.
By Courier Leased Wire.

Geneva, Switzerland, Jan. 4.—via
Paris 5.10 a.m.—The Austrian gov-
ernment has asked Switzerland to
represent Austro-Hungarian

mania. The political

charge d’ affairea nt Jassy to take
charge of the interests of Austro-
Hungarians.

NO FURTHER SALE.
By Courier Leased Wire. ;
Londor, Jan. 4 —Following

hondg in preparation for, the
war loan,
ties announce that t
further sale of treasury
Bank of England.

Report Submitted
Upon Army Scan-

«Mrs. Cornwallig-West began 10. take !
more than an ordinary interest in Mr |

inter- |
ests in the occupied portion of Rou- |
department |
has accordinelv instrueted the Swiss 1

the

suspension of the issue of exchequer
new | pre

ment authori- 1
vy gnverl?ere will be no 'ill while conducting a Sunday school

bills by the |class and died'in a few minutes aged

THE CASE
TISH WAR OFFICE

MANY CERMANS

And for This Reason Hoard
Their Gold Against Any
Eventualities

| S
AN APPEAL

| Made by kGovernment For
All Money to be put
. .
g Into Circulation
SRR

London, Jan. 4.—(New York Sun
cable)—The surprising admission
l/hllt many wealthy Germans are con-
cealing their money, presnmably
against the eventuality of a (ierman
defeat, is made in the following com-
munication from the minister of the
interior at Berlin, which was printed
in all the German papers:

“It is a faet that on November
7ith of last year (1916), $1,625,000-
000 more in cash and negotiable se-
curities were in circulation than in
the middle of July ,1914, just before
:rho war broke out. Of course a con-

siderable part of rthis, is missing
'from the Reichsbank, and has found
its way through our armies into var-
 ious war areas, and it is also true
‘ihut the higher cost of commodities
i higher wages and the inereased num-
"\ er of cash pavments necessitated by
Eth(- war have made return of the
- money to the banks considerably di-
Gicult, especially its returm to ~the
Reichsbank.

“All these canuses do not in them-
selves sufliciently aceount for the in-
creasing withdrawal of money, how-
ever. There appears unfortunately,
to be no other solution than the sup-
position that a large part of the pub-
lic has secretly determined to hoard
i sums of ready money from the larg-
st notes to the smallest coins. Tt
must be pointed out to anyone-who
in ignorance hoards gold and fails to
deliver it to the banks that he- is
sinning greatly against publie we'-
fare. The dangers of such continued
| action are so great that every pat-
lrimic person must now be asked to
i ferret ont this evil” procedure from
house-to-house in the circle of his
friends and acquaintances.”

THE DEFENSE OF
DOBRUCIA ENDED

Russians Have Succeeded in
Removing all Supplies
From Braila

By Courier Leased Wire.

London, Jan. 4—The capture of
Matchin is regarded here as ending
the defense of Dobrudja. The Russ-
jans held the Matchin bridgehead in
order to nrotect Braila from the
rear. Nothing now remains to them
except a narrow strip of land be-
tween marshes which carries the
highway to Braila.

The Germans and Bulgarians are
in a position to push their guns
within eight miles of Braila and it
is assumed that if the invaders cap-
ture the latter town, the Russian
line west of the Danube will be with-
drawn. It is taken for granted that
the prolonged resistance to the Ger-
man advance has enabled the d‘f
fenders to remove the stores of
grain and other material - from

Braila.

Success For
the Russians

_—o—
By Courier Leased Wire.

Petrograd, Fan. 4.—via Lon-
don 2.30 p.m.— (Brifish Admir-
alty ~er Wireless Press)—'The

| eontrere b Russian forces  on
i the Doumanian front of 600
i

prisoners, three cannon and 16
machine .gnns, together ywith
some mine throwers a=nd bomb
mortars, is announced: in to-
day's war office statement. This
quceess resnléad from on T ate
tack o~ hestile nositions on
hoiohts o the south of Botochu
mountain, in the wooded Car-
pathians. ¥

Rev. Robert Brown, ouce & slave
in Maryland and for many years
acher and missionary to the col-
- ored people in Montreal, was taken

87.

FEAR DEFEAT

GREATEST BATTLE
OF WAR COMING

Allied Forces Prepare For
Irresistible Drive.as.An-...
swer to Germany
S

Times cable)—While
talk is flying back and forth
over the wires, both belliger-
ents are girding themselves for
the greatest fighting yet. The
talk from Berlin of war to the
knife, will be met by an allied
counter stroke. which wiil make
even the unparelleled effort of
the last two and a half years
seem feeble by comparison.

SN

General Haig’s report, redueing to
the simplest terms the battle of the
Somme, is a preparation of the pub-
lic mind for what is to come with
fightable weather. His statement
that half the German army was en-
gaged from July to November with
thoroughly demoralizing resulis to
the enemy reconciles the country to
pouring its life and resources with-
out stint into further effort. Man
power and fighting tackle are being
piled- up mountain high back of the
Somme lines. The government and
people now trust Haig, and will back
him to the kmit. His ecall Por =z
strengthening of the aeroplans arm
received instant response in ending
the government hesitation about me-
thods and hastening the appointment
of Lord Cowdray.
Feverish epmpetition in invention
and contributien in this field have
placed air swWpremaecy first on, one
side and then-en ilig other, I'or some
‘mouths -it vested” with the fntente,
but its passing to the Teutons was
qne of the counts in the indictment
against the Asquith Administration
ftaly Fights On
Rome, Jan. 4.——(New York Times
cable)— Notwithstanding the ter-
rible winter weather, the fighting
continues unabated tmroughout the
Italian front, even with the terrible
avalanches and hurricanes. It has
been necessary to.line most of the
intrenchments With straw and boards
to protect the soldiers from the cold
and wet, to build hiits for the second
line 'troops and insure hot rations
even to the detachments on the high-
est peaks. In places lacking water,
as much as ovér 100,000 gallons are
transported daily.
To give an approximate idea of
what is done it will be sufficient to
say that one army corps in the Alps
requires 300,000 boards, whereol
100,000 were carried up by hand;
280,000 blankets, the same amount
of woollen underclothes, £0,00)
cloaks, 60,000 fur chest protectors |
and 10,000 fur sleeping bags.

NORWAY. OBIECTS
10 COAL ENBARGL

Protests That She Has Not
Violated Her Agreement

By Courier Leased Wire,

London, Jan. 4.-—A Copenhagen
despatch to the Exchange Telegraph
Company says that most of the Nor-
wegian papers have = attacked the
British minister in Christiania in
connection with the embargo on
coal proclaimed by Great Britain.

The Norske Intelligenssedler re-
ports that the Norwegian reply has
been handed the British representa-
tive and leaves no doubt that Nor-
way is loyally maintaining the ex-
port prohibitions regarding fish and
other goods. The Gazette says that
there is a great quantity of coal in
Norway and no prospect of a short-
age.

The Overseas News Agency says
that in future delivery of coal to
Norway will be permitted * by the
Dritish only in case Norwegian ships
carry coal to Italy and France at
{fixed freight rates.

TUSCANIA LATE.
By Courier Leased Wire.

New York, Jan. 4.—The Tuscan-
ia, of the Anchor Line, arrived here
yesterday afternoon from Glasgow
and Liverpool one day late, due to a
westerly gale a week ago that com-
pelled the liner to lay to all day. The
Truscania brought 16 first and 81
decond ecabin passengers, including
nearly a scoye of prospective Scotch
brides bound for Canada.

Among the passengers were Wwil-
frid Wilson Gibson, the London poet
who will lecture in this country for
two mcnths; Sir Francis Webster,
gwner of Scotch Woolen Mills and
Lady Webster.

London, Jan. 4—(New York;
peace|

AT REQUEST
CHE OF DIRK
FORGES OF RUSSIA

Was Gregory Rasputin, The
Monk of Mystery, Re-
cently Killed

HIS DEATH

By Violence Gives Rise to
All Manner of Stories

By Courier Leased Wive,

Petrograd, Jan. 3.-—Via London—
A more lenient press censorship has
allowed the newspapers here to pub-
lish all conceivable versions of tha
story of the death of the Monk Gre-
gory Rasputin, some ol them decor-
ated with the dramatic touehes and
coloring of an Arabian Nights’' ad-
venture. Comment also is made
freely on the life and influence of
the dead monk. It is stated that
Professor . Milkuoff and Vladimijr N.
Pudishkevich, vice president of the
Unicn of True Russians have re-
ceived numerous telegrams of appre-
ciation for their action in being first
to call the attention of the country
forecibly to "the evil influenccs at
work, chiel of which is declared to
have been that of Rasputin.

The Bourse Gazette, however, de-
rides the tendency to exaggeratc
Rasputin’s importance in Russian
politics and ctates that it is a mis-
take to regard him as symbolie of
conditions”in the counfry or con-
sidey $oie rall -# - SRanging point R
the history of the nation. The Reich
discusses Rasputin’s influenee over
important oflicials and names per-
gons, including several ministers,
who not only owed their appoint-
ment to the monk’s patronage, but
were in daily contact with him,
seeking his advice.

“His counsel was asked ih every
matter,” says The Reich, “and no-
body was ashamed to receive from
his hand what they wanted to get.
But the main thing is not Rasputin
himself, but the conditions which
made hs career possible and dllawed
such a man to play such an except-
jonal part. His role was such, in
short, that it made it necesgary for
every resolution recently passed in
the duma to contain the phrase
“dark forces.”

TORONTO LEADS
IN RECRUITING

Total of 178,000 Men Enlist-
ed in Canada During
Past Year

By Courier Leased Wire.

Ottawa, Jan. 3.—During the year
just closed 178,537 men were re-
cruited in Canada, or nearly half the

men~ enrolled, a decrease of 700 in
comparison with the preceding two
weeks.

Figures by military districts since
the war began are:

Toronto 85,384; Kingston-Ottawa
41,204; London 31,325; Montreal,
33.993; Quebec, 7.729;
Saskatchewan 77,254,
umbia 37,7567; Alberta,
Maritime provinces 34,802.

In the last fortnight the totals
have been:

Toronto 487; Kingston-Ottawa,
367; Montreal 312; Manitoba 284;
British Columbia 260; Saskatche-
wan (now a separate division), 207;
Alberta, 166; London 162; Quebec,
38; Maritime provinces 234.

French SIlip
) Torpedoed

k. G s
London, Jan. 4—The Frénch

Steamer Leon of 653 tons

oross, has been ‘ornedoei, The

crew Was landed.

22 DROWNED IN COLIASION
By Courier Leased Wire. A

London, ¥an. 4.—A Central News
despatch from Amsterdam savs that
292 women #nd children were drown-
od-through the sinking of a ferry
boat in a cellision on the = Mosell2
near Beilstein.

An inquest was opened at ‘Fergus
into the death of Malcolm Campbell,
who died from injuries received at
the Monkland Mills.
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POPE T0 INTERVENE ONLY

%

|

|

\
!

Manitoba- | ted States im suprort of
British’ Col- | Wilson, The Post seces a danger that
34,517; }this sentimont

|

i would -be -a breach of neutrality, and
would in fact he an act of war in dis-

- BELLIGERENTS

Attitade of the Pon-
tiff Explained--
Wilson's Note is
Criticized Further

By Courier Leased Wire.

‘ London, Jan. 4.—(New York Sun
cable)— The attitude of the Pop2 tc-
ward the recent efforts for peace, in-
cluding the overtures of the Central
powers and President Wilson’s sug-
gestions, may be explained as ft3l-
lows, according to a statement of
Cardinal Gasparri, the papal secre-
tary of state, to a Catholic journalist:

“The Holy Father unconditionally
approves every initiative toward
peace upon prineiple, as aill his efforts
are directed toward shortening
war, but he is convinced that avery
initiative is destined to failura un-
less the consent of both groups of
belligerents to open negotiations for
peace is obtained beforehand.

“Therefore the Pope has detgrruin-
ed not to intervene unless his medi-
ation or good offices or collaboration
toward an exchange of views, as a
prelude to a discussion of peace «on-
ditions, is solicited by both grours
of helligerents. His decision, needless
to say, is not based on the fact that
he is disinterested himself, but oa
the contrary on the conviection that
to attempt the role of peacemaker
would be worse than useless unless
the governments of the nations at
war spontaneously reach the con-
clusion that direct negotiations ~ arce
impossible.”

Criticisms

~Fiondew; Fax>4+—Further criticisms
of Presidént Wilson’s note are print-
ed in some of the morning papers in
connection with Spain’s refusal of the
overtures from Washington, and the
impending reply of the Entente. The
Times says editorially:

“This wise and dignified action of
the Spanish government and the ‘si<-
nificant attitude of Holland and the
principal republics of South America
show that the independent neutrals
are not all prepared to follow Presi-
dent Wilson’s ill-considered lead,
His notes affords » great opportunify
for laying our ends before Americans
in words which cannot be misunder-
stood. We trust it will be greatly
used so that the contrast between ocr
union and the ends of our enemics
stands out sharp and clear in Ameri-
can eyes as a contrast betwe2a the
cause of freedom and the canse of
bondage stood in ours when Line)ln
invoked upon his abolition ediet the
considered judgment of mankind.”

The Morning Post animadverts on
whatit calls President Wilson’s an-

arent anxiety for peace on any
terms:

“The objects for which the wa- is
being fought, says the Morning Post,
“seem nothing to him. He takes thn
impartial view that both sides clain:
to be right d both profess to br
fichting for the same objects. Th=
validity of these claims and profles-
sions he does not trouble to con-
sider.”

Referring to Spain’s
Post says:

‘“The government of Spain may He

reply, The

total of 385,955 since the outbreak |supnosed te understand better ‘e
of war: In the last fortnight 2,517 | realities of the situation, since it is

not only less remote from the strug-

the ;

BELCANS TELL
OF DEPORTATIONS

Number Invalided Home
From Prison Camp In a
Dying Condition

&

<

ATROCITIES

—_—
Committed by the Huns in
Their Treatment of
Prisoners

_—@_,_

The Hague, Jan. 4.—via
London 12:15 p.m.—The
first report received direct-
ly from Belgians deported to
Germany, who have been in-
valided from the camp at
Soltan, Prussia, has been
'given to the Associated
Press. Those persons were
returned from Germany be-
cause they were in almost a
dying condition. - A number
of them who were inter-
viewed while separated
from each other agreed in
their stories of ~eonditions
prevailing in the Soltau
camp. _

e E i A

Seventy of the Belgians were sent
home in a crowded cattle truck at-
tached to a freight train, It took
three days and three nights for the
journey, which usually is made by
express trains -in six hours. - Thevy
arrived home. in an.emacigted con-
diTionT cotighing the greater number
of them, bearing evidence of having
contracted tuberculosis.

MUNICIPAL RAILWAY
Had 2 Good—?e-ar_ and Will
Nearly Meet Expenses

Mr. W. R. Turnbull the New
Chairman

The inaugural meeting for the
year of the Brantford Street Rail-
way Commissioners took place last
evening. Mr. Hartman who has been
chairman since the inayguration of

MR. W. R. TURNBULL

gle, but inspired hy prineciples whirh
are probably  somewhat nearer to
reality.”

Citing its Washington advices tha*
there is a strong feeling in the Uni
President |
mav drive the Presi-
dent : *wiurious to the in-
terests ~f the Allies.

‘“There is danger of an attempt,”
it says, ‘““to interfere with the means
the Allies are using to attain ther
end. Such an attempt might lead to
a most unhappy situation. For neu-
trals to renounce the custom of sup-
plying belligerent nations with muni-
tions in the ordinary course of trade

ata actian

guise. It is therefore important that |
neutrals should realize not only the
possible ‘but the logical consequences
of such aetion.”

The paper expresses the hope that
the allies are as anxious for peace as
]’resident Wilson, but cannot tolerate
intervention at a moment when in-
tervention means vietory for Ger-
many."

SEASONABLE BARGAINS AT
CROMPTON’S.
~ For Friday and Saturday—100
pairs of first quality Flannelette
sheets. Perfeet goods, no holes, no
tears, no dirt—-but clean-—just as
you would have them and the prices
according to size, from $1.49 to $1.-
98. You can't afford to miss them if

Last evening appointed Chairman of
Board of Railway Commissioners

the Municipal service expressed the

| view that the honor should be pass-

ed around and Mr. Turnbull was
elected to the post. ]

It i§ hoped that the report of the
year’s operations will be in readi-
ness for presentation at the inaug-
ural meeting of gha City Council.

The figures have not vet been of-
ficially announced, but is /is under-
stood that the total earnings were
something over. $97,000, and that
this amount will very nearly, but
not quite, take care of everything
including sinking fund, interest on
bonds, ete. |

The showing cannot bhe regarded
as otherwise than very satisfac-
tory and the Commissioners and
Municipal Railway staff in general
deserve to be warmly congratulated.

Instead of a more or less broken
down system there is now an ad-
equate service w.th modern- equip-
ment.

- )
MEN'S SWEATER COATS.
Men’s Sweater Coats, in a good
variety of colors, deep roll collar,
$2.30 to $3.00. Values on sale at
$1.79. A Dbetter line worth $3.50
and $4.00, are on sale at $2.79. Al-
most all sizes ave represented, but
if you ‘are interested do not delay.
E. B. CROMPTON & CO. LTD.

National Service meetings will be
held in Halifax and St. John, N. B,,

in need. Also towel sale at Staple
Department.

addressed by Hon. Mr. Hazen and R,
B. Bennett, M. P.




