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Veterans in the cause of truth,
Not weary of the toil ;

Vigorous and impulsive youth,
The enemy to foil :

Glad in fellowship to meet,
And thoughts with thought in love compare,

Christian fellowship how sweet,
When sanctified by prayer !

Mingling in devotions warm,
Rich harmonics of song—

Ready duty to perform,
And check incipient wrong :

All intent—His praise—to show,
Who daily saves us by his grace ;

Heavenly feelings gently flow,
And kindle lofty praise.

If a vain aspiring thought,
In word, or deed appears,

Levelling influences brought,
Soon quiet hopes and fears :

Equals guided by a chief,
Our voluntary nominee ;

Chosen for a season brief 
To govern and obey.

Happy to review our toils,
The work for Jesus done ;

Numbering gratefully the souls,
For the Redeemer won :

This our hearts desire and joy,
Gospel holiness to increase ;

Satan’s Kingdom to destroy,
And fill the world with peace.

Whither shall our footsteps tend,
The Master’s will to do?

Lord direct us and defend 
Wherever we may go ;

Our Committees guide aright,
The path of duty plainly show ;

In the cloudy day give light ;
Wisdom divine bestow.

Let not selfish arts prevail,
To mar the holy cause ;

Never may the serpent’s trail,
The preacher’s pathway cross ;

Each to other preference give,
According to the Pauline word ;

All in love, as brethren live,
True servants of the Lord.

Fixed localities in view,
We hasten to the field;

Every one a work to do,
The vineyard must be tilled :

Glad to labor, watch and pray,
Till Jesus kindly says come higher ;

Ready to depart or stay,
His will our sole desire.

G. O. H.

LETTER No. XI.
Moncton, N. B., May 13,1878. 

Dear Sir and Brother,—

XVI. THE BAPTISM OF INFANTS.

In our examination of the nature of 
the Covenant of the Church it seemed ap­
parent that the Head of the church has 
graciously provided for the reception of 
infants into its discipleahip by its initia­
tory rite. In the old dispensation male 
infants received circumcision, and infants 
lnale and female sometimes received bap­
tism. In the new dispensation circum­
cision was practised to some extent at 
least, throughout the apostolic age ; among 
the Gentiles it was finally discontinued 
G utile converts embracing Chi istianity 
received baptism, and the children of all 
such also received this initiatory rite into 
the discipleship of the church.

Let us appeal to the Scriptures to as­
certain whether infants are in the Coven­
ant of the church or not, and are entitled 
to admission through the door to the 
church, and to the benefits of its nurture 
and admonition.

Deut. xxix. 10-12 : “ Ye stand this day 
all of you before the Lord your God ; your 
captains of your tribes, your elders, and 
your officers, with all the men of Israel,
your little ones, your wives......that thou
shouldest enter into covenant with tho 
Lord thy God,” etc. Genesis xviii. 19, 
shows that the household was included. 
Numbers iii. 27-28, shows that infants of 
a month old and upwards are included in 
the charge of tho church. Joel says : 
“ Gather the people, sanctify the congre­
gation, assemble the elders, gather the 
children and those that suck the breasts,” 
(Joel i. 16 ) Here children of the tender- 
est age were recognized as members of 
the church. The congregation—ekklesia, 
the church was to be sanctified. In what 
way? by what rite? by what mode ? was the 
congregaion sanctified. They were sancti­
fied by the sprinkling of water upon them. 
Sanctifying the congregation meant puri­
fying, cleansing, setting apart from the un­
holy and unclean. How was this done ? In 
Numbers viii. 7, and xix. 13, the mode of 
purifying the people, and separating them 
from the unholy is clearly indicated :

Sprinkle water of purifying upon them.” 
Paul in Hebrews (9th chap.) also indicates 
bow the sanctifying of the people was 
done. He says Moses used both blood 
and water. He sanctified — purified— 
“ PurSed "—baptized, “ the tabernacle and 
and all the Vessels of the ministry, and 
almost all things,” by sprinkling them 
with blood, (Heb. ix, 21-22.) And he 
sanctified “ all the people,” by sprinkling 
the m “ with water,” (Heb. ix. 19.)

What points are indicated here ?
1. All the people were sanctified.

The People were sanctified by the 
sprinkling of water upon them.
led3 1>aUl 8ay3 aU tbe PeoPle were spvink-

4. Paul calls these sprinklings baptisms. 
" *Aj^ P^”Ple were many infants.

250,000 INFANtS BAPTIZED.
In L Cor. x. 1,2, it is shown that all the 

Israelites were baptized unto Moses. 
There must have been, at least two hun­
dred and fifty thousand infants among 
them, when they came out of Egypt. They 
were neither dipped, nor plunged nor im­
mersed. They passed “ on dry ground 
through the midst of the sea,” (Ex. xiv. 
16.) “ The heavêns dropped ” rain ; “ the 
clouds poured out water ” upon them, (Ps. 
77. 17.) The Egyptians were immersed, 
but not baptized. The sprinkled people, 
Paul says, were all baptized under the 
cloud.

Here are some important points :
1. All the people of Israel were baptised.
2. They were not immersed, nor plung­

ed, nor dipped.
3. They were baptized by the falling 

rain.
4. Many of the Egptians were immers­

ed, but there immersion was not a bap­
tism.

5. Many thousands of the Israelites who 
were baptised unto Moses were infants.

6. Those infants were baptized by 
sprinkling.

7. The baptism of the Israelites was 
very different in mode from the baptism 
of the Baptists.

OTHER INFANTS BAPTISED.
The Rabbins, ancient and modern, bear 

testimony to the baptizing of proselytes, 
including infants, in the old dispensation. 
That the ceremony of baptizing was a 
prevailing custom in those times is appar­
ent, from the question put to John, by 
those who were,sent to him from Jerusa­
lem : “ Why baptizes! thou then, if thou 
be not the Christ, neither Elias, neither 
that prophet ?” (John i. 25.) They did 
not inquire : What new rite is this P But 
why do you administer it P Lightfoot 
says : “ The baptizing of infants was a 
thing as well known in the church of the 
Jews, as ever it has been in the Christian 
church.” Many authorities might be 
quoted indicating the same truth.
INFANTS PARTAKERS OF CHRIST’S BAP­

TISM.
The several occasions on which Christ 

had contact with infants—his making 
them a standard of Christian character ; 
his affirming that “ of such is the kingdom 
of heaven his blessing them ; and his 
displeasure shown towards those good peo­
ple who would keep infants from being 
brought into close relationship with Je­
sus ; all go to show, that our Lord recog­
nized, as still unrepcaled, the provision 
of the covenant which entitled children to 
a place in the church. We should re­
member that Christ spoke thus concern­
ing children as a Jew, to Jews who had 
always regarded infants as in church re­
lationship with their parents. If our Sa­
viour had intended to cut off infants from 
the benefits which, through tbe covenant, 
they had for ages, surely he would have 
given to his disciples an intimation there 
of. It is manifest that no such intimation 
was given.

Hence we may infer :
1. Christ’s covenant of the church, 

made with Abraham, guaranteed to in­
fants the right, while the covenant should 
endure,of admission to the church.

2. Christ virtually recognized, by what 
be did with infants, and what he said of 
infanta, during his public ministry, that 
no change bad been made or contemplat­
ed, in the relationship of infants to bis 
church.

3. This right of infants, to discipleship 
in the church was recognized by the apos­
tles, both in the circumcision of infants, 
and in the baptism of households, during 
the apostolic age.

4. There is no authority, outside of 
Christ, that can rightfully deprive infants 
of the benefits which were pledged to them 
in the covenant made with Abraham.

5. Infants may, therefore, be brought 
into the fold of the church by its initia­
tory rite.

6. The initiatory rite whereby persons 
are admitted to the church is baptism.

7. Therefore infants may be made dis­
ciples by baptism.

8. When infants were brought to Christ 
he recognized them as partakers of grace. 
He blessed them in his life, and in his dy­
ing on the cross. They as a class are 
saved through his blood. He did not give 
to them, when brought to him, the sym­
bolical baptism with water, because that 
baptism with water had not then been 
required of any person, either adult or in- 
faut. “ Christian baptism” was not in­
stituted until the commission was given, 
after the resurrection of Christ from tbe 
dead.

INFANT INITIATION.
The believing Jews, even through all 

the apostolic age, circumcised their child­
ren, (Acts 15th chap, and 21st chap.) A. 
Campbell, an immersionist, in his work 
on Christian Baptism, p. 335, says : “ The 
believing Jews down to the end of the 
New Testament, history circumcised their 
children. Paul publicly declared, by an 

act, that he had not commanded

What points are suggested by this cir­
cumcising of children, in the apostolic 
age, long years after the day of Pentecost ?

1. The old church was. not abolished 
though there were change* in its ritual.

2. The changes that were made did flot 
exclude infants from the charen.

3. Therefore infants are still entitled 1o 
the initiatory rite into the church.

OXTR AUTHORITY FOR BAPTIZING.
Our authority for baptizing either in­

fants or adults, is the command given by 
Christ, just previous to his ascension into 
heaven : “ Go ye therefore, and make dis, 
ciples of all nations,” by first “ baptizing 
them ” (as one of the oldest and best ver 
s ion s reads)...and then “ teaching them,’* 
etc. (Matt, xxviii. 19-20.) In all the 
New Testament writings the references to 
household baptisms, and church member 
ship, are in thorough accord with the 
theory that infants are entitled to admis­
sion to the fold of the cburch.

Hence we may infer as follows :
1. Make disciples—learners, adherents 

of all : it is impossible to do this without 
making disciples of infants.

2. God has provided that persons should 
be made disciples—learners, adherents in 
infancy.

3. Being a disciple—learner, adherent, 
involves previous baptism.

4. Therefore infants are entitled, from 
the beginning of their discipleship, to its 
sign and seal, which is baptism with water.

5. The commission is as wide-reaching, 
and all-embracing, as the atonement of 
Christ ; make disciples—learners, adher­
ents, of all for whom Christ died ; all na­
tions ; which, of course, includes all in­
fants whom you can brng into the fold.

6. Christ died for all infants. They 
have been bought with his most precious! 
blood. Therefore they are his. Bring 
them as early as possible into the fold. 
Claim them for him. Put upon them 
Christ’s mark—his sign and seal, which 
is baptism with water, in the beginning 
of their days. Treat th&n as his disci- 
ciples—learners, adherents ; and train 
them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord.

INFANTS FORBIDDEN.
The most formidable objection urged 

against infant baptism is that it is no* 
where “ expressly commanded ” in the 
New Testament. The weakness of this 
point will appear if we remember that 
tbëre are many things that may rightly 
be done that are not expressly command­
ed in the Scriptures.

1. There is no mention made in the New 
Testament of women taking the Lord’s 
Supper. We think there are good reasons 
why women should take the Lord’s Sup­
per, as there are good reasons why infants 
should be biptized. But Baptist logic 
would exclude them.

2. There is no record that John the 
baptizer was ever baptized.

3. It is not expressly mentioned that 
John ever baptized a woman, or boy, or 
girl.

4. It is not said that “the twelve” ever 
baptized a woman, or boy, or girl, and yet 
Baptists do this, without any express 
command, or apostolic example.

5. There is no record that any of tbe 
seventy disciples were baptized.

6. There is no record that ever any one 
was baptized by them.

7. There is no record that shows that 
Ananias, who baptized Paul, was himself 
baptized.

o. There is no record of the baptism of 
the seven deacons.

9. Hence we are not to infer that be­
cause certain things are not “expressly” 
mentioned, therefore they never trans­
pired.

10. The genius of the New Testament 
requires of us many things that are not 
“expressly commanded,” such as Sabbath 
Schools, Bible Societies, Temperance or­
ganizations, etc.

Infants baptized by the fathers.
The testimony of the Fathers of the 

early church, in reference to infant bap­
tism, was clear, and their practice was 
thoroughly in accord with the require­
ments of the Scriptures. Justin Martyr, 
who wrote about forty years after the 
apostolic age, speaks of some who must 
have received baptism in infancy, before 
the death of the apostle John. Irenæus; 
born while the apostle John was still liv­
ing, testifies to the fact of infant baptism 
in the church. Origen, a learned Father, 
born in the year 185, speaks of infant bap­
tism as universally prevailing. Tertull- 
ian, bom in 160, found infant baptism à 
universal practice in the church. Thé 
council .of sixty-six bishops, one hundred 
and fifty years after John’s death, in thd 
year 254, found infant baptism prevailing^ 
universally throughout the Christian 
world. Infant baptism has been an ordi­
nance of the church m all the intermediate! 
ages. If infant baptism had not prevail1 
ed in apostolic times, and come down froifl 
the apostolic days, its introduction, as a 
new doctrine, and a radical change, would 
have been resisted, with a storm of oppo-

*.

The following points are suggested :
1. Infant baptism prevails in the Chris­

tian church ito-day.
2. Infant baptism has prevailed in the 

Christian church, in all ages, since, the 
time of tbe Fathers.

3. Infant baptism was the faith of the 
martyrs.

4. Infant baptism was practised in the 
catacombs.

5. Infant baptism was taught and prac­
tised by the Fathers who immediately 
succeeded the apostles.

6. Hence we may infer that infant bap­
tism, was the practice of the church, 
in the days of the apostles.

7. Infant discipleship existed in the 
church two thousand years before the 
time of Christ.

8. Infant discipleship has existed in the 
church, nearly two thousand years since.

9. If there is any force in the theory of 
“ the survival of the fittest,” the recognition 
of the discipleship of infants in the church 
will probably continue for some ages to 
come.

Yours, &c.
D. D. Currie.
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THE 'REV. WILLIAM McCARTY.

There have already appeared in the 
Wesleyan several short notices of the 
death and life of him whose name 
heads these lines, but largely because 
of that very fact no extended notice 
has thus far appeared. While we could 
wish that this task were undertaken 
by one who had the advantage of a 
longer friendship, it is to us a privil­
ege to be permitted to twine a wreath, 
however plainly it be done, for the 
memory of him who has been to us 
class-leader and pastor, by whom we 
were introduced into the ministry, who 
was our first Superintendent, first 
chairman of District and ever “ a father 
in the ministry” in affectionate counsel 
and help.

The Rev. Wm. McCarty was born in 
the city of St. John, in May 1816, and 
died in the town of Digby on the 17th 
of November, 1877. He was from ear­
liest years a member, and for years, an 
active and successful teacher in the 
Germain St. Sabbath school, and with 
maternal regard for the institution hal­
lowed by tenderest youthful associa­
tions, while enjoying the rest of super­
numerary life, it was his pleasure fre­
quently to give it his presence and 
counsel. All that we know about his 
conversion is, that he remained under 
conviction for about a year, and that

•e-S

under a sermon preached by Dr. Wood 
be was able to enter into the liberty 
of a child of God. Though the change 
was so gentle as that its results were 
scarce perceived by others because of 
the uniformly exemplary life which pre­
ceded it, it was distinct to him, and he 
could do what every Christian ought 
to be able td do, tell the time when, and 
the place whëre he first knew that there 
was lifted upon him the light of God’s 
countenance. But most convincing were 
the evidences in the life of the change 
in the heart. Before there was ever 
the high moral character, now there is 
the wrestling of a spirit that knows 
God and derives to know him more ful­
ly. Often, ho has toll us, used he to 
get away into tho storeroom, and be­
hind bales of goods where no qye save 
One could see ahd pour out bis soul in 
prayer. We mtiy without much spirit­
ual life engage in a sort of prayer at 
stated times, but when from the busi­
ness of the day one is impelled to retire­
ment there must be a sharp appetite, a 
strong felt need, a longing after God. 
This sure evidence to himself, gave 
equally convincing evidence to others, 
in his earliest unwearying effort for 
their salvation. Specially remembered 
in this connection, are the cottage 
prayer-meetings, at this time undertak­
en, with results that did much in shap­
ing St. John Methodism. Concerning 
this period of his life Dr. Wood writes : 
“From the time he was converted to 
God he was a consistent and devoted 
member of the church, distinguished 
for his humility, spiritual-mindedness, 
and observance of all the ordinances 
and means of grace. From the first 
start in the Christian race he gave pro­
mise of successfully obtaining a prize 
of no ordinary lustre. These early in­
dications have ^bcen fully realized.” 
Having for a year exercised his gifts as 
Exhorter, he was received as Local 
Preacher, and in the preaching plaies 
round about St. John was made very 
useful. The ever-important question 
of Conference to candidates : Has he 
any fruits, could in this case be ans­
wered, so that when the Rev. Mi- 
Small wood removing to Woodstock 
found so large alcircuit, he sent for Mr. 
McCarty to come to his help. Recom­
mended to District by Quarterly meet-, 
ing he was by the Conference of ’45 
sent to the Petitcodiac circuit, a circuit 
70 miles in length, travelled on horse­
back, a circuit including what is now 
the Moncton, Coverdale, Hillsboro’, Sal­
isbury, Shediac, and part of the Dor­
chester circuits, a fact showing at once 
the growth of our work and its pioneer 
character at that time. Thence he went 
in 1847 to Pownal as assistant to Dr. 
DeWolfe ion the Charlottetown cir- 

__in__1849 and mar-

life’sevening, was borne 
house cannot be touched When 
pathized with by a friend, he replied?’ 
lines of his favorite hymn. ^ ^ n

We have a house above,
Not made with mortal hands

Anil firm as our Redeemer’s love 
That heavenly labric stands. ’

On the first Sabbath in October in the 
Digby church he preached his last 66r 
mon from a text whose truth had been 
tbe inspiration of his life, “ This i, ! 
faithful saying and worthy of all 
captation that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners, of whom 
I am chief. He was but permitted to 
return from taking part in the marriage 
ceremony of his son, when quietly the 
messenger came to summon to the faith- 
ful servant’s rest. A short time before 
the end he said to her whoso anxiously 
waited upon him, “I have no fear of 
death. I am in the Lord’s hand wait- 
mg his will.” Without any other in­
dications of the end than growing 
weakness, of him it may most literally 
be written, In Jesu Christo obdormivit. 
Any words of high flown eulogy would 
ill accord with a life so retiring, would 
be as painful to him as unnecessary to 
the reader,since “his works follow him.1* 
The life has ts own voice, the charac­
ter unvarying through half a centuiy, 
piety ever unimpeached, faithful sad 
earnest in the work of life, warmlyit- 
tacbed to his own church, a lover of its 
polity, a careful student of its theoio- 

| gv, yet with warmest sympathies for 
“ all who love the Lord Jesus Christ 
both theirs and ours.” Summing in 
its completeness the finished life, it 
would from it gain fresh determination 
to be as worthy when our life's daj 
shall have closed, to hear the Master 
say, “ Well done, good and faithful ser­
vant ! thou hast been faithful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over 
many things ; enter thou into the joy ot 
thy Lord.” *

INTERNATIONAL
BIBLE LESSONS.

Tlilim QUARTER: STUDIES IN LUKE'S 
GOSPEL.

B. C. 4. Lesson i. Biuth of Christ the 
Lord; or, The Glad Tidings. Luke 
2. 8-20. July 7.

EXPLANATORY.

Verse 8. Same country. The word 
nciyhbourhood would more precisely ex­
press the meaning; for it refers to the 
pasture-fields near Bethlehem. Shcpherdt. 
For the high honor of receiving the first 
news ot the greatest event in earth’s his­
tory, God selects not eminent priests, or 
learned philosophers, or noble princes, 
but plain men of secular life ; workers, 
plying their vocation. Thus does God 
ennoble honest toil. There is an ancient 
legend of one of the saints who vainly 
sought lor God in self-torture, and acts of 
devotion, but received a revelation from 
on high while engaged in wearing the 
cloth for his garment. (1) Good const 
men in the daily walks of life. Abidi*fl* 
the field. In Oriental countries shepher 
remain with their flocks at night upon e 
pasture ground, sleeping and watching I 
turns. Keeping v:atch. “Watching 
sections;” to guard their flock ,romf° 
bers and wild beasts, and to keep e 
from straying.

9. Angel of tih: Loud. 1-) 
of heaven even in his earthly 
has heavenly attendants. An anoe j. 
predicted to Mary his coming : 
comforted him in his temptation at t e 
ginning ot his ministry ; and in hi» 3o^ 
at the close an angel rolled away the ^ 
from his sepulchre, and a host o 
accompanied him home to the skies- 

appearance;
ally, “ burst upon them. Glory 0
upon them. A sudden

■st upon them.” w°rt
A divine radiance, such asapp®

John. (s 
ter*,r^

(If)

Lord. iV divine lauiauw, ----- - ,
ed in all heavenly manifestations 

Sinai to the revelation ol 
lleiv glorious must he be, u^l0>e^ 
are thus appareled ! Sore af « ytf i 
Even good men fear when hclive™\uraii I 
are suddenly revealed to than. 1 
heart can be brought face to ace ^ I 
unseen word and not tremb c 
tain is lifted.

overt


