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Da Wang, Feb. 7, 1917

Pear Friends,—I am keeping up
my reputation of building a church
every year. Today I laid the corner
stone of the first Catholic Church in
this town of Da Wang or surround
ing region. It was raining whilst
performing the ceremony and while
I tried to take a picture of the stone
and foundation, and now it is snow-
ing a8 I try to grasp the pen in this
cold loft—the only place of worship
the poor people of Da Wang have
had up till now. There
window panes—just tissue
and that full of holes. No fire of
course, ceiling, but only loose
tiles and the snow is blowing through
them and falling on and the
table as I write. At one end of the
place ie the altar and the other
my bed and that of acolyte. I
visited all the homes the Chris
tians. The people miserably
poor. The all
minus a wi man
showed his ox died
that very morning. said
that his died recently I'here is
epidemic among the oxen ; seventy
or eighty have died during the
winter. An ox costs about twenty
lollars—a regular fortune for thes
poor people who only earn ten cents
a day. No cattle are raised for food
they are for that. The
yxen are used for plowing and pump
ing water to irrigate
T'hey under
roof with their owners
being stolen and
room elsewhere. The pagan
ute the plague among the
the devil. 1 asked what
the cattle during the
l'hey said Straw.” "I am
vinced,” said I, " that that
reason of the many deat}
too dry for the
boil it, "’ they argued, " before giving
it te them.” “If you yourselves,” I
returned, ‘' ate rice during the sum
mer and only bran during the winter
do you think you could stand it,
without getting sick ; you ought to
give them hay instead of straw
This was quite new to them, but I
think I convinced them and they
will try the experiment next year.

I found quite a number of boys
and girls in the different families I
visited growing up without instruc
tion and ordered them to go to
Taichowfu immediately where they
will be trained in the Christian
religion by pious nuns and masters,
make their first Communion and
receive confirmation. They were
lelighted to accept the invitation
Really, there is no lu:;w- for
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vonfusion hurled the remnants of
sarlier world,” I attempted to take a
phetograph. I thought the place
was a solitude but in a twinkling I
was surrounded by a big crowd of
curious people—wherever they came
from I dog't know to see the
wonderful foreign invention which
they had heard of but probably
never geen before. They were good-
natured and polite and some of them
at my suggestion climbed the
to be photographed
cannot. get away from the human
species, and no wonder, for four
hundred millions are crowded into a
space only half the size of the United
States !

My visit to Da Wang will mean a
scere of bright-eyed, smiling
faced little boys and girls in my fre
boarding schools of Taichowfu. This
town has been fruitful in vocations
for the priesthood. I have
1w0lf a dozen
ary during the past few years and
e thought that these levites will
have a decent place in which to say
their first Mass added not a little to
ny eonsolation 1n laying the corner
today. The church
ted to St. Teresa
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well-attended chapel there for the
last thirty years, have
their native minister and do not in-
tend to place another! I even hear |
that the foreign minister
charge of all that region
soon to go back to Europe.

How good is God not only to pre-
serve the missions we had before
the War but also to enable us to
open others and how thankful I am
to you, my dear friends, for cooperat-
ing with Divine Providence in this
apostolic work.

Although I do not write a letter
of thanks for each donation appear

intends

heart
for all

with a
pray

read all your names

full of gratitude and

your intentions.

Yours gratefully in Jesus and Mary.
J. M. FRASER
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Peonage hasbeen widely
during the last six of
tionary activity in Mexico,
been offered as one of the great con-
tributing « to the wuphes
which has turned that
country into a shambles. It has
been held before the American
people as being universal in that
country, and it has taken for
granted that the “victims” of the
system were practically slaves, and
that it was, in fact, the common lot
of all Mexican laborers.

The word “peon’” in the Spanish
language means foot
and generally one in un
skilled day labor. hand on
the railroad, a shovel man
in excavation work, etc., would
termed a ''peon.” with
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As a matter of fact, the populous
districts of Mexico are quite un
familiar with it. Indeed, it may be
said that its practice is much less in
proportion to the population in
Mexico than it is in proportion to
population in the United States.
The Southern negro in the United
States is well known for his charac-
teristic of working only part time.
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is evidenced by the ideas pre
vailing among { at the time of
the accession of Madero, They were
assured that their accounts to
be cancelled and that they to
be free—to incur new obligations,
Madero refused to cancel the debts
and so they digillusioned. But
cancelling

practical viewpoint

hem

were

were
Carranza issued a
| all the debts, and since then they
have been trying to borrow anew
| which is not permitted, and to find
| employment—which not be
| found

Many Americans in Mexico heartily
disliked the system for many reasons
principally and practically because 1t
kept a large amount of capital tied
up in an unrealizable asset. Many
of them succeeded in inducing an
occasional laborer to forego credit
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|

| fellow
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Unfortunately, the result usually
obtained was that the laborer worked
only part time.

Peonage in Mexico did not mean a
low rate of wages, and, as a matter
of fact, the average laborer or peon,
or indebted servant, received fre
quently as much or more than his
workers in other districts

“peonage”’ was unknown.
For example the writer was
employed, some twenty years ago, on
a certain plantation, hacienda,
where the “peons” received 45 cents
per in wages, and, in addition,
were given houses to live in, and food
for themselves and their families.
They were permitted to keep all the
they cared to own
this means, drove a thriving
with the plantation head
and the neighbori
They were permitted
as large a corn and bean p
they cared to cultiv
limited stock of goods in tl
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cents per day, so that the
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When the system prevailed
customary for the laborer,
fied, to call for arta cuenta,’” or
statement of account,
decreed that this be given him and
he then went forth to seek a new
creditor. He had to look far
In fact, one of the prolific sources of
discord among Mexican planters,
where this system of ~'peonage’ pre
vailed, was the varying schemes
devised to entice laborers away from
other plantations.
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$25

REWARD
For return of Walter Banks,
negro, about twenty-five to
eight years old, about five
inches tall, weight 240 or 250 pounds,
| raised at East Point, thick lips, and
has big eyes. Will pay $25 for this
negro delivered to Estes Bros., Gay,
‘n-ux‘l,(i'.\
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feet ten

How would Southern
like to see a revolution
| Socialistic agitators
blacks of the South,
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the
would

among
which

have as its objeet the cancelling of |

all debts and the killing or driving
out of all the big land owners and the
divigsion of their properties
the negro ‘‘revolutionists ?"' Such
an enterprise surely would be very
unpopular among the Southern aris
| tocraey. It would be especially so if
gome foreign government were
arm the blacks and coddle their
Sncialistie leaders and condone their
bloody deeds. If,
the foreign government were to
assist in the overthrow of the estab
lished government at Washington, i
would alled the vilest act ever
committed by one State against
another. For an unprejudiced mind
POSS¢ knowledge of current
history, the parallel need be extended
no further.

among

be «

ssing &

A eheerful face is nearly as good

for an invalid as pleasant weather.
Franklin.

started by |

to |

in addition to this, |

THE CALL TO

-

ARMS

A call has
American (
sade

forth
atholic to
of Grace for the
and spread of the
midst
three hundredth
death of
of Lima. Thi
on the 30th day
be commemorated
uing year

gone to every
in a Cru
welfare of our
faith ,in
of the
of the

Roge

join

country
our on the occaslon
anniversary
first
anniversary occurs
August, and will

during the
with great splendor in
the saint's native Peru.

\mericn's gaint

ens

Those who join the Crusade volun
teer to offer up for our beloved coun
try and our priceless faith Masses
Holy Communions, visits to the
Blessed Sacrament, rosaries and
other good works. The number of
times any of these good works are
performed should be carefully noted,
go that at the end of the centenary
year we may lay at the feet of St.
Rose a concrete testimonial of our
faith in God and our love for and
trust in her. Therefore, all those
who join the Crusade are asked to
gend their lists of good works to The
Rosary Magazine, 871 Lexington
\venue, New York City.
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