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ing. Little Willie saw the danger and attempted to

escape ; but he came back at the demand of the an-

gry voice of the excited dominie. The crime of going

into the sacred apartment of the master must be vis-

ited with condign punishment. Willie's hand being

held out was touched with a small brush, dipped in

whitening, made from " calmstone," and then struck

with the taws twelve times, till his face was all spotted

over. Then he was conducted back to the holy cup.

This exhibition excited the indignation of the larger

boys, who hissed and shouted, till a scene of perfect

confusion was created, in the midst of which some,

who were particularly conspicuous in their demon-

strations, were seized by the indignant dominie, and

imprisoned in a small room ; by which means peace

was restored. Willie was ordered to go to the mas-

ter's house next day ; whence, after being detained a

few minutes, he returned with his face as radiant as

ever. When the dominie's back was turned, he made

such grimaces as he alone could make. Young Macken-

zie's overpowering sense of the ridiculous, which on

this occasion he tried to excite in others, adhered to

him through life. After leaving Mr. Kinnear's school,

he went to that of Mr. Adie ; but how long he spent

there cannot be ascertained.

At the age of ten years, some difficulty occurring

between him and his mother, he resolved to leave

home, and set up on his own account. For this pur-

pose he induced some other boys, of about his own
age, to accompany him to the Grampian Hills, among
which he had often been taken, and where, in a small

castle which was visible from Dundee, and of which


