
1458

1336. Skelton Papers, PAC

Telegram Circular M.223 London, August 8, 1941

1 Non reproduits. 1 Not printed.

Immediate. Most Secret. My telegrams Circular M.205 and 208.1 Follow
ing for your Prime Minister. Begins. Japan.

Latest definition of United States policy in relation to application of freez
ing machinery was given in my telegram Circular M.209,1 and in the light 
of this information we have now considered further what our own policy 
should be.

Le secrétaire aux Dominions au secrétaire d’État aux Affaires extérieures 

Dominions Secretary to Secretary of State for External Affairs

3. In addition to general Ministerial approval of the report, it is necessary 
for the Government to decide the following fundamental questions of policy:

(a) The report is based on the assumption that almost all of its recom
mendations will be put into effect on receipt of the War Telegram, 
i.e. on the commencement of a state of war between the United 
Kingdom and Japan, even though some days or weeks might elapse 
before the commencement of a formal state of war between Canada 
and Japan. Not only would economic and security measures be 
taken on receipt of the War Telegram, but the fighting forces would 
be authorized to engage the Japanese. The decision to take the 
War Telegram as the signal for all of these actions is, of course, 
one for the Government to make.

(b) It is proposed at this time (without waiting for war developments) 
to make compulsory and to extend to the rest of Canada, the “vol
untary” registration of Japanese in British Columbia which the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police have almost completed. If war 
comes between Canada and Japan, the registration just mentioned 
would in effect be substituted for the registration of enemy aliens 
provided in the Defence of Canada Regulations. In other respects, 
the policy towards Japanese enemy aliens would be like that 
towards Germans and Italians. No wholesale internment is planned.

4. The economic and shipping measures against Japan are modelled on 
those planned by the United Kingdom and United States in the event of war.

5. If, in the event of war between the United Kingdom and Japan, the 
Government should decide to place Canada in a state of war with Japan, 
with or without parliamentary concurrence, the draft legal documents required 
are ready in the Department of External Affairs.
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