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Slavery Society was early at work. 
"Several agents have during the past 
year proceeded to Canada to exert the 
best influence in their power over 
the fugitives that have flocked to the 
province in years past and especially 
those who have gone the past year. 
They are supplied with the means of 
instructing the colored population, 
clothing some of the most destitute 
fugitives and aiding them in various 
ways to obtain employment, procure 
and cultivate land and train up their 
children. Our friends in Canada are 
exerting a good influence in the same 
direction.”

The fugitives themselves were band­
ed together to aid the newcomers. The 
Windsor Anti-Slavery Society and the 
Fugitives’ Union were both organized 
to relieve distress and assist their 
fellows to make a comfortable living. 
Supplies were sent in from points at 
considerable distances in some cases, 
clothing. food, money, and in one case 
a donation of 2,000 fruit trees from 
Henry Willis, of Battle Creek, for 
refugees who were going on the land. 
Michigan people were exceedingly 
generous tn extending aid and there is 
record also of supplies sent from Fall 
River. Whitestown, N.J., Boston and 
other places in New England. There 
was plenty of work for the Negroes, 
the fifties being a period of railroad 
building in Western Ontario, so that 
writing in 1861, William Troy claimed 
that nine-tenths of the fugitives had 
got along without outside aid of any 
kind “The fugitives show a marked 
disposition to help each other and 
relieve want,” he says. "I could show 
hundreds of instances of kindhearted- 
ness to all persons, irrespective of 
race.”

The organization of the Anti-Slav- 
ery Society of Canada came largely as
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Another memorable border incident 

occurred a- Sandusky, Ohio, in Octo- 
per 1S52 A party of fugitives, two 
her a two women and several children, 
bad been brought from Kentucky 
and were aboard the steamer "Arrow" 
about to sail for Detroit when they 
were all arrested by the alleged owner 
and taken before the mayor of the 
town Rush R. Sloane, a local lawyer, 
offered to act in their defence. The 
proceedings were so hurried that no 
warrant or writ was ready to be pro- 
duced in court and Sloane signified
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of the fugi-for the door on teh part
tives and their friends but even as 
they fled from the court room the 
laimant entered calling out "Here 

are the papers. I own the slaves. I’ll 
hold you personally responsible for

Changes a Chilly House 
Into a Cheerful Home their escape.’ The fugitives mean-

while had gone to the harbor, entered 
3 sailboat owned by a friendly fisher-
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and were on their way to Canada, 
slaver, frantic at seeing his pro- 

vanishing tried in vain to get

man . 
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them. Heother fishermen to pursue

then hurried to a neighboring town 
trying to secure help but with no more 
success. Within a few hours the run- 
aways were landed at Port Stanley, 
safe from all pursuers. The slaver 
made good his threat to hold Sloane 
responsible for the loss of his proper­
ty. entering action and securing a 

judgment for $3.000. It is related as 
* one of the pathetic incidents of this 
lease that when the fugitives were 

first taken off the steamer "Arrow” 
one cf the women dropped her in fant 
child on the ground and disowned it. 
hoping that it at east would be free
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a result of the sudden influx of 
groes after 1850 which, perhops ! 
than anything else, impressed i 
Canadians the great issue that 
rapidly dividing the neighboring 
public. Beginning at Toronto,

Ne- 
more 
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if she were condemned to return to 
slavery.

With so great an influx of refugees 
into 3 country that was sparsely set­
tled. there was bound to be some suf­
fering but contemporary evidence im- 
dicates that after all it was but slight. 
There was probably more distress dur- 
ing the winter of 1850-1 than later on
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anti-slavery forces in Canada were
meshing to you
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ganized in the various cities and 
towns of the province and continued 
active until the Civil War. A marked 
anti-slavery sentiment was developed 
in Canada which manifested itself in
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armies. The Anti-Slavery Society was 
also active in extending the helpingtive Slave Bill In their haste

safety many left everything behind, hand to the fugitives, considerable

M Clary’s entering Canada with little more than
the clothes on their backs. A. L. and support being 
Power, of Farmington, who visited
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Windsor st the beg: — ring of 1851, to elevate
fourmi about a score of families living 
— 32 old military barracks, most of 
them = need of both fuel and clothing.

In Canada the refugees were abso- 
lately safe from the operations of the
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and who were su”5—g from the Canadian courts on the ewe the
coud Sickzess was. in many cases, « 
restais of the exposure to which the 
Negroes had been subjected in their 
effort to reach Canada. Later on the

Civil War when a Negro, John Ander- 
son, was arrested chargel with the 
murder of a slaver named ggs some
years before, the crime having been. 

- ---- - 25 - red and by 1856 the committed while Anderson was trying 
$ 5€ —T American Missionary -; make his escape from slavery. Can- 
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