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CANADIANS CAPTU
ON EDGE OF LENS 3 CITY

* BAITISH HoLo
DNESDAYS

GROUND

GANADIANS
GAIN MORE
TERRITORY

Heavy Fighting All Day Yes-|*

terday for Possession of

Enemy Stronghold.

SEVERAL COUNTER-
ATTACKS REPELLED

Manitoba Troops Attack Point
on North Bank of the
Souchez River.

fOPEN WAY TO THE
" = HEART OF LENS

[Enemy, Aided by His Aero-
planes, Makes Stubborn

Resistance,

London, Aug. 23.—The official report
[from British headquarters in France
rdescribes heavy fighting about Lens,
“where the Canadisn.

\ed & foothold on a strong enemy stra
‘tegic point south of Lens. The text
jof the statement reads:

“Heavy local fighting has taken
wlace all day for the possession of an
Umportant enemy stronghold immedi-
wately south of Lens, known as the
WGreen Grassier, Our troops gained a
Wooting on the spoil heap early this
gmorning, and have since beaten oft
weveral counter-attacks, in which the
®nemy suffered heavy losses, both from
wur artillery and in hand-to-hand fight-
#ng. Possession of the position is still
fheing fiercely disputed.

“A hostile atiack upon one of the
Jortified farms captured by us yester
wday north of the Ypres-Roulers railway
‘was repulsed by our machine gun fire.
“We have advanced slightly to the
wortheast of Langemarck.”

Stewart Lyon’s Story.

Canadian Headquartdfs in France,
wvia London, Aug. 23.—(By Stewart
JLyon, Special Correspondent of the
‘Canadian Press)—Another turn of the
mcrew was made this morning on the
ssouthwest front of Lens.

At three o'clock, after a short but
fintense bombardment, the Manitoba
ftroops attacked the Green Grassier, a
huge heap of pit refuge on the north
/bangs of the Souches river, by which
our advance into Lens from the south
‘was barred. The Fosse St. Louis,
which consisted of a tangle of pit-head
machinery, shot to pieces by many

FEAR 3IX
AMERIGANS
PERISHED

Were Taken from Campana's
Boat by Sumarine Which
Was Probably Sunk by
French Vessel.

"Atlantic Port, Aug. 23— The Stand-
ard Oil tank steamer Campana, whose
captain and five of her navy gunners

were taken prisoners by a German
submarine on Auggust 6, surrendered
to the U-boat, but only because she
had not another shot to fire. The

mpana's ammunition after firing
180 shots became exhausted.

This was the story told by J. H.
Bruce, third mate of the Campana, who
with forty other memberg of the Cam-
pana crew and eight gunners, arrived
here on a French steamship. The
battle began at 5 a.m. and was waged
for four hours at a range of between
7300 and 760 yards.

The U-boat fireg 400 shots, only
two of which hit the mark. The
Campana nevertheless was outranged
by the two guns, one four-inch, the
other two-inch with which the sub-
marine was armed. The U-boat was
fully as speedy as the American ves-
sel. After the Campana hoisted the
international signal of surrender, her
last shell gone, the submarine never-
theless continued to fire, Bruce said,
and all hands took to the boats. Capt.
Oliver and five gunners were taken
on board the U-boat.

As a submarine in the vicinity was

ateamer it is feareq the men perish
ed.

P, FIGHTING
GOVERNNENT

Hon. William Pugsley, Chief
Spokesman for Opponents

of Government Ownership
of C. N.R.

Special to The Standard.

Ottawa, Aug. 23—A financial battle
of considerable magnitude {8 dn pro-
gress in the Commons. The gage of
battle #8 the Canadian Northern Rail-
way, which the government proposed
to acquire for the Canadian people.
Arrayed against the nationalization
are the great money interests of east-
ern Canada. The situation in parlia-
ment, therefore, is not so much politi-
cal as financial. So far as one can
see it is Montreal finance versug {or-
onto finance; the Bank of Montreal
against the Canadian Bank of Com-
merce; the Canadian Pacific Railway
versus the Canadian Northern. The
three great Montreal interests have
combined against the three great
‘Toronto interests.

. C. P. R. Wants C. N
bombardments, was also attacked. Naturally the C. P. R. has no desire
to see the C. N. R. become a govern-

Manitobans Go Forward. ment road. The fight possibly for the

corporation would, in the end, be a
Oa & front of about 700 yards the very unequal one. Bt sometmns
Manitobans went forward from 200 to|must be done regarding the Canadian

400 yards, and opened the way to-|Northern, and there are only two al- |Bran

wards the heart of the city on the|ternatives, as Sir Thomas White

pointed out during the debate today,
south, as the other advances of the|.ner the C. N. R. must be taken over

past week had done on the north and|by the government or it must be ab-
west. sorbed by the C. P. R.

The situation in parliament ag the
The possession of Green Grassier result of the railway policy of the
will also enable our men to sweep|government is strange. For the first

with their machine guns & wide tractitime in its history the C. P. R. is
of country to the south of the Souchez |fighting the Conservative party with

toine. .~ policy is Hon. Willlam Pugsley.
B RS
shot at them with. their machine guns.
control. After they had ejected the|British Craft Was Ashore at
go back. They went on, and in the|floated & large Briti¥h freight steamer
store on the ground attacked this| She was bound from a British port

river, now occupied by the enemy, in-'the knife and the chief spokesman
The enemy made a stubborn renl;t—

ance, which was materially helped by

Mve;nl of his aeroplanes that flew WRECKERS FLOAT

One of the enemy planes was brought

down in flames by a British airman

enemy, our men, while consolidating,

csme under machine gun fire from the| the Magdalena

pita, which made all movement difff-| Souxis, P, B. L. Aug. 23—The steam-

g“nu mouth found and captured four|which has been ashore on one of the

machine guns. Magdalen Islands. The = freighter
Wounded prisoners state|for a St. Iawuncc port when the ac-
“ by m blm.llou. cldom. occnrnl.

cluding the mining village of St. An-|of the opponents of the gdvernment
low over our advancing troops and LAR GE s

TEAMER
and another was driven down out of
mouth of & tunnel east of the St. Louis
cult. It was another case of go on or|ers. Stella Maris and Strathcona have

The Germans évidently set great|will be repaired at Halifax.
Rz -

RECENVERS
FOR ...
BAD POLICY

Sir Thomas White Tells Lib-
eral Critics Bad Situation
Due to Grits.

ANADA ORC. P. R.
WILL GET SYSTEM

Otherwise Receivership Una-
voidable — Government

Operation Proper Step

Ottawa, Aug. 28.—(Eastern Press)
Sir Thomas White, on the resumption
in the house today of consideration in
committee of the Canadian Northern
Railway Bill, read a list of share-
holders of that enterprise which he
had received from the company. These
shareholders are as follows:

The Minister of Finance and Re-
ceiver-General of Canada, in trust, for
His Majesty, $40,000,000; Sir William
MacKenzie, $10,000; sir Donald Mann,
$10,0005 D. B. Hanna, $10,000; E. R.
Wood, $10,000; R. J. MacKenzie, $10,
000; Z, A. Lash, $2,000; Hon. F. Nic-
holls, $2,000; E, M. Horne-Payne, $2,-

. J. Christie, $2,000; W. K. George,
$2,000; British Empire Trust Co,, Ltd.,
$324,000; John Aird and H. V. F. Jones

ao0n. atterwards - sunk- by a Ffeneﬁ]m’ﬁ&{on. H: W.. Richardson,  $2,000;

\in trust, $1,000,000; MacKenzie, Mann

and Co. Ltd, $68,614,000, making a
total of $100,000,000. (S%gned) R. P.
Orm_sby, assistant secretary.

The Firm's Holdings.

Hon. Wm. Pugsley desired the de-
tails of the holdings of MacKenzie and
Mann and Co., Ltd., and Sir Thomas
White replied that the secretary of
the company had written him stating
that of the $58,614,000 of capital stock,
par value, $51,000,000 was wholly the
property of MacKenzie and Mann and
Co., Ltd.; $2,000,000 was in trust for
certain officers and employes of long
standing; $1,600,000 was deposited
with the province of British Columbia,
and the balance, $4,014,000, was held
by MacKenzie and Mann and Co., Ltd.,
pending uncompleted flnancial ar-
rangements for distribution among
MacKenzie and Mann and Co., Ltd.,
Lazard Bros. London, and the British
Empire Trust Co., London,

The Minister of Finance added that
the list of shareholders presented to
the house was as on June 30 last but
there had been no changes since, nor
had there been any for a year before.
Messrs. George, Christie and Richard-
son had no personal interest in the
shares with which they were credited.
These had simply been transferred to]
them to qualify them as directors of
the company. Mr. E. R. Wood had
also written to say that, apart from the
qualification shares, he had no inter-
est, direct or indirect, in the C.N.R.

Sir Thomas White added that as to
the fifty-one million dollars held by
MacKenzie and Mann Company, Ltd.
that stock was with other assets,
pledged to the Canadian Bank of Com-
merce.

Land Grants.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley asked the minis-
ter if he had obtained any informa-
tion as to the value of the land
ts. He also wanted to know if
the land holdings of the company in
Ontario and Quebec were included in
the stock transactions.

Sir Thomas replied that the Ontarlo
and Quebec lands were not, pledged as
securit¥ for stock. He added that
judging from the record of sales, the
agricultural lands of the company are
worth about $15 per acre.

Mr. Pugsley claimed that there was
a growing dissatisfaction in regard to
this bill which the government could
not long ignore. These expressions
of dissatistaction were to be heard in
all the great financial centres. The
legislation, he said, would probably
cost the country more than $60,000,000.
‘When arbitration proceedings comy
menced the Minister of Finance would
have nothing in writing to put before
the arbitrators to demonstrate that the
C.N.R. is unable to longer carry on
business. The company, however,
would submit a financial statement to
show that it was still able to get
along. This, said Mr. Pugsley was not
the #ime to pour out millions to Mao-
Kensie and Mann.

Replies to Pugsien

Hon. Arthur Meighen said that it
was mnot his purpose to reply to the
"preu gallery” poruon of Mr, Pun

{Continned

....._.:‘

COMPLIMENTS
ROUMANIANS

London, Aug. 33—King George
has sent a telégram to King Fer-
dinand of Roumania, expressing
admiration for the resistance the
Roumanians and Russians are offer-
ing to the émémy, and expressing
confidence that their efforts will
not go unrewatded. The telegram
says:

“At a time when Your Majesty
is engaged in & bitter struggle in
defense of your country, [ desire to
convey to yoti the admiration of the
British peoples for the magnificent
way in which the allied armies un-
der your command have fought, and
for the very gallant resistance they
are making to the assault of the
enemy.

5 he British peoples are closely
following the course of the great
battle now raging, and trust in the
valor of the Roumanian and Rus-
sian troops, under the leadership of
Your Majesty, to bring the enemy’s
efforts to naught.

“British forces in the west, in co-
operation with their gallant French
comrades, are striking hard at the
common enemy, and will continue,
by all means in their power, to ren-
der all possible assistance to Yeur
Majesty’s forces, their allies.”

LITION
POSSIBLY

(C: Press.)
Ottawa, Awm]mleal indica-

tions today poimt®more strongly to-
ward success of the union negotia-
tions. The western delegation which
met the premier here a few days ago

will confer in Winnipeg with the|

Manitoba, Alberta and Saskatchewan
political leaders, and a decision by the
end .of the week is foreshadowed.

It is understood that Sir Robert
Borden’s leadership is agreeable to
the western delegation, and that the
economic issues have also been settl-

BATILE NOW
ALMOST IN
LENS GITY

{Canadians Not Fighting Much
in Suburbs But on Edge

of Town.

NO ATTEMPT YE
TOENTER CITY

{Boys From Dominion Have
Greatly Strengthened the
British Line.

British Front in France and Belgi-
um, Aug, 23—(By the Associated
Press.)—An advance by the Canadians
in the neighborhood of the Green
Crassier, on the southern edge of
Lens, this morning has added greatly
to the strength of the British line,
which has continued to tighten stead-
ily about the heart of the city. The
Crassier is really a great slag heap,
which has been accumulating for
years over a considerable area be-
tween three groups of railway yards
from which coal trains were sent
south and west. It lies only about
three hundred yards south of the
Central Railway station of Lens, and
overlooks - it.

An Important Buffer.

The Crassier is an important buffer
between the Canadians and the de-
fenses of the city proper, and the
Germgns reach it .through tunnels
connected with the network of pas-
sages and dugouts beneath Lens.

Part of the ground about Crassier
is inundated due to the water way
nearby having broken its banks, and

er of machine gun emplacements

ed. The only remaining difficulty ih‘::::;lbm ootjunotion .with the Ereat

one of personnel,

An Alberta Conservative delegation
headed by Opposition Leader Michen-
er, is in Ottawa today strongly sup-
porting unlon

GAEETING TO RUSSIA

on the elevation hag made it a par-
ticularly difficult position for attack.

Little Warning for Huns.

fThe Canadians made their assault
before dawn this time, and the attack
was preceded by a protracted and ex-
ceec!ingly intense bombardment of
he German positions.” The Germans,

o
P\h‘m\lpd by the long strain of con-
1 U, U, latam counter-attacks which they have

Veterans of North Send Mes-
sage of Encouragement . in
Crisis.

Boston, Aug. 23— Amid wild cheers
ang battlefield crles the aged Union
veterans of the Civil war, attending
the 51st annual encampment of the
Grand Army of the Republic, here
adopted a message of greeting, en-
couragement and sympathy to the
soldiers of Russia.

“As it was ours a half a century
ago to wage a successful war for the
preservation of the American union,
the freedom of a race and the per-
petuity of Republican form of gov-
ernment,” the message sald, “so may
it be yours, heroic sons of a mighty
people, by your united, devoted and
sustained efforts, to establish on an
enduring foundation in your great
country government of the people
by the people ang for the people,”
and to this end we send prayers to
heaven, and our sons to the aid of the
allled armies on the battleflelds of
Hurope.

SLIGHT HALT IN
UPWARD TREND
OF FOOD PRICES

Ottawa, Aug. 23—A slight halt in
the upward trend of food prices is
recorded by the labor department
a8 having taken place in July. The
department’s number of wholesale
prices for the month was practical-
ly unchanged from that for Jume,
and the weekly budget of food re-
tail prices at the middle of the
month was lower at $11.62 as com-
pared with $11.89 for June. Retail
prices for potatoes were lower, but
there were also decreases in eggs,
butter, cheese, bread and flour, al-
though eggs later began to rise
Coal averaged slightly lower, but
wood was upwards. Some. advances
in rents also occurred.

been delivering, found the Canadians
in their midst with little warning.
But the defenders did not give up
without a struggle, and there was con-
siderable bayonet fighting.

An advance upon two German col-
liery positions adjcining the Crassier,
to the northwest, earlier in the night
also involved hand-to-hand fighting.
About the Crassier are numerous
shell-shattered buildings, many of
which have been strongly fortified by
the Germans. The Canadians this
morning bombed their way systemati-
cally through these defenses, silencing

the machine guns and clearing out the|’

defenders.
On Edge of City.

The Canadians thus far, have not
attempted to advance into the heart
of Lens, but today’s ffighting was on
the edge of the city proper, rather
than in the suburbs. There seems
to be no diminution in the strength
of the Canadian attacks, Téspite the
tremendous labor they have performed
in the past few days. They have
worked . steadily and methodically,
gradually weaving a net around the
Germans, who lMve miserably in their
underground positions within the city,
which is rapidly approaching the point
where it will furnish most inhospit-
able quarters for the enemy.

————————

ANOTHER GRIl3
FAGES RUGGIA

Washington, Aug.  23—Russia’s
critical internal situation, aggravated
by the mnew German drive tgtinst
Riga threatening the capital is watch-
ed by officials here with grave con-
cern.

It became known today that official
advices are closely in accord with
press despatches describing grave pol-
itical conditions.

The outcome of the forthcoming
extraordinary national council, to be
held at Moscow. is awaited here with
interest, scarcely less keen than in
Russia iteelf. The immediate fate
of it,

WEATHER—SHOWERY

INPORTINT
GAINS IN

British Gradually Getting Pos-
aessign of Dominating High

Ground.

London, Aug. 23—(Via Reuter’s Ot-

tawa Agency)—The correspondent of
Reuter's at British army headquarters
telegraphing today says:

“All yesterday’s gains have been
maintained in Flanders, and even add-
ed to, in spite of violent Germany ar-
tillery fire and counter-attacks. The
advantage of yesterday’s success is
greater than the advance of a few hun-
dred yards suggests, for we are now
fighting for the high ground dominat-
ing the whole tactical position in nor-
thern Belgium, and we have now bit-
ten off another slice. The greatest
latitude of the ridge is towards the
east of Inverness Copse, whence it
tends northeast. Naturally the enemy
{8 concentrating his utmost to retain
this commanding position, hence the
bitter fighting.

Huns Sacrifice Reserves.

The extent of the German casual-

ties cannot be judged by the normal|

calculation of the ratio of prisoners
to the rest of the losses, because in a
struggle of this character prisoners are
bound to be few. The German high
command is sacrificing reserves reck-
léesly in the policy of immediate and
incessant heavy counter-attacks.
fighting is more costly. The Huns are
assuredly reeling under the smashing
blows at Lens and in Flanders, where |
they have massed their troops to the
weakening of other parts of the line.

The nragnificent success of the
French at Verdun is causing the Ger-
mans the gravest concern, and there
is reason to believe that the Crown
Prince is calling upon Prince Rup-
precht for succor.

The weather has again broken, and
t is raining heavily.

CORONER'3 JURY
EAONERATES
SUSSEX LAD

James Jones Not Guilty of|
Culpable Homicide in Death
of Private Harry K. Jones

1

L]
fo Moncton.

Special to The Standard.

Sussex, Aug. 23.—An inquest was‘

PRICE TWO CENT. S

They Penetrated Enemy 1.

to Extreme Depth of Over
Half a Mile.

'|ADVANCE IN FACE

OF HEAVY GUNFIRE

{Sangumary Fighting Occurs at
| - Inverness and in Glen-

! corse Wood.

HUNS HOLD STRONG
MACHINE GUN POST

Hand to Hand Fighting
Throughout. Wednesday
and During Night.

British Headquarters in France and
Belgium, Aug. 23, (By the Associated
Prgss.)—Despite heavyy counter-at-
tacks from the enemy during the night
the British today were holding strong-
ly the positions which they r
|yesterday, along a front
‘df‘pth from a few hundred y
half a mile.

Even the Invernes ¢
Ypres-Menin road, where the
were s trongly fortified that one.
would sc ely h dared to pradi
success for an attack, w. partly
British po. ion after hand-to-hand
fighting which continued throughout
yesterday and into the night. In the
other important battle theatre on the
Britlsh front, Lens, the Canadians last
ntght and this morning made still fur-
|ther advances on their southwest
(front. Early today they attacked the

‘(,f‘rmdn positions at the Green Gras-
~1Pr north of the Souchez river

Situation at Lens.

Last night the Cagadians also pus
ed forward toward two strong fosses
‘adjoining the Green Gra r to the
inorthwest. The situation at Lens has
bevn more quiet, as a whole, since yes-
teni.n morning. Fighting still con-
{tinues east and northeast of Ypre
{The British secured the strong posis
‘uon in Invern Copse, and their line
‘r\mb approximately through a point
1n the centre of this wood from the
[north and south, but north of it the
Germans are in possession of a large
|machine gun position which domin-
{ates the northern portion of the wood.
and these guns add to the difficulties
|of the situation for the British.
|

Severe Gunfire.

sh made their advance into

held this evening by Coroner F, w.| The Bri

!Inverness in the face of an extremely
Wallace to determine the cause of the |geyere machine gun fire from the wood

death of Pte. Harry K. Jones of No.|and from points to the north and
2 Forestry Battalion which occurred |South. The ground hare is marshy

i {and hard for the infantry to traverse
at the camp grounds yesterday. The |y .+ the British forced their way for-
following jury were empanelled: Seth|ward to the wood, where they threw

Jones, James Chestnut, Samuel Killen, | themselves on the Germans with bay-
John Jackson, Wm. McTiernan, C. Pp,|ORet and bombs, and drove the ene-

Clarke and Frank Howard,

The following witnesses of the trag-
edy gave evidence: James Jones, Red-
vers Thompson, Sgt. Yerwood and Sgt.
Marshall, all of whom testified that
the men were skylarking and that the

sparring bout was of an entirely]

friendly nature. Dr. J. A, McIntyre,
who was summoned to attend Private|
Jones at the time of the accldent, tes-
tified that the cause of death ‘was due
to a blow opposing the heart's action,
immediately stopping it. The finding
of the jury was that the cause of Pte.
Harry K. Jones’ death was from a
blow delivered by James Jones while
engaged in a friendly boﬂng bout and
in the opinion of the jury the blow was
delivered in a friendly manner with-
out intemt to do bodily harm."

The jury added: ""We do further say
that the said James Jones is not guilty
of culpable homicide in killing the
said Harry K. Jones, becanse the said
James Jones, by misfortune and
against his will, did kill the said Harry
K. Jones.

The late Pte. Jones will be buried
tomorrow at 2 o’clock with military
honors, the funeral taking place from
the parlors of Funeral Director F. W.
Wallace,,

my back. Heavy counter-attacks fail-
ed to dislodge the British from the
line where they finally rested half
way through the wood.

Similar sanguinary fighting also oc-
curred a little north, in the Glencorse
‘Wood, where there was a nest of ma-
chine guns. In this Ypres-Menin road
sector of the fighting the British pene-
\trated the German defences to a depth
of about 500 yards over a front of
about a mile.

Strenuous Battle.

In a bigger battle further north the
British reduced many exceedingly
strong German concrete redoubts and
strongholds, which had figured, in
much of the fighting heretofore. One
of these, which was the scene of a
strenuous battle before the British
finally subdued its garrison, was coun-
ter-attacked determinedly by the
enemy later in the 'day, but the attack
was driven off with considerable los.
ses to the Germans.

Along this front the British pene-
trated to an extreme depth of over
half a mile, thereby securing much of
the ground which they had failed to
gain in the bitter offensive of lasg
Thursday. A considerable number of‘
prisoners have been sent back, but noy
qfficial estimate-yet-is- avallable,




