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Premter Confounds Liberals
By Reading Letters to Show
Crowell’s Yarn Exaggeratcd

Halifax Chronicle’s Statement of Alleged Conditions at Sal-
isbury Repudiated by Offiers and Men —*“Booze and
Cigars™ for Soldiers Who Subscribed to Grit Organ’s

incorrect Statement—An

other Liberal Bubble Pricked.

25

Ottawa, March 25.—~When Parlia-
ment met tonight Mr. Rhodes brought
up again the question of the alleged
11 treatment of the 17th Nova Scotia
Battalion, at Valcartier and Salisbury
«Plain, He said he could not under
stand how the member for Richmond,
(Mr. Kyte), could feel that he was
serving any public service in airing
the matter in the House, as he had
done last night. No satisfactory
vestigation in any case could be had
while the men were at the front, but,
notwithstanding this, the member for
Rictmond had proceeded to make an
ex-parte statement to the House.

Referring to the memorandum re-
ceived by Mr: Sinclair last night, sign-
ed by returned members of the Nova
Scotia battalion, declaring that. the ar
ticles which had appeared in the Mor;
ing Chronicle, Feb. 25th, written by
H. C. Crowell, were a true statement
of the facts concerning the treatment
of the 17th Battalion, Mr. Rhodes pro-
ceeded to read affidavits, just received
from several of ‘these men, declaring
that they had signed the document re-
ferred to by Mr. Sineclair under misap-
prehension.

in-

Grit Organ Repudiated.

The first affidavit read by Mr.
Rhodes was from Alfred Aldrich, in
which the latter said that he repudiat. |
ed the Halifax Chronicle article, and
had signed the memorandum referred |
to by Mr. Sinclair without knowing to|
what it pertained. A second affidavit |
read by Mr. Rhodes was from W. T.|
Aldrich, also an ex-member of the
17tk, and now in Halifax. He declar-'(
ed that his signature had been secur|
&d under misapprehension, and a.fton
the cigars had been passed around
and liquor supplied to the men who
had signed. Most of the statements
contained in the Halifax Chronicle
were untrue, he declared, and the 17th |
were treated as well as any other ha(»i
talion at Salisbury Plain, |

H. T. Clarkson swore in a third|
affidavit read by Mr. Rhodes, that he|
had been asked to sign a paper, and
get a cigar. The econtents of the mem-
orandum-were not properly under‘s(uod
by the men who signed it,

H. Dobson, another returned soldier,
swore that he saw many of the men |
sign the memorandum, who had not
read it all.

W. H, Stearns swore that he did not
know what he wi signing, and that|
everything possible had been done for|
the Nova Scotia lhx'alion in England.

Mr. Rhodes, commenting on the affi-
davits, said that the action of Mr. Sin-
night wag caluclated to
spicion and dissatisfaction in

ia, rather than serve any
useful purpose. Mr. Rhodes sincerely
hoped that the whole subject might be
ft in abeyance uuntil such thorough
ion as the circumstance war-
ranted could be held, after the war was
over.

Premier Produces Letters.

Sir Robert Borden read{o the House

some letters to which he had alluded
last night giving further correspond-
ence in connéction with Mr. Crowell’s
articles. These leiters were as fol-
lows:
Right Hon.@ir Robert  Borden,
Prime Minister's Office, Omwa. ,Ont.
Dear Sir Robert:— *

The Minister of Militia me,
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Copy of Letter Stolen?
Pond Farm Camp, Salisbury,
November 4, 1914,
Dear Sir Robert,

I have just learned from Lieut.-Col.
Andrews that a copy of a statement
signed by us had been received by
you.

It was drawn up previous to your
visit to Valcartier, when we were all
smarting under the unmerited treat-
ment we had received. Your visit
rendered the completion of the paper
unnecessary, and I put the original
and two copies aside to destroy them.
I find that I have now only the orig-
inal and one copy left, and am utterly
at a loss to know how or by whom the
other copy was forwarded to you.

I regret exceedingly that you
should have been caused any annoy-
ance of receiving the statement after
all occasion for it had passed.

With regard to the rifle, I brought
this matter to the attention of the
Adjutant-General, Coloner Williams,

who advised me to make a report in )

writing to Col. Helmer. This I did.
Col. Helmer went into the matter care-
fully with me, and assured me that
the defects had been remedied by
calling in the rifles while at Valcartier
and adjusting the springs, while the
sights were being improved so that
they could no longer come apart in
handling. My duty in the matter was
thus discharged,

1 have the honor to be,

Sir, your obident servant,
(Sgd) STRUAN ROBERTSON.
To this the Premier replied:—
Ottawa, Ont., November 26, 1914.
Mr. Dear Col. Robertson,

Your letter of the 4th inst. reached
me in due course. No copy of Jour
communication was furnished by me
to General Hughes, but. from some
source a copy has evidently reached
him, as he has alluded to it in corres-
pondence and in conversation.

Believe me, yours faithfully,
R. L. BORDEN.

Crowell Knew His Yarn
Was Incorrect.

Office of Director of Medical Serv-

ices, 34 Victoria street, London,

W., Fe Tth, 1915,

I‘lw Hon. Sir George Perley,
High Commissioner for Canada,
17 Victoria street, S. W.
My Dear Sir George

Mr. Crowell, representing the “Hali-
fax Chronicle,” came to see me on or
about the tenth inst, to ask some
questions econcerning the sanitary
conditions of the camp, and more par-
ticularly as regards the 17th Battalion.

1 gave him a few facts, and he then
stated that he regretted that he had
not come to me before, and that he
thought it would be advisable for him
to cable to his paper not publish
an article which he stated he had
written and forwarded.

‘With reference to the 17th Batlallon.d
this unit was under exactly the same
conditions' as all the other units of
the Fpurth Brigade, namely the 9th,
10th; 11th, and 12th Battalions, the
Third Field Ambulance, the Reserve
Park and some other details.

They were not crowded like cattle,
and they were mnever left without a
qualified medical officer,

They have had six cases of cerebro
spinal meninigtis, but beyond that

thelr health has been véry good. '
Yours very truly,
(Signed) G. C, JONES,
Surgeon General, Director of Medi-
cdl Services, Canadian Contingents.

— |
War Office, Whitehall, 8. W, 1-3, 1915,
Dear Sir George,
1 showed the enclosed telegram to
Lord Kitchener, who desired me to
say that, as you surmised, the allega
tions of the writer in the Halifax
Chronicle were quite untrue. The Sec-
retary of State did mot know whether
there were any means of bringing the
originator of these malicious false-
hoods within the reach of the law, for,
of course, such statements were cal-
culated, if not strenuously denied, to
have bad effects.
Yours sincerely,
(Signed) H. J. CREEDY,
Secretary to Lord Kitchener.
Premier Borden explained that the
telegram referred to by Lord Kitchen-
er's secretary was the one he had
sent to Sir Geo. Perley, giving a sum-
mary of the Hallfax Chronicle article
written by Crowell,

Col. Alderson’s Reply.

The last letter read by the Premler
was the following, from General Ald-
erson:
France, March 7th, 1915.
Dear Sir George,
I have your letter in which you
send a copy of a cable from the Prime
Minister regarding the 17th Battalion.
Were it not serious, in that it gives
the people of Nova Scotia a totally
wrong impression, the article in the
Halifax Chronicle would be as childish
as the idea, that you told me of, that
trenches around tents were not allow-
ed on Salisbury Plain, because they
would interfere with the hunting. The
only word of truth in the whole article
is that Col. Robertson has been re-
placed,
The fact that the units knew that
they were not comihg with the divis-
ion naturally dampened every one's
spirits, and I have no doubt some of
the men, writing home, would over
draw the picture of the inevitable dif-
ficulties and discomforts,

All the nonsense about being used
as scavengers, etc, is pure invention.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) E. A, H. ALDERSON.

Sinclair “Hedges.”

Mr. Sinclair said he was not person-
ally concerned with the grievances of
the men who had signed the memor-
andum which he had read in the House
last night. What he merely wanted
to do was to find out the truth in re-
gard to the treatment of the men of
the 17th Battalion. He had mot re-
flected in any way on the War Office,
or the treatment which the men had
received in England, but he had re-
ferred particularly to what had hap-
pened at Valcartier and for this he
thought he need offer no apology.

Enough had been shown to show
that an iivestigation was needed, 8o as
to reassure the people of Nova Scotia
as to what the actual conditions were.
Mr. F, B. McCurdy noted that when
his attention had been brought to the
alleged ill-treatment of the 17th Bat-
talion, through a letter from Col. Rob-
ertson, the whole correspondence had
already been published in the Halifax
Chronicle, and Premier Borden had al-
ready taken steps to investigate the
complaints. He thought that it was
pad policy for the members on the
other side of the House to attempt to
foment trouble by discussing the mat-
ter in public. The Niva Scotia men
at the front were, he believed as loyal
as any other troops, and would be the
last to desire any dissension.

MARITIME MEMBERS

in London recently, a letter purport-
ing to be from myself and Major Stru-
an Robertson. The letter was written
as a protest on the part of Nova Sco-
tia, and contained strictures against
the character and qualifications of the
Minister of Militia. At the time the
Nova S(m.lml werg strivifig to galn
the authorization. to form themselves
into a regi t, a mi derstandi
arose between ourselves and the mins
ister as to the number of men we
claimed to have brought into camp at
Valcartier.

Major Robertson asked me if 1
would sign a paper addressed to the
Premier, aiming to offset any mistaken
representatio nthat might have been
made by the minister, and at the same
time to present clearly the argument
a8 to why we should have a regiment
from Nova Scotia. 3

‘I was informed that all the other
officers and non-commisstoned offic-

ors were signing, and 1 readily affixed | dys)

my name without reading, taking it
for granted that the letter was as re-

presented. 5

When Major General Hughes showed
me a copy I was astounded, as I had
mever sanctioned, in any way, such
complaints and such strictures as

Militia, The letter was not signed by

were made against the Minister of}

FIVE MINUTE CORE
IF STOMACH 15 BAD

“Pape's Diapepsin”
Quickest Indigestion
Cure Known.

is

You don’t want a slow remedy when
your stomach is bad—or am uncertain
one—or & harmful one—your stomach
Is too valuable; you mustn’t injure it
with drastic drugs.

Pape's Diapepsin is noted for its
speed in giving rellef; its harmless
ness; its certain unwuu action In
reguiating sick, sour, gassy stomach.
Its millions of cures in
gastritis and other

ve r

Conti d from page 1.
Mr. Gutelius received three hundred
Jetters a day. With a private ear he
could carry his secrstary and they
could be doing business all the time.
Mr. Cochrane said that under the
present government the wages of em-
ployes of the I. C. R. had been enor-
mously increased, and that instruc-
tions had been given to the officials
to keep their eyes on the men, with

a view to future promotions,
In dealing with the t he
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ﬂ (HINA,---CHINA ASI(S, “WIIY"’

Japanm B-yoott is being omnind in Shnghl tnd'
Anti-«hnnese feeling seems to be inouulng
thronghont the Provinces.

Poklnsg Mu'. as——m the confepence
today of Japanese diplomatic répre-
sentatives with Chinese statesmen
concerning Tokio's demands upon the
Chinese_republie, the Chinese formal-
ly Inquired as to the meaning of the
recent entrance of Japanese troops in-
to China. Minister Hioki replied that
these soldiers were for the relief of
the present Japanese garrisons in
China, but that these garrisons would
remain wherg they were until the
conclusion of the present negotiations.
According to ‘reliable information
the Japanese at the present time have
eight divisions in China and Korea.
The discussion today concerning

granting Japan the rl;ht to exploit

Tokio's demands was upon the clause

mines in niné specified areas of South
Manchuria,

The war strength of a Jtpmm dk
vision is 18,700 officers and men, 4,800
horses and thirty-six pleces of artil-
lery.

London, Mar. 25—A despatch from
Sharghai to Reuter’s Telegram Com-
pany says:

“The Chinese of Shanghal are try-
ing to organize a Japanese boycott.
Placards posted over the towm, ex-
horting the people to support the boy-
cott, have been seized by the police.

“It is reported that anti-Japanese
feeling is increasing in all the provin-
ces.”

a downpour of rain.

shelter.

watched the artificers at work,
the submarines.

pers, and
early in the evening.

P

AUSSIAN ADVANGE IN' MOUNTAIN

KING VISITS NAVAL STATION
Harwich, Eng., Mar, 26 (2.07 am.)—King George yesterday pald an
informal visit to the Harwich Naval Station.
form of an Admiral of the fleet, the King arrived on a special train in

On alighting the King shook hands with a few naval and military
officers on the platform of the station.
duck-clad sallors in the guard of honor drawn up along the platform
were without overcoats, and ordered them to withdraw Iimmediately to

The King made a tour of the harbor, visiting the varlous warships

and taking lunch.on board the Ganges, a training ship for boys. The
King showed particular Iinterest in the repair ship, on board which he

Later King Gaeorge crossed to Felixstowe, where he saw the mine-
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Beuwitching litile Has for children,
from England, in Dresden Silk with ,

contrasting brims—see our models.

Our Trimmed Hats are capturi
the trade, to see them is to buy them.

We still have a splendid assortment
of those elegant tagel, hemp, milan and
hair Hats at $2.00 and $3.00, the
originals of these Hats cost from $7 00
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JOME SHIFTS
FOR POLIGEMEN

It would appear to many that the
eating of an orange by a policeman
would be a pleasure and nothing out
of the ordinary, but if the story is gor-
rect that is now being told, Patrolman
Wade will never again eat an orange
when on duty without thinking of the
one that he received from a Charlotte
street grocery.

Although nothing was said about
the case at the central station yes-
terday it was rumored about the city
that Wade had been transferred from
the southern division to the northern
section, but if the eating of an orange
was the cause, Chief Simpson and
perhaps the patrolman are the only
persons who know. According to ru-
mor yesterday it is believed that the
orange was the cause for Wade being
transferred. It is said that while do-
ing patrol duty on Charlotte street
Wade accepted an orange from the
son of a grocer, and as he meandered
along the beat he ate the fruit. The
policeman had hardly begun to taste
the orange before the grocer heard
that he had received it. He at once
telephoned to policé. headquarters.
The grocer's son had no right taking
the orange from the store and giving
it to the officer, and the officer is said
to have used bad judgment in accept-
ing the fruit, and on account of his
thoughtlessness he is mow obliged to
study the beats in the morth end and
think the matter over.

It has also been stated that Patrol-
man Powers hag been ransferred to
the west end and that Patrolman
Journeay who has been doing duty on
the western side of the harbor, has
been transferred to southern di-
vision. Policeman tzpatrick who
has for the past few weeks been pa-
troling beats in the morth end comes
to the southern division in the place
of Wade.

had kept Mr. Brady, who had been
able to give him the most information
about the system.

Mr. David Pottinger, was, like him-
self, growing older. The minister
#aid that if he could retain Mr. Gu-
telius at his present salary as mana-
ger he thought it would be in the in-
terest of the road to do so. Iff he had
any criticism to offer with regard to
the railroad, it would be with refer

pepsia,
trouble has made it famous the world
over.

Keep this perfect stomach doctor in
your home—keep it handy—get a large
fifty-cent case from any drug store
and then If anyone should eat some-
thing which doesn/t agree with them,
l!vutthoynthnuko.ud,hr-
ments and sours -nd
causes e,
nausea; eructations of

lool—q-m

bcr
with the stomach
vanighes.

o
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{;ﬂlu.lutudottryhswntﬂdd
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To Mr. Boulay, the minister said
that he regretted that the fact that
dining car crews lacked a man who
could speak French was not brought
to his attention sooner. With regard
to the other point raised by the mem-
ber for Rimouski, he said he believed
Itsoodforthom.nconwom

press trains to take certain people ofit
to the golf links.

Halifax and Eastern.

Mr, A. K. McLean of Halifax brought
up the matter of the operation of the
Halifax and Eastern Rallway between
Dartmouth and Musquodoboit Harbor,
and points further east. He urged
that the rallway department negotiate
an arrangement with the contractors

until the completion of
the road and its being taken over by
the Intercolonial Railway.

Mr, Cochrane promised to take up
the maiter at once. He sald that in.
asmuch as the bridges would soon all

DIED.

HABERFIELD~At her parents’ resih
dence, 272 Brussels street, on the
25th inst,, Edna 8. Haberfleld, aged
thirteen years,

Funeral on Saturday, the 27th inst.,
from her late residence. Service
begins at 2.30 o'clock,

LAMB—ALt 142 St. James street, on
March 26th, Ethel H., beloved wife
of Walter J. Lamb, in the thirty-
first year of her age.

Notice of funeral hereafter.

WORDEN~-In this city on 24th inst.,
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Sarah Agnes, widow ‘of Stephen
Willet Worden, leaving two sons
and four daughters to mourn.
Interment at Cambridge, Queens Co.
(Boston papers please copy),

WARNOCK—In this city on the 25th
inst., Mary B, widow of John War
nock, late of Golden Grove, leaving
three daughters to mourn,

(Boston and New York papers please
copy).

Funeral from the residence of her
daughter, Mrs, A. Boyle, 190 Union
street, Friday afternoon at 2.30
o'clock. Friends invited to attend.
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Cuticura Ointment.
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