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Superintendent of Education Discusses in An

Interesting  Manner

the Work Along

Different Lines—Conditions Gen-
erally are Favorable but there
Stll are Weaknesses.

Education in this Province has made
steady and substantial progress dur-
ing the year. As I shall endeavor to
point out, there have been many evi-
dences of advancement, and while
there is no retrogression in any im-
portant particular, it is not by any
means claimed that material improve-
ment could not or should not be aim-
ed at in many directions. Accord-
ing to its revenues and resouces |
think New Brunswick makes fairly
generous, if mot entirely adequate,
support to education. It cannot be
denied however that these revenues
are not expansive as is the case with
some of the other provinces of the
Dominion and if we are to keep up
with the requirements of the times in
such matter as vocational education,
we must have the assistance of.the
Dominion, not only because of its
palamount importance but because 1
think it has been conclusively demon-
strated that the Maritime Provinces
should be reimbursed for the lands
in the North West which have been
so liberally bestowed upon some of
the newer provinces.

The school attendance as shown
in our last report, was the best in
the history of tht Province, the same
may be said as to regularity of at-
tendance. As we do not increase as
vet rapidly in population the showing
is fairly satisfactory, though I doubt

if the presem scarcity of teachers con-
tinues, that we shall be able to show

A number of our male teachers
have taken the six weeks course in
military training at Fredericton each
vear. This course is entirely option-
al and does not come under the con-
trol in any way of the Education de-
partment.

There are several cadet corps im
connection with the high schools in
the province.

The Militia department will in fu-
ture pay those taking physical train-
ing the sum of $15. As this provision
did not come into effect until nearly
all of our teachers had taken the
training €ne Board took up with the
Minister the question of paying those
as well ‘as the others, but thus far
without success, as it appears'there
is no provision for making the pay-
ment netro-active.

During the year an important de-
parture has been made by the grant
given by the Dominion Government
in aid of Agricultural Education. This
should lead to-resuits of far-reaching
importance, though they may come
in slowly.

Unlike Ontario and Nova Scotia,
where Agricultural Education has
been vested in the Education depart-
ment, in New Brunswick it has been
placed under the control of the Agri-
culture department. Like these prov.
inces, a Director of Elementary Agri-
cultural Education has been appointed
here, and while as yet no regulations
have been formulated, it may be as-
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the same gratifying increases in the
near future. Whilse this showing is
comparatively satisfactory it is mot
completely so, as an attendance of 60
or 70 per cent. shows a very great
waste and ought to be greatly bet-
tered. This could only be accomplish.
ed by a strong enforcement of the
compulsory clause, which is not done
except in St. John, Moncton and a
few other places. In most districts the
compulsory clause is ordered into ef-
fect with great unanimity, and with
equal unanimity it is not enforced.

The supply of teachers has been
barely equal to the demand. I meed
ot point out the reasons for this, as
they are sufficiently apparent. The rem-
edy is equally appexent viz. to give our
teachers salaries equivalent to those
paid elsewheie, otherwise teachers
will become scarcer and some schools
wvill be closed in consequence. Scarc-
jty of teachers works especial hard-
ship upcn poorer and more remote
districts. ‘Third Class teachers are
intended to supply the needs of such
districts, and although there are re.
strictions they can not always be ap-
plied, if some of the richer districts
claim their services on the ground that
they are unable to obtain teachers of
a higher class. While this claim is
no doubt frequently genuine, it is fre-
gquently made to cloak parsimony, or
tardiness in seeking a teacher at the
proper time.

There hase been many gratifying
indications, shown by School Boards
to meet the situation by granting sub.
stantial increases in teachers’ sal-
aries. This however is seldom done

spontaneously, and teachers have been
to blame in many localities in not put.
ting an adequate value upon their ser.
vices.

The Board of Education has arisen
to its responsibilities in this matter
by increasing the salaries of the teach-
ers employed in the Model School, em-
bracing grades from I-VIII. The prin-
¢lpal now is paid $1200, one teacher
$760 and two teachers $700, each,
per year. While these salaries are
pot excessive they are probably bet-
ter than are paid elsewhere in this
province for work in the same grades.

The ity of is
the fact that the attendance at the
Normal School is larger than ever be.
fore, 80 large as to overtax its capa> g

sumed that they will not differ great-
ly from those in operation in Ontar-
io. As there has been some inquiry
it may be of interest to recite in part
what is being undertaken there.

8. The work shall be under the
@eneral supervision of the Director
of Elementary Agricultural Education.
He will assist in carrying out the
work by arranging for experiments and
demonstrations, suplying charts, in-
struction sheets, bulletins, leaflets for
pupils, material for sowing, etc. The
work of inspection and supervision by
Inspectors and Field Agents will be
under his charge.

9. The work in the schools will be
taken up in a practical way (1) under
teachers competent but not spedially
certificated, and (2) under teachers
holding special certificates in Elemen.
tary Agriculture and Horticulture.

10. Teachers will receive certifi-
cates in Elementary Agriculture and
Horticulture upon the satisfactory
completion of (1) a ten weeks’ spring
course at the Ontario Agricultural
College, (2) two summer sessions at
the College and a directed winter's
reading course, or (3) a course in
Agriculture at a High School, follow-
ing by a further course at the Nor-
mal School and one summer session
at the Ontario Agricultural College.

11. As the work of fnstruction is
based on the personal observation,
investigation, or experimentation of
the pupils and not on lessons-from a
book, no prescribed text-book is re-
qulred In general, hower, the work
treated in James' Agriculture should
be taken by the teacher as a guide.

12. The course of study is arrang-
ed from the agricultural topics sug-
gested in the Nature Study outlime.
As the subject is such a wide one and
the local interests throughout the
Province so diversified teachers are
free to sélect such work as best meets
local conditions.

The Director appointed in this pro-
vince is R. P. Steeves, M.A. a gentle-
man who has done excellent work as
school Inspector and who has al-
ways taken a most active and enthus:
jastic interest in the teaching of agri-
culture in the schools.

Up to this time we have been de-
pending upon the Maritime Summer
School of Science and the Rural

i School at Truro, N: 8, for the
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al education which while important is
also expensive.

the year to the City of St. John in
aid of technical evening classes in
that city such a class was held dur-
fng about six mounths, with, I under-
stand, good results. In this matter
we are already very much behind
other provinces, notably Nova Scotia.
When in Halifax a short time ago,
had the privilege of visiting the
Technical school there which has a
plant costing $300.000 and there were
evening classes numbering more than
600. - Attention is being given to
many branches. One afternoon class
consisting of 40 or 50 women, were
being instructed in cutting the fitting
by the head of a dress-making estab-
lishment in the city. I was inform-
ed that they were mostly married wo-
men who could not leave their houses
in the evening, and thus provision was
being made for them in the afternoons,
In no department of Education has
more marked advance been made than
in school buildings, and modern ac.
commodation and sanitation.
Among the new school buildings re-
cently erected may be mentioned, The
Fisher Memorial School at Woodstock.
This is one of the most modern and
well equipped in the Province. It is
a bequest to the town of Woodstock
by the late L. P. Fisher, Esq, a his
executors, A. B. Connell, Esqs and
Col. F. H. Dibble, have most liberal-
by the character of the building erect-
ly interpreted the wishes ofthe donor
ed and the time and effort they have
given to insure thoroughness of work
as well as comfort and convenience
in all its appointments.

The new buildings at Campbellton, |
St. John (King Edward), St. Andrews,
Benton and Apohaqui, are all of the
best class, and serve admirably the
purposes for which they are intended.

The Manual Training and House-
hold Science building in Moncton is|
the best of its kind in the Province.

The trustees of Fredericton and |
Marysville have under consideration
plans for new school buildings which
are much needed in both places,

An annex to the Provincial Normal|
School is being erected aad will be
ready for use another year. The ac-|
comodation in the Normal School has|
been for some time inadequate to l(n
growing needs and attendance. The

Public School, St. George

be of the greatest value to teachers
and school officers at all institutes

A grant of $200. was made during|to be able to obtain the views of those

whom they serve. I hope that at no
distant day the attendance of trustees
and parents will become a regular
feature of all institutes.

Instead of the usual Provincial In-
stitute in 1914, it is proposed, with
the consent of our executive, to hold
? Maritime Province Meeting in Hall
ax.

There are many matters of kindred

portant, that referred to in a former
paragraph.

The following is some recent legis-
lation relating to medical inspection,
which has not been adopted in any
city as yet, though it is under con-
sideration in St. John and Moncton,

been established in connection with
some of the schools in St. John:—

“126.  Amny Board of School Trus-
tees may make such provisions as shall
be sanctioned by the Board of Educa-
tion for the care of the health, cleali-
ness and physical well-being of the
pupils attending the public schools
under their jurisdiction, and may em-
ploy at their own charges such medical
officers ag shall be necessary to give
effect to the same, and any expendi-
ture incurred under this section may
be assessed for in addition to the
sums otherwise authorized to be as-

standing any limitation to the con-
trary.”

131, (1) 'The Board of School
Trustees ‘of any school district may,
|aubject to such regulations as shall
| be approved by the Roard of Education
|of the Province, muke arrangements
for establishing Schools Savings
Banks in the schools under their jir-
| isdiction.

| (2) The work connected with Sav.|%

ings Banks established under the pre-
ceding sub-section (1) shall not be
’done in hours preseribed for the reg-
ular work of the course of instrue-
| tion, except in the case of schools in
| which the teaching hours are not 'ess
xthuu six each day.”

| While the subject of the medical
inspection of schools is under consis
eration in Moncton and St. Johnm, it
has not yet been adopted by any
school board in the province.

| Schools Savings Banks have been

Training rooms. There will alse be
a large hall for physical training and
general purposes. The school accomo.
dation provided will be of the best
character.

- An-agricultural school is nearly com-
pleted at Woodstock, also the gift of
the late L. P. Fisher. Part of its is
to De devoted to the use of the town
for purposes of Manual training ‘and
Household Science, and the other
part will be used by the Province for
agricultural education.

Woodstock is, in  consequence of
these generous and useful begquests,
in a better position than any other
town or City in the Province, educa-
tionally.

The department of agriculture has

the erection of a for

Spring Street Academy, At

annex. will house the Model School
departments and contain the Manual

established in some of the school
buildings in St. John, and it ls under-
stood with promising results.”

Durf g the year Mr. F. A. Good,
has fill the v Y
in the Normll Schobl caused by the
retirement of Dr. Hamilton, and Mr.
A. J. Brooks, B.A. has been appaint-

ed as Iuspector to succeed Director|

R. P. Steeves.

1 would direct muon to the fol-
lqwing recommendations made in my
last vear's report and which I think
should be carried. effect.
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future. Consider the following:—
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