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cents. Flushed with all this success, I made one last effort

and urged him to come down to a cent; but

quarter of a

they all laughed at me and said there was no sucl

g as
aquarter of a cent.  Whereupon the bargain was closed

the crosshow and srrow  were passed

Ihis
that | reported the transaction

over to lhim and he

paid down the haif cent Was S0 near to

nothing
to my father with full ex

to my dismay,

pectation of h's approval; with unyield
ing severity he replied, that giving was giving and selling
was selling. He held that the crossbow had not been given

aw 'y at »ll, but sold, and he could not make me a new
one. And no new bow has he made for me from that day

to this. Salvation is free

Fhough the most  precious
costliest gift of the God of
all grace, it is offered only as a gi't.
it who are willing to-take 1t as a“gift

you must pay at least half or a

thing in the universe and the
Only those may have

If your pride says
quarter of a cent for it
then (i+d says you must do without it. “For Go‘l as soon
would abdicate his own as stoop from heaven to sell the
proud a throne.”

“Blessed are the poor.” The gospel is

for the poor, It is for those who have no money, no might,
no merit. It is for the man with a crushing debt who has
“nothing to pay.”” *“The Spirit of the Lord is upen me,
because he hath anointed me to preach good tidings to the
poor Every soul that enters the pearly gates will sing

wJesus paid it all! All to him I owe!” There will be no
one there from the human family who ever paid the small
est dust of the balance for his redempt on. Whoever is not
willing to owe all to Christ must remain_in the outer dark
ness. That great multitude which no man can number,
arrayed in white robes and with palms: in their hands, that
starry host out of all nations and kindreds and people and
tongues who shall serve him day and night in his temple,
that glorious throng who shall hunger no

lead
fountains of water and froni eyes the God of grace
shall wipe away all tears,—these all, all without
ception, are they who have washed their

nore neither

thirst any more, whom the Lamb shall unto living

whos
any ex

robes and made

them white in the ! lood of the Lamb; al’ join the new song

and make melody unto him who was rich and for their

sakes became p~or that they through his poverty might be

come rich. They make the eternal maonsions ringeand

shake the everlasting hills, with their sweet halelujahs

unto him who loved them and looed them from their sins

by his blood

The Inspiration of the Bible.

On cne point at least all

Protestants are

agreed 8]

Bible was mtended by God for all the people. Chillin
worth's much-used saying, “the Pible and the Bible alone
is: the religion of the Protestants,” understood in a right

ense, expresses a truth taught in the Seriptures, and univer

sally advocated by all outside of some  two or  more com

munions bearing the name Christian. If God intended H

word for the prople as a whole and not for any class or

lasses, it is surely an inference which ought not to be

juestioned, that He has pat at 1t

lisposal of the learned

and unlearned alike, the means of knownipg that the Bible

18 from God. Macaulay atement that as-the facts found
n God's Werd are supernat he illiterat who have it in
their own languages, are at but light disadvantages in
{18 interpretation. Yot this is only a partial statement of
the truth.  To make this plain, it will be necessary to seek
for the essential qualification for knowing that the Bibie i
God's Word, et this enquiry be a Ow

We have this volume calléd the Bible cor ed of sixty
P book 1 point te itadel of proef, that
it had a divine o and 10t . to what central
fact would we 1tion es the Bible pro

I
fess to be and to do It claims to be a revelation from
Ciod, and the one great end it seeks

human race from the

is the deliverance of the

bondageof sin.  In the coming of God

to man through the Bible, which of all his great attributes

does he put in the front I'he answer to this question is

so oblivious, that argument is unnecessary T'he love of
God is the pioneer attribute of the Father'in his mission to
his children on earcth

Other attributes appear, but love is

the moon among the stars. *‘God is love.” But this essen
tial in the nature of God is not passive; it isintensely active
The
urgent and efficient force in this great undertaking was love
The prephetic declaration of the Messiah, “I delight to do
thy will O my Ged,
heart.

this love in kind: but net in degree

“God so loved the world that he gave himself for us.'

had-its root in the love of the Messiah's
In the hearts of his followers there was reproduced
Compelled by 1t, when

when the fulness of the time come God sent forth
his son—compelled by it, Christ joyfully descended
to the earth to accomplish the mission given him
by the Father This spring broke out in full tide
in thousands of hearts at Pentecost. It also sprang up in
the Pharisaical desert of Saul's heart near the Damascus-

gates. By its force he was suddenly wrenched from a sys-
tem to which, from childhood, he had been bound by blind
bigotry. Saul of Tarsus had been judicially. cold, inflexible
and relentless. - But contact with the heart of the eternal
Son of God, which is wonderous kind, begatin him love for
God and love for his nation, which enabled him to say, “I
cauld wish mysell accursed from Christ for my brethren, my
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Xindred accordin the Besh - . case with
many theusand fav and millions upan mitlions un
Tl P it
Nk kieuth Wadl T wivae e teas o PR
this mest emin e b 2t oth faitl { ¢
but the greatest of thes ove
T'he interpreters ire now a iy
many of them of abilty, integrity and learning but
what have some of them madeof God's Word Theit
views range between the srdial adoption of the Bible
the inspired Word of God, that of unrebable huwnan
production. Here is something fresh,~-up-to date in Heary

. . . hin
Preserved Smith's “Old Testament History Hear hit

“The patriarchs cannot be as individuals. 1f ndived-
Judal
that individuals Jacob, Isaa
reality,  We

legendary

never exhisted It 15

Abraham cannot

uals; Reuben, Gad, and P

have been

th Rgures of
substantial have to do here with higures

the poetic or imagination I'has a

ticism

specimen of the historic higher
It will not do to say that men of this class are lacking in

1 mdging them
for judging then

ability, learning or honesty. G

Bible or

a

differently must be found. If they place the

level with the so called sacred literature of non-Christian

as intentional deceivers

peoples, they must not be judge
y i
ove in the heart, which

God, and the

Let us assaign the lack of divine

involves entire submission to God, trustin

tllumination that love brings, as the cause of this re)

d of God. It may Dbe safely

of the Scriptures, as the W
ssserted that divine love to a correct interpre-
Word

He was in the fog in re

essential

tation of God's Adduce the case of Nicodemus
o the interpretation of the Old
Mesviah, He enq

neither you nor

ired of

Testament's predictions of the

Christ about 1t.  The reply in effect was,

any other man can see enter king om concerning
which you make inquiry, exerpt ye be born again -except
you get divine luve into your hearts. Here the enquirer was

learned, cultured and honest. Love is the force that dom-

inates all other forces in man. By it the will 1s tonquered

When a man  wills to do Christ's will, he then 'earns His

But back

man is qualified tosee the character and work ol Jesus, and

doctrines of the means a

will is love. By this

to obey His commands.  The

strongest  light in“which man

can stand is the love of God. When Christ iw the

illiterate about him, illuminated by

love divi

experienced an ecstatic gush of gratrtude

O Father, that thou hast hidden these things It e e
and prudent and hast revealed them unto babes

As a herald of Christ and Him cruaified, Paul came in
contact with men [ letter aind - scrence. . Systems ol
philosophy had' been elaborated by n of genius an
great learning @ but'| old £t yrebve ate
on ground where the result { keen, menta A
ational investigation we nown, that t t
them—-the Connthiar t exceliet [ sy o
wisdom ;" but had come dogu : Wig ATk
ears and to their heart je Chirist d Shid
I'o the philosopher of Gireece, i whing
ness.’ I'he nat eV SaW < the e: heard 1t no
ielther did it enter the natural hear Hence, to unconvert
ed Greeks, His gospel wa y unconverted Jew
it was a stumbling B 0
natural eye, ear, and \r Id ake in p a
revelation wd revealed them w by his spir
unto those whose heart 1 take his love I'he b
"“Xr:‘!!"" he -t of  Jos 1 thing: ma»!‘
leep things e € | 155 £ all
degrees of attainment | eive Cl Bible I'he
wiave him i theiwr hea

A dumb brute ca fully ¢ t a4 man dge
at least must be 1al to the judged It takes a man to
understand and correctly ge a man I he spin nan
judges all things spiritua Keeping in mind that itis ti
love of Christ that give
obvious and satisfactory
should condemn the Ofd
and Cramp should see it a d History, wr B
moved by the Holy Spirit

Unless there in the heart 1 t t of Go d
love for the author of the book, there cannot be love for the
book itéelf. We are not good interpreters of per
sons apposed or hated by Indeed, opposition an
tagonism blind us wbscure our mental visian, pervert ou
reasoning powers and Not much

confidence can be placed in the opinion of a man, whogives

hi svhom he hat Jut someone
his belief about a neighbor whom he hate: But someon

ient evidence that the men who

will say there is net suff

reject the Scriptures, as the word of God, are haters of God

That is very true: byt hatred is as subtle as itisdark. All
Even believers whao

‘If that light that

are either for Christ or against him

lapse are submerged again in darkness
is in you be darkness, how great is that darkness, How

evious to the

phenominally den.e were the disciples jus

crucifixion, and indeed until the descent of the Holy Spint
Peter's exposition of the Old Testament just be ore Pente
cost, and at and after that event, were as unlike as are the
interpretationt of the Higher Gritics of these days who, vic-
timized by the slavery of a literal and interpret-
ations (n\:a thejr opinions of the book and the expositions of
the Hodges, the Hacketts,the Spurgeons, and the McLarens.

rational

In a menta e mme sk A . ~ 4o
I'he sun disappears. A v ' &
1 hrmamei farkensd b a .

or auy uther exil wi i ) f @ b

sential t wht underst gof the e . e
o Crod amt 5 LIk e Hle 5 \ gt A ndd
In o other wa ¥ 'there be found b Gk
the various eptions he inspiration of thel | the
atonement by Chirist For example One (i
tion that produces a higher type of literator )
the productions of non - Chnstan g s~ another ST
ation t rakes the Bible tt y W b Gk
Light and darkness are the extremes foun hese dilferent
mnterpretations I'he distinguished Tholuck changed from

a rationabst tofa full orbed, devout Chr

bed Fhen to him G Word became

similar conditions the intellectual conceptions

were lost ina blaze « f sparitual hight in the exper e of
Dr Chalmers. Indeed every man of taleut an ' s arship
who 15 converted m mature yea's has the same  exprrience
Saul of Tarsus s the grandest of all trug illus

trationg

L eathers says, “It 15 possible

near to the cbject as utterly to destioy the wistion of its

parts, and evidently to lose sight o' a large part of

I'he
microscope 1s a blessing fraught with blessings te

bu: if our eyes were nucroscopic, the wi

ankind

1, 1nstead of be

g beauniful woul « be simt
g beautiful woul © be simy

Yy deous. In Like manuer it

15 possible to turn the mcroscopic

pic glass of scholasship on
the text of Scripture 16 such a degree, as listort
and practi ally misrepresent it. 1o bis treatise nspira
tion, ‘Dr. Alvah tiovey has the following ‘row il there

1S one prmciple 1 the interpretation of the Scripture which

iy be taken as fixed, 1115 this-——that it was wi

tor scholars, but for' men, for the human and not the micro

SO

e And to thas [ will add, that' the eye of the un
learied and thoughtiul reader takes in the great fe
the pictures

Horatio H

nd judges them correctly

Hackett, L. D,

keen Cireek oxegit cal

schiolar, who has had no superior pn this continent

hid not

use his microscopic eye in a tirgles, hu

contradictions
i the Gospels, the Acts, the Epi

es and the bevelatio | as

h.ve the highercritics of thus day, who. have Eiven to the
public a

rged mistakes numberis

B o - 1 mpetled
atterward to admit that they had been mistaken it w of
them; but Dr. Hacketr used his micros ope to flash  at cer
tain pomnts more beauty on the charscter nduet, - teach-
s and life of Chr st and his apostles. 1t is refreshung t
turn from Heory Preserved Simith's  destructive nierosc P
witerpeetation ol the Old Testament to the sarly, calm

writtngs on the same subject by men like the W
IV wson, Youne nien who sat i his Hible Mont
eal came under the power of a great € fodivin
truth, revealed to the world through holy of God, who

s they w moved by the tloly Gh system of
\ ob winel' Christ and him crucified 15 the centy

gl and the lide. A man who prolesses undying foe

biis mother and ye !

his “microscope 1o ud  her it

1 them to t wuor

I, miay be

ut A scholar who declares himsell a over t ,.
rid yet displays great i
sulijects homself to o str

e ol (3 ot the | \ I

3ot it may be sawd t

grormg ol the
sHammmaton and e nt ¢

Lake for 1pstance, the high 0y
that ol the mother for her child the f
lection as she not sed neawyr 1o her ( il
chronic blaze of this sympathy, d es she

her string, 1ts chams m ey dore e
ploy her reasonmg powers i so sound and forcs . '
ner, as to sweep out of I subt ¥
as she folows the lead «
and w dis 1 a ‘
cltitldren l t1d
than the m ' !
npelied 1 fe
the direction of the soundest i ning \ e he
withan-the sphere of her motherhooc )

u her soul, she 18 born out the wide w i
ity, o that among women none so | \ rue
as the mother; and she is not uhly wot irrational 1 trige
to the rationat faculty Her will is exercised 1 =
tric light of maternal love

Itis true that from Celsus to Herbert Spence e Chris
tan has been charged with biind fanaticisin L

s ac phittosophy and all oth r s iy uait !
charge. ‘The charge, howeve , has been calmly met avd

dhsapproved by a thousand ‘Christian
1o Angus and Hodge; but i+ 1s still
n darkness
who

holars "
naide-—~made by
ag st those who dwell in the |
lights e ery mq
reason acts in harfony

who comes mto the waorld
with the will and the

and takes into account t* at veritable and

scrousness, firm and substantial in the centre

tian’s soul.  “l know that my Redeemer live b
m the twilight. 1 know whom | have believed " savs

Paul in the dayhght. When this love burstin its  ful
flopd upon Peter at Pentecost, all the prophec i
trines ol the Old Testament, many of whick
nebulous, rudimentary state, stood out in his
ton distinct and full. He was then, and not
qualified to expound the law and  the prophet Fhe
was true of the acute, learned Paul. Phe
1on was a personal Pentecost
pret the Old Covenant. Before he was a literalist -a le
galist, a higher critic—a slave to literalism and rationalism
As with tho e two apostles—one an impusive, unlettered
fisherman, and the other a learned, philo.ophic genius, w0
with.all who come into the light after they have reached
the years of maturity. ;

then
ime
Damascus. vis
to himi = Now he ¢an  inter

(Continued on page 3.




