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Santa Catalina and old Friends.

As it has boan the good fortune of mysell and Mrs.
W, to spend » belef sojowrn st this wﬂhv-'::

e e T g 2 e
we are to renew our acquaintance with
the readers of the OXE AND Vimrton, particularly

a8 some of the incidents of our vislt here will possibly be
of intereet to them. 'We wish, by way of introduction,
to sy that ous hes oot been because of any
Inck of interest In the organ of our home ehurches. We
are still with unabated eagerness for its weekly
deuﬂm of wel-
come news and n . We am In no
e from the friends of our of the as-

© socistions of onr eadlier Christian ; motwith-

our lotg sojourn In the “Far West," We are
8 of yore, sl experienciug « thrill of joy sod sstisfac-
ton When we learnt of the growth and progres of the
“misslonary and educstional enterprises of ouwr Marltime
Baptista. There is otill magic in the name Acadia and a
conacionsmess of peculiar interest in her sons and deugh-
tare,

This lends us to speak of the plessures we enjoyed
yesterday on thie istand of the Pacific, in meeting at the
parsonuge-of the only church here our young brother,
the Rev. Chas; W. Williams, with his mother and slster,
Miss Lils Page Williams, the happy occupant of & besu-
tiful Homié in this charmiug resort. Brother W., as
many of yoir readers kuow, is & graduate of Acadia of
the clase of '83 asd his sister graduated from the Semin-
aryin '87. He spenit some five years as pastor of ome of
onr churches in Denver; and about two years ago eame
to this comst. After preathing in several of our Baptist
pulpits he was invited to the p of this church
which in same is Congregstional. We have lewrned
since goming here that the charch is supported by the
united efforts of the Christian people of Avalon, of sev-
eral different names; and ‘it is a Christian 'home ‘for all
Christian visitors to the island. At the prayer meeting
on Wednesday evening we were glad to listen to touch-
ing testimonies of Methodist, Preabyterian, Baptist, as
well ‘as Congregationalists—representing states from

resort may he mentioned jonally good heaches and '

:

smooth weters for sea-buthing snd the abundance of fish.

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

Prol. K the expense of which is] borne by

the Banning Bros. The remarkable equableness of the
climate of Avalon is notable at those concerts as one sits
there thinly clad until g o'clock in the evening without
any inconvenience from cold.

C. A. WHITMAN,

Avalon, Sants Catalina, Sept. and, 1900,

P.8. We bave learved with deep regret of Brother
Hall's serioua illness and are praying for his apeedy re-
covery.
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The Source of Christian Liberality.
‘* See that ye abound in this grace also.”

The following article from the Christian Intelligencer,
ia worthy & prayerful reading :

The source of a liberal benevolence, is, trust in God.
The resson why many people give so little for charitable
objects i not to be traced to selfishness or to avaricions-
bess. Jtis to be traced to an anxions care to provide
aguinst the fature. These people find that when their
Becessary expenses are deducted from their earnings, the
surplus is very small indeed ; whett they consider then
that sickness may overtake them ; that ae their children
grow up they will call for incressed expenditures ; that
they themselves are creeping on toward old age ; when
they consider such things as these, their forbodings lead
them eagerly to treasurer up the surplus of each year.
A possible day of need takes with them the precedence
over every actual case of bodily or spiritual destitution.

‘We have nothing to say againet & wise provision for
the future. The Scriptutes commend such provislon' in
the most emphatic language. But we have something to
oay agninst that provision for the future which interferes
with present duty. If any one owed & neighbor a hund-
red dollars, would it be right for him to evade the
psyment of this sum on the plea that he must save all
his earnings to secure himeelf from anxjety with reference
to the years to come? And yet on this ples men contin-
ually refuse to pay the debt that they owe to the Lord,
They treasure up everything for their own fattire watite,
and the wants of the Lord's poor and nnenlightened they
suffer to go unsatisfied.

Now what is neceessry to open the fountain of besevo-
lence in such persons as those whom we have mow
described. Undoubtedly the thing necessary is, trust in
God. 1If our blessed Saviour tanght anything, he taught
that when we do our present duty, we axe not to worry
about our future wants. We are to seek first the
kingdom of God and his righteoussiess, and then we are
confidently to rely upon our hesvenly Father for all
needed good. It seems to us then that as soon as & mMan
feels that God will take Gare of his future, he will stop
trying to take care of himself by robbing God of = liberal
portion of hia goods. 1f some rich friend should require
a portion of your narrow income, you might refuse with
the reply that you meeded it all for the future. But if
this rich friend shotld secure your future, should give
you reliable pledges that a just liberality on your part
now would not be detrimental to the supply of your
wants in the days to come, would you mot be foolish
longer to deny his request? And when God calls men
to be liberal in using their meaus for his glory, he excites
that liberality by the most explicit promises to take care
of them. He knows their proneness to be anxions abont
the future, and 9o he assures them that that future will
know o lack because of what they lovingly give to him;
yea, that that future will reap more advantage from
a lote made to the Lord than from one made to
on earthly friend. * Houor the Lord with thy substance
and with the first fruits of all thinme incresse; so shall
thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy preeses sball
burst out with new wine.” ‘' Cast thy bresd upon the
waters, for thow shelt find it sfter many days,”! *‘ The
liberal soul shall bé made fat, and he that watereth shall
be watered also himself,” *' Bat this I say, he which
soweth sparingly shall resp also sparingly, aud he which
soweth bountifully shall reap also bouutifully.”

As a first source of a liberal benevolence then, we in-
culeate trust in God. Trust in him both with reference
to his particular providemtial care over our future, and
with reference to the fulfilment of his special promises
to them “ that abound in this grace also.”

C A B |
Worship and Testimony.

E. P, CALDER.

Christian worship involves a principle which is not
fiative to human hearts ; but only the reflecting and re-
echoing of the smile and voice of God within the soul.
Tt is not only the revelation of the Divine love but the
inflowing of the Divine life, which links the nature with
God and conforms it to His itiage. This divine iufilling
has 4 twofold ministry. - It purifies and inspirves, It not
only'makes the soul fit for God’s dwelling, but lifts it in-
to the conacious joy of his fellowship. ' Like the sun-
beam which not only mirrors iteelf in the dewdrop but
draws it up in vapor to the atmosphere in which the beam
{tself floats, so the smile of the great *‘ Rather of
Lights,” at once begeta its image in the soul regenerated
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byits power, and lifts the spiritual emotions into the
véry realin where the Light himeel! unclouded shines.
1t is out of this consciousness of holy fellowship that the
voice of devotion speaks, Coming from the heavenly
land, it breathes smbrosial fragrance and vibrates with
music celestial, Like Moses from the Mount, it comes
radiant with God's glory and burdened with God's
message. This message brings to the soul a twofold
joy—that of receiving and of giving. As the musiclan
whose nerves have thrilled ot the sound of beautiful
melodies till every fibre of his being is charged with the
harmony, feels the same sensations repeated and intensi-
fied when the strains are reprodnced by himself, so the
soul filled and energized by listening to God's voice re-
peats the heavenly joy and unconsciously lifte itself into
the realm of blessed ecstasy by telling the message to
others. Thus worship and testimony must ever be unit-
ed in the Christian life. Worship enters the heavenly
sanctuary and listens to the music that swells around the
throne, thentestimony fingers the keys of the organ of
dally praise and reproduces the straine in the ears of
listening world, The chords heard but left unexpressed,
at length die in the ped phere of the musici
soul. So to many of usthe music of our heavenly ex-
perience is dormant and well nigh dead because we have
not striven to give it expression in our daily lives. What
God teaches us in our hip we must teach the world
in our testimony. We are not to be reservoirs to hold
and shut up from sunlight great depths of divine bless-
ing, but channels through which that heavenly fulness
flows down to help mankipd.

R
In the Bright Days.

We need Christ just as much in our bright, prosperouns,
exalted hours as in the days of darkness, adversity and
depression. We are guite in danger of thinking that re-
ligion is only for sick-rooms and funerals, and for times
of gret sorrow and trial—a lamp to shine at night, a
staff to help when the road is rough, a friendly hand to
hold us up when we are stumbling. This is not true,
Jesus went to the marriage feast as well as to the home
of sorrow. Hina religion is just as much for our hours of

as for our daysof grief. There are just as many
stars in the sky at as at midnight, although we
cannot see them in the sun's glare, And there are just
2§ many forts, promises, divine ag and
blessings above us when we are in the nooms of our
human gladness and earthly success, as when we are in
our ts of pain and w. We may not see them
in % shovesus, but they are there, and their
benedictions fall upon ua as perpetually, in a geatle rain
of grace.—'* Glimpees Through Life's ‘Vludow-."
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The Mission of an Organ.

A lady with a cottage organ moved into a house join-
ing a saloon, and that what transpired in one place could
be'heard in the other,

A sweet child of the lady died and the nloon-k&?r,
who owned tho_honl. 8 ‘mm:)l‘: -ymgn!xyl ut

wight a roug|
men met in the lﬂoon'to ve some violin music and as
it was anything but sootbing the poor, lonely-hearted
mother doubtless thought of the organ, and going over
to it began playing, and as she played, saug :
‘* Jesus, lover of my soul,
me to Thy bosom fly ;
‘While the raging billows roll,
While the still is high.
Hide me, O my Saviour, hide,
Ti1l the storm of 1ife {s past ;
Safe into the Maven guide,
Ob, receive my soul at last.’

She had played but one verse when all became quiet in
the barroom. Then she lifted up a silent prayer that the
hm mi.htldplue & blessing ; and so God ordained, for
w the y ceased, the shutters of the saloon were
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closed for the night.

The next even! the ssloon-keeper sent two lady
members of his y to ask the lady to play and sing
*‘Jesus, lover of m

y aoul.’" Wondcrin‘l¥ the lady com-

. Still more strange, he sent in again and ugain,
The organ and hymu sccomplished their mission.

The man closed his saloon and abandoned the business.

IR
Prayer.

BY BRELLE JRNKS M'CORKLR

Each flower fair that nods and bends,
Or nestles hidden at our feet,

Is but & prayer which here or there
Sent up to God its incense sweet.,

and trust amid lihg storms,

But gives back to his earth-tried child
The word-forms of petitions burnin,
pure

of
| into fl undefiled;—
t tokens of Hls tender y:-mlnl.
“Oar Father” ht by lids divine,—
of'”ﬁe-‘:mn y :I;‘il night. —
lowly hearth ot costl ne
Bloom back in lilies pu’rc and white,

0, ! f our better part—
T L

Then from a life heart,

The tiny bud and bloom of beauty, —~Bx, -




