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British and
Boer Rifles

an Expert Thinks of
the Mauser and Lee-
Metfords.

What

Description and Comparison
the Guns--The Penetrative
Power of Bullets.

Boer types of rifle is from the
well-kpown writer on mikitary

llowing description of the Brit-

charactenistic slowness, Emngland

'@1 country to adopt the mag-
For years the contimental
) ‘;1 been ahead of us im equip-
armies with rapid-fire . small-
and it was long after’ the ob-
cgs of the single-fire weapon h_ad
vim'u'_"lli/,l"‘i that the war office fin-

e on the change.

i i 11;“1-1 when the Martini-

g their

fes,

§ n

- was superseded,
yore rifle had long been :\‘Hlludt;d.
jes of modenn warfare d€

of weapons having an

and this implied more |
ind stronger barrels. °

f carrying burdens

vh not one pound

d without crushimg

i bore had to be

s were demanded,

'mous use of ammuni~

« foreshadowed, each cartridge

ioh less to enable the man to

very great power has adopted
«vgtem for loading and unload-
0 nearly every case the muiga-
«isting of a sheet-irom box, is an
y the rifle. The French Lebel,
other hand, has its ecartridges
in a cavity in the wooden stock
ath the barrel.
icinal British weapen was the

, the bolt of which was in- |

| by Mr. Lee, Mr, Metford being

I Je for the rifimg. This latter,
s most people are aware, consists of five
rooves in the interior of the barrel,
¢hich are twisted spiraily from breech
to muzzle. The object of this rifling 1s
to cause the bullet, when forced through
he barrel, to rapidly rotate upon its own
is, thus gaining enormously in preci-

» Lee-Metford had seven grooves,
1 made one complete twist in ten
inches, and for a time this was fouhd
satisfactory. Subsequently improvements
led to the introduction of the Iee-Em-

but the knell of \

onet, thus saves himself a burden of
nearly two pounds In length the two
rifles are nearly equal, the Mauser (pro-
nounced Mouser) having the advantage
of one-third of an inch. The grooves
number four, and make one complete
turn in nine inches, the direction of the
twist being to the left.

The nrange of both English and Boer
rifle is mot quite the same, the Mauser
having a slight advantage on the extreme
sight. The bore measures .311 of an
inch, and the builet almost exactly re-
sembles the Lee-Enfield, weighing 219
grains, while the charge of smokeless
powder weighs 42 gnains, giving a cham-
ber. pressure of over nineteen tons to the
square ineh, with a muzzle velocity of
2,150 -feet per second,

The extreme range, that is, the un-
aimed range of the Mauser, is greater
than that of the Lee-Metford, due to the
greater pressure and muzzle velocity of
{the bullet. Fortunately, in contests of
to-day it is the mimed fire which is of
importance, and the records” of - Bisiey
show that the British soldier is armed
with a rifie with which extraordinary ac-
curacy of fire may be:obtained.

The following table, showing the peme-
tration respeetively of the: Alauser and
now: ;

! Sand.
‘ Mauser—At 110 yards 33.43 in.; at 440
,yards, 19.62 in.; at 800 yards, 13.77 in.;
lat 1,980 yards, 3.94 in.
| Lee-Enfield—Twenty in. of fine, loamy
Es:md. moderately free from stones, proof
jat any range,
| ; Steel  Plate,
Mauser—Iron plate, :324 thick® pierced
‘up to.330 yards. f
Lee-Enfield—Milled steel plate, 9%-inch
!thick, proof at all ramges.
Clay. 4
Mauser—Three and a half feet point
iblank range.
Lee-Enfield—Two feet
ranges. \

proof -at all

|
|

1 The penetrative power of these harden-
1ed builets is extmaordinary, a bullet pos-
|sessing sufficient momentum to drive ‘it
| through four men. It was thonght, as
ithe result of  experiments on the dead
i'bodies of horses and sheep, that the in-
jumes resulting from the small bore rifie
missile would be of a very bad chanaecter,
but experience has shown this to be in-
tcorrect. On the contrary the hole of
texit and the hole of entramce (with large
| bores so different in their size) mow ‘are
absolutely equal.

Our surgeons report that wounds heal
with- great rapidity, and that amputa-
tions are quite infrequent. ' From this it
| will be appsarent that the smail bore has
'in some measure removed one  terror
from the battlefield, for it i a fact that
men often are unaware that they have
{ been ‘wounded, so slight is the impaet.
i The word explosive bullet, offen used in
| war time, is capable of many explana-
_tions,

| Tt may be news to' many that the Eng-

From the earliest religious experience
of Piteairn Island, its inhabitants were
Church of England in faith. The pray-
er book found by John Adams in ‘the
ship’s chest had been the rules of the
religious community. All the services
were conducted after the Episcopalian
order, which remained unquestioned until

island, its people remained at home and
they had but few wisitors. The  gov-
ernment warships that  called once or
twice a year were about the only com-
munication they had with the outside
world., Their former experience in tak-
ing foreigners into their community to

decome settlers had been so unsatisfae-
tory that they did not expect to receive
any, except shipwrecked crews, to abide
with them more than a day or two. Even:
the latter were expected to leave the
‘island. on the first passing ship.

In October 1886, there arnived the
British man-of-war Pelican, whose com-
mander had courteously and kindly re-
ceived on board at Tahiti an American
missionary, John I. Tay, a member of
a-body of Christians known as Seventh-
rdayfﬁkdventists. His home was in Oak-

. which has only five grooyes The |jish Snider bullet, ihe predecessor of thil, lamd, . California, from whence hé had

f heth. is the.same -and- %263 of

1 in diameter. The weight of the

lone is'9 pounds 4 ounces, the bay-
onet, weighing exaetly:1 pound im addi-
ticn. The . length with bayonet fixed is
{ feet 13 inches, being mot less than 10
inches shorter than that of the French
Lebel with its bayonet in place.

The Lee-Metford and Lee-Enfield rifies’|

are practically the same.

The bullet is a composite one, consist-
ing of a cupro-nickel envelope having a
hard lead core, ®and weighs 215 grains.
The nickel cases are punched out of the
flat by ingenious machines, and the final
peration 'stamps the envelope and core
In the Dum-dum
variety the nose of the buillet is «dented
in, so as to slightly break the casing, thus
cusing the bullet to set up on impaet.
These bullets are not served out for or-
linary civilized warfare. The charge,

sting of cordite, a mitno-glycerine-

run-cotion amalgamation, weighs 30
grains, and develops a pressure. in the
breech chamber of 15 tons to the square
inch,

In spite of this enormous strain there
Is practically mo recoil or kick of the
rifle, most of this being absorbed by the
breech mechanism. The Lee-Enfield is
sighted to 2,900 yards, its lowest or point-
blank range being 200 yards. The first-
Ramed distance, it must be clearly un-
derstood, is mot an aiming range, for the
luman eye, unaided as it is by telescopie
\:‘:lns. cannot distinguish objects at that
distance, The back sight is actually
below the rifle, which has to be held up
at such an angle as to appear to the on-
looker to be pointing at the *sky. This
¢Xireme ramge is used for amnoying an

¥ or to search out men lying ‘behind

> ground. The rifle carnies consid-

¥ further than the sighted distances,
cases frequently occur of bullets car-

'g over two miles, The magazine,
ich is readily detachable, helds eight
or ten cartridges, acconding to 'the mark

3 1l\:nt\-1'11 issued, ten being the latest
mark.

The ammunition is carried ‘m' pounches,
ind each soldier on service ‘ﬂlWﬂys ‘hﬂs
1_510 rounds in them: 77 rounds ane ear-
ried on mules and in small-arm ammumni-
tlon carts; 77 rounds are stored with the
divisional ammunition column, and 55 are
E)I:lfce(l in , the ammunition pack, making
309 rounds in ail Until the last few
vears but seanty interest was taken by
he British soldier in musketry, -and ‘even

the native Indian army far sur-.
Dasses the scores of ity Euvuropean stiffen-

»I he soldier iy too apt to leok wupon

Hinge work as “skittles,” and first-class:
ts are considered mot nearly ‘common
gh in. our army,  The native, on the
‘h:llld, is intensély fond of shooting,
' the regimental and 'company emula-
15 very keen. Field Marshal Lord
'Verts is mainly to.be thamked for this
¢st in the all-important subject, he

ng worked for years to:encourage it

Y way. i

Low

rifle with which the Boer is now
youtng is' on the Mauser system. It

Iron magazine, which ‘is mot an
Jtezral portion of the rifle.. Tt holds

[(!..,\ lve cartridges, but is readily re-

% I by means of a charger holding
.~ cartridges.

T gives a decided advantage to the

T who can reload after his five shots

"t marvelous rapidity.

[ e barrel has an outer skin of metal
! over an inner core in such a way
his most important part of a rifle
naterially stremgthened, without at

' Saime time imcreasing the weight.
Weapon weighs, all on, 8 pounds 9

%, and the Boer, carrying no bay-

I FHrtini-Henty Tifle’ was of this charac-
ter. 1t had a cup of hardened clay
{ moulded in its base, and this plug split
i the bullet on striking any object. Many
I sporting rifles are loaded on this system,
| which is now, for small bores, practic-
tally out of ithe question. . ?
.| The government capacity for turming
{out these Lee-Enfield rifles is as follows:
Every week 3,000 rifles and 1,000 spare
barrels can be made, besides 4,000 bay-
onets. These figures are exclusive of
the number capable of being manufac-
‘tur-ed by private firms. The great na-
iti(mal armory is at Weedon, where fre-
. quently 60,000 stand of arms are waiting
for dispateh morth, south, east or west.
The cost per rifle to the government
is £3 Os .9d., complete with bayonet,
but that-is, of course, excluding all pro-
fit.—F. B. E. in London Mail.

THE HERO OF LADYSMITH.

——
# Pittsburg Chronicle.

When it comes ‘to praising heroes
.For the. valor they've displayed

There is one to be remembered
For the gallant stand he made,

He is Ladysmith’s true hero,
Well deserving wide renown

For his patience and his courage
in the long-beleaguered town.

I'our lcng months he grimily battled
With a fierce and eager foe,

Sceming doomed to slow starvation
Or a sudden overthrow;

But he fought from dawn till nightfall,
And he watehed from eve till dawn,
jaffling schemes of strong beslegers
As he stubbornly held omn.

Though on every side encompassed,
Though with shot and shell assailed,
He kept Britain’s colors fiying
-And his spirit never -quailed,
Long and trying were his. vigils,
Peril faced him night and day,
But he watched and fought and gu.nrded,
And he kept the foe at bay. -

% T 4 «
Famine's spectre rose to plague him
And still ‘ever -loser crept:
Every day: brought new privatipvs
And ‘disease about him swept.
But théugh tried by #ore afflictions
Ever brighter grew his fame,
And he held at bay the foemen
Tilt the longed-for Succor came.

o 4he valor of this soldier
Is the greatest honor due,
Por in. four long months. of battle
To all duties he was true,
And ‘when Boer and Britishy heroes
Are aecorded laurels bright
There'll’ be none . found more deserving
Than brave Sir George Stewart. White,

POISONED AT. DINNER.
RERHLE ,, NERa
" (Asscclated Presa.)

Chicago, ; 111, March 23.—A special dis-
patch to the Reeord from Lima, Ohio,
says: “Last night about 100 persons
were taken suddenly ill from the effects
i by the Women's Home  Missionary So-
ciety of Trinity church. Some' of them
are still in a precarious condition, and
several will die. The poison has been
traced to chicken salad.” ;

BUILDINGS IN NEW YORK.

.._o__
(Associated Press.) .

New York, March 23.—The annual re-
port of . ‘the department of buildings
shows that during the past year there
has been erected in Greater New York
buildings to the value of $156,643,321.
This is an increase of about $60,000,000
cver 1896,

| of poison. after attending a dinner given

conte for ihe purpose of teaching the peo-
| ple. of this island.what he believed were

a‘sailor in his younger days, he found
opporfunity to work his way from San
Franeisco to Tahiti, where he found the
Pelican, on which he secured a passage
to Pitecairn Island. He was treated with
the greatest consideration and courtesy
by ail the officers and men, and in his
quiet way he aroused a spirit of inquiry
among some of the ship’s eompany to
consider his ideas -on religious subjects,

‘When he was introduced to the people
of Pitcairn. Island mno objections were
raised against him remaining with them

Owing to the isolated situation of this'

truths hitherto unknown. tio them. Being.|

V.

for a time. His patriarchal appearance
commanded the respect of all and he pro-
ceeded bo teach the people daily from the
Scriptyres. He had not been with them
but a few weeks until the entire popula-
tion changed their Sabbath observance
from the first day of the week—Sunday—
to the seventh day of the week—Satur-
day. | ‘Miss Young says of this great
| chanige:

“Acareful study of the different points
of doctrine held by Seventh-day Adven-
tists led first to a conviction: on the part

of the people that their positions were !

i correct,” and finally to their acceptance of
!them, although they felt that this would
; be ‘a"matter of regret, if mot of positive
| displeasure to many who had hitherto

THE MISSION HOUSE,
i

‘exp?essed and shown in a most substan-
i tial¥manner, the warm interest they had
{ always felt in the Island of Piteairn and
| its people. While this to the islanders
{Wasj sad to contemplate, they felt that
: theyt could ‘mot do otherwise than to fol-
lowitheir convictions of duty.”

Mt. Tay, not béing -an ordained min-
istey could not officiate in some things
that the people requined in: making this
radigal change in their religious faith.
Thefdenomination which he represented
teach: that immersion only is Seriptural
bapigm, - The islanders had been sprin-
kied/in harmony with the teachings of
the Church of England. When they be-
came convinced that they should be im-
mensed they desired that scme one au-
thorized to #dminister this ordinance. be
sent to them for this purpose. . Mr, Tay
left them in the last week in November,
1886, to return to his home for the pur-
pose. of arranging for an ordained min-
ister to return. with him to attend to the
baptisrmal service. -

As the means of transportation were
s0 uncertain Mr. Tay did not return to
the island umtil the year 1890. Dwuring
thiat interval the islanders saw but few
people outside of their own home asso-

PITCAIRN ISLAND AND ITS INHABITANTS.

(Written for The Times by J. H. Durland.)

ciates. About a year after Mr, Tay left
them H. M. S, Cormorant made them a
Lvisit. The officers soon observed that a
change had been made in the observance
of the Sabbath day, and began to ques-
tion the leaders in regard to their chang-
ed views, Soon the whole story was
told, and the following extract from an

. article writtens by a gentleman on board

the Cormorant will give the reader some

;idea how the change was received by

i those on. board:

| “It will be a matter of regret, there-
! fore, to many who are interested in the
little community to hear that within the
last year or two their principles have
undergone a revolution, and that they
have enrolled themselves among the

Seventh-day Adventists—a sect origin-
ating in the United States.”

Mr. Tay reached his home safely and
soon presented a report of his work be-
fore the missionary board of his denom-
ination, asking them to send a minister
to the island at once. A minister was
chosen for this mission, who sailed from
San Francisco for Honoluku, while Mr.
Tay went on to Tahiti to await the ar-
rival of the missionary en route for Pit-
cairn, Isiandi < At Honolilu a small cpaft
was chartefed. to carnmy the missionary
to Pifcairmy Telandy-and swiled for ) Tahiti
to take Mr. Tay on board, and thence on
to their destination. After several months
waiting ' with no tidings from the brig,
Mr, Tay returned to California, where
he learned that the boat was lost at sea
and all on board had perished.

Several attempts were made to get a

cess.. There! were ' mo ships that called at
the island but men-of-war, and they
made their trips sévirregularly from Ta-
hiti that no ecalculations could be made
Ias to when their connections could be
Im-ade. The only thing left tdimeet the
omergency was to build a missionary
ship. !

Words of
Eloquence

Principal Peterson, of McGill Uni-
versity, Addresses Depart-
ing Troopers.

Beautiful Picture of the Loyalty
of the Children of the “Moth-
er of Nations.”

During the progress of the ceremonies
attending the departure of the Stratheona
Horse for iSouth Africa, Principal Peter-
son, of McGill University, ‘made the fol-
lowing eloquent speech:

“The -gallant men, in whose honor we
are met this afternoon, do not stand in
reed of much speaking in order ‘to assure
them of our cordial good-will. But, if I
may be allowed, in response to the
mayor's most flattering invitation, to tres-
rass for one moment, I should like fto
say, in the first place, how glad I am
to have the opportunity of echoing the
sentiments that have been already so ade-
auately and so eloguently expressed by
his worship and the chief justice, and to
say, at, the same time, how proud I-am
tc be identified with this display of pat-
riotism ealled forth by the magnificent
action of one of whom I have the honor to
stand in somewhat intimate official and
rersonal relations. . Gentlemen of Strath-
cona’s Horse, I tell you, on the eve of
your departure, that to know ILord Strath-
cona is in itself a liberal education, - His
action in ‘regard tio this matter has

Challenged the. Admiration,

not only of the home country, but of the
Fmpire ‘at large; fand in the century that
1es before us, @ eentury which we hope
aad trust will see a large expansion given
to the gldoa and ‘sentiment - of - Imperial
unity, Lord Strathcona’s name will’ go
down to history as .one of the master
builders of “the Empire. Canadians ¢had
aiready given  proof, in theexpedition -of
the Nile, of 'their feadiness to serve the
common cause, but that. gentlemen, was
but the first prelude of a grand Imperial
cLorus ‘that was soon to swell forth.. No
micre dramatic scenes have ever been en-
acted in history than the landing on South
African shores fof the various children of
the Gray Mother of Nations. ‘Lo,’ she
says, ‘lo, how they come to me, how they
return to me, ieast and south, my children
scattered; mnorth and - west, the world
trey wander, bat they come. back to me;
come, with their brave f(hearts beating.
longing to die for me. Gentlemen, the
great war, which, in the view of certaln

prophets of evil omen, was to strain the
bhonds of Empire to the breakiag down,
heg proved, instead, the most poteut iun-
strument of Imperial federation. Centle-
men, (the fear has been expressed in the
inierest of your-fighting qualities, but by
the time you get to South Africa, the war
may thave been well-nighl fended. We shall
welcome peace, whenever it comes, but I
think: our jundgment of

The Character of Our Enemies

is greqtly at fault if we do not see they
are likely, even after the inmevitable, even
after’ their finances are ended, to earry on
a warfare behind the fortresses of Pre-
toria, with which I know po men more
fitted to cope than the men of Strathcona’s
Horse. And it may be, in any case, an
army, ~of occupation will be required while
the gettlement of the country is going
on. One and all of you, gtarting from the
heart of this province of Quebec, T think
you can tell the, dwellers In the Transvaal
they have nothing to fear from such a
settlement. . The history of this province
is proof of it. \The independence she en-
joys, limited only by the obligations of
Confederation and loyalty to the throne,
attest that adherence to British sympathy
of self-governing communities for which
Great Britain is reaping her reward to-
day. When that settlement has been ef-
fected, one more proof will have been
given to the world that it is not the as-
cendancy of one race over another that
lies nearest to the Britishifheart, but equal
rights for all—equal rights for all in the
smple folds of the British flag. Great
Britain, (Egentlemen, has never acted wpon
the Roman maxim, that empire must be
retained by the same forceful methods hy
which ‘it was acquired; and thereward of
tliat she is reaping to-day in the loyal af-
fection and ¥

Willing and Enthusiastic Co-operation
of the new nations within the Empire,
Imbued . with the pride for liberty which
she has been successful in inspiring in all
the nations under her sway. Gentiemen,
in the name of {all who strained their eyes
to see your martial .forms  to-day—men,
women ‘and children—I wish  you God-
apeed. Go forth to play your part in the
great Imperial drama that is being enact-
ed on the plains of South Africa! We
shall {follow your career with affectionate
interest. Mingle yowr ranks with those-of
the men from' the Old Country, with the
‘ecntingents from  Cape Coleny and {Natal,
and with New Zealand and other parts of
the great Australian continent. Newver in
the history jof the world could such a
scene have been witnessed before, and it
would be altogether impossible to-day for
any other country to duplicate it. | Gentle-
men, your action will strengthen and con-
solidate the ifeeling for Imperial unity.”

» TROOPS FOR PHILIPPINES.

P
(Associated Press.)

New York, March 23.--The transport Sum-
per, which gails for the Philippines to-
morrow, will carry more than a thousand
cavalry, infantry’ and artillery recruits,
and a large number of civilians,

Cape to Cairo
Railway

The Carnegie Steel Company Ex-
pects to Get Contract for
Material.

Prospectiug Party Ready to Sur-
vey Proposed Route--Carnegie-
Frick Settlement.

(Associated Press.)

New York, March 23.—Referring to the
settlenient of the differences between Am
drew  Carnegie and Henry C.. Frick, the
Press says to-day: ) :

“As is known to all Great Britain and
to the mnewspaper  reading public of . the
United States, the one pet scheme of
Ceeil Rhodes, “The Sonth. African Colos-
sus,” is his Cape to Cairo railroad pro-
ject. This one idea hiag had far more to
do with the Boer war than ever has been
told. . As all England knows of his great
broject, so does .all Pittsburg, which
means the “steel manufacturing ' industry
of the United States, know that the Car-
negie  Steel Co. has expected to obtain
the contract for furnishing the steel rails,
bridge bulldibg material and other con-
struction " work for the great railroad.

“The Carnegie Steel Co. went so far last,
fall as to form ‘a prospecting party of civil
engineers, draughtsmen and others versed
in surveying and engineering to go over
the proposed route of 'the Cape to Cairo
vailrgad. The prmospecting party expected
ta be in Central Africa for two *years at
least, 'and it was to start from Pittsburg
for Capetown next month. Had the bit-
ter feud eontinued between these two mil-
lionaire irom and steel kings, the affairs
of the Carnegie Steel Co. possibly would
have been tied up by litigation, the num-
erous mills closed by injunctioms obtainéd |
by Prick, and all the possibility of this
company getting the enormous contract
for steel rails for the Cape to Cairo rail-
road would have been off.” . :

{

BRITISH SUBJECTS ILLTREATED

i
(Associated Press,),

Kingston,” Jamaica, March 23,—Dis-
patches from Surinam, Dutch Guiana,
received here to-day, say the feeling of
the Duteh there is strongly antagonistic
to the British and that British subjects
in prison have been so brutally treated
that they recently revolted and shot one
of the keepers. The British residents of
Surinam are said to be suffering from
the same grievances as complained of by
the Uitlanders of South Africa.

| by ‘British volleys,

passage to the island, but without suec-

RTINS

Gen. Cronje’s
Sedan

His Picturesque Meeting With
.the Conqueror--Showed
No Emotion.

The Boer Leader Ate Heartily
and Smoked Like a
Philosopher.

C. E. Hands, special correspondent: of
the London Daily Mail, telegraphed frons
Paardeberg on. February 27th as fol-
lows:

At 3 o’clock this- morning a sudden and
fierce Mauser fire was heard in the di-
rection of Cronje’s laager, the cracking
of the enemy’s fusilade bei
atever was hap-
pening we were unable to tell on ae-
count of the darkness,

On 'the opposite side of the river, near
the main camp, the firing was heavy, and
we knew that something was being wip-
ed off the slate or added fo it. For half
an hour the firing lasted, then died away,
crackled again, and dropped. The silence
was punctuated only by occasional shots.

At daylight firing recommenced, but
with a difference, British shots prepon-
derating. By 6 o’clock it had entirely
ceased, and then a rousing cheer from
Signal Hill told that the obstinate Cronje
had givVen in. At % o’clock he was a pris-
omer in Lord Roberts’s camp,

The glory of the surrender is

Largely Due to the ‘Canadians:
their trenches were systematically ad-
vanced to within eighty yards of the
Boer trenches. . The enemy kept up 4
terrible fire, but our men' pressed for-
ward, covered by the steady fire of the
Gordons, and when daylight ecame the
Canadians occupied the position and ren-
dered the Boer trenches untenable.

We now commanded the entire laager,
and-Cronje’'s game was up. Disappoint-
ed at the failure of his reinforcements,
he sent word that he surrendered.

It was a picturesque scene ‘when
Cronje was brought to Lord Roberts at
the headquarters camp. ‘A heavy-
shouldered, almost hump-backed man,
heavy-bearded and heavy-lipped, c¢lad
farmer-like in drab, and wearing a broad-
brimmed felt hat, lumbered along on a
little grey Boer pony, followed by an
escort of Lancers.

Dismounting, he found himself before
the little, wiry, close-knit Roberts, It
was the greatest contrast possible, but
Lord Roberts, who was wearing a sword,
received the Boer general with a dignity
that made Kim look six feet high. e

Cronje bore himself with ;

T Dinieed Simplicity,
accepting with a'bow the chair which
Lord Roherts: himself " proffered - him.
They talked together for some minutes,

Cronje’s secretary, Mr, Keizer, interpret- -

ing. N1

Cronje said it was impossible for him
to hold out against the position the Brit-
ish had gained, and he had to recognize
the inevitable. The Boer leader showed
no emotion at his situation, accepting it
wit.h_ fortitude and even . occasionally
smiling grimly. He had had a very um-
comfortable time, he said, and had lost
terribly.

Between 3,000 and = 4,000 prisoners
marched out .of the laager, as well as
Murs: ‘Cronje and a grandson, who ac-
companied the commandant;

The only disappointed man is General
Hector‘Macdonald, who was nursing his
wounded foot and talking of the anniver-
sary of Majuba. He thought the victory
cheaply bought,

Later—As I have already telegraphed,
the game was finished this morning. Al
few minutes of daylight were this morn-

| ing enough 'to show Cronje the decisive

nature of the advantage the Canadians
had gained in the darkness.

Ige sent out a white flag at 6 o'clock,
an ] \ :

s

_~ Then Came Out Alone, ""',
and, after some-brief negotiations, rode

in charge of General Prettyinan to Lord

Roberts’s camp. Even now when all
was lost he could not.miss an opportun-~
ity of deceiving the hated rooinek, who
this day eighteen years ago left him with
utilll)ullet in his body which he carries
still.

After a few minutes’ conversation,
during which Lord Roberts was most
considerate and courteous, Cronje asked
for breakfast, and ate heartily and un-
concernedly, ih

“Liook,” -said a young officer, “he gives
us all this trouble, and is now fast wolf-
ing our ham.” i

After breakfast he smoked a -cigar—
one of a few remaining choice ones with
‘which the staff is supplied.  He smoked
with philosophic enjoyment. - When it
was finished he asked for another, as

he was without his pipe.

Then an omcer went and asked him
how many men  surrendering it was
necessary to provide rations for.

“About 3,000,”" he said. A few hours
later, when the disarmed Boers marched
into camp and were ‘counted; it was
found that Cronje was a thousand wide
of the truth. There were over 4,000, be-
sides a number of women and children.

They marched a -

Disarmed” ind Unimpressed Ralble,
and it scemed impossible to believe that
these foes could hold British troops at

bay a single moment. They were rusty,

seedily clad, heavy moving, and without
a look of activity or resolve, or mark of
intelligence save only the shifty, cunning
eyes,

The Black Watch were given the honor
of occupying their laager—a destination
somewhat odorous—for despite the fact
that on Sunday thousands of horses and
cattle were thrown ‘into the swollen river,
the'laager in the river bed was still per-
meated with a fearful stench, It is al-
most impossible to believe it could be in-
dured by any human being.

The shells had made a dreadful wreck
of the laager, but the wonderful en-
trenchments outside the banks were not
damaged as they were practically im-
pervious . to our fire. 'The earthbanks
were protected on both sides, and the
trenches were deep, widening as they
descended, so that, while there was

'small chance of a shell passing the nar-

row neck, there was plenty of room for
men in- the cavern below. Each trench

was made for two men.

ng answered, ..




