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Why Labor

The O.T.A. is an Enemy
in Disguise which Unin-
tentionally has Fostered
‘BOOTLEGGING
DRUG PEDDLING
IMMORALITY
INCREASE IN DEATHS
INSANITY AND CGRIME

A Study of the Personnel
Engaged in the Retail Illicit
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When Prohibition is Not Prohibition

Prohibtion as it exists to-
of the world, is merely a prot
business and fosters a spirit of
cial standards which is not in k

Prohibition is not prohib
how to make alcohol.

‘in Ontario, or in any other part

for bootleggers and illegal
-breaking and lowering of so-
g with Ontario’s good record.
as long as human beings know

We are told prohibition is for; the protection of the youth, but

worth while things of life.
There are rows and rows of houses in

‘'we know that the very word prol_iibition encourages dissipation
‘among the young and has fostered a careless attitude toward the

any city where prohi-

1 e 1 T | bition exists where bootlegging is carried on and where the whole
quuor Trafflc - oronto family helps, including the children. What attitude toward life

The object of this enquiry was NOT for propaganda on behalf
of any interest and some twenty cases were selected as typieal of
the retail illieit liguor traffiec.

The study was made for the twofold purpose of finding whether
the traffic withdrew men that were needed in industry and what |
was the trade and other aetivities of those engaged. Twenty houses
of liguor sale were visited. Questions were asked, and were answer- |
ed in the majority of cases, freely and, in some cases reluctantly,
but all apswers were given on the understanding that pames -ml,
addresses woud not be revealed, Of the twenty cases, all, with the |
exeeption of three, were located in the distriet bounded by Bathurst |
Street on the west, {oor Street on a--m.umw—,l
the eart, and on the south, Front Street. The tables show that in a
number of cases immoral traffic accompanies iMieit sale of liquor

Temperance Aet, henee the column headed Prison Record only men-
tions eonvietions for other offences.

The column beaded Engeged in Immoral Traffic dees not neces-
sarily indicate engaged for gain, for only in one ease was such ad-
mitted, but it does indicate that in each ecase mentioned, the immoral
traffic was encouraged for the convenience of customers,

Case No. 1-—-Husband and wife, both foreign; man has no trade.
Bootlegging forms sole source of livelihood for family, Reason for
being in traffie, claims he cannot get work.

Case No. 2—-Son of above, Canadian, unmarried, in partnership
with another. He has no tradeé and served six months in prison for
serious offence. Claims he cannot get work. Partner, Canadian born,
of foreign parentage, is a factory worker. He elaims that he can get
a better living by bootlegging.

Case No. 3—-Man native born. Trade: plumbér.

Has no prison |

record, but claims that he can make a good living in the liquor traf- | no trade
elusive elientele.

fie
place

Case No. 4+ Husband and wife foreign born. Husband works in

Ontario’s Prohibition Farce

(Editorial from the ““Canadian Labor Press™ of Nov. 15, 1923)
O.\'E of the momentous questions of the day is prohibition

Also runs g club, in which gambling for small stakes takes

in all its phases and it_is particularly in the limelight
at the present time with the majority of the provinees
under Government control; and the comparison of Quebee’s
opposition with that of Ontario. It is estimated that within fif-
teen years Quebee will have paid off her debts and «at the same
time conditions are not so bad there as they are in Omtario
with regard to the moral aspeet. Immorality and viee exists
to & more or less degree in any community, be it wet or dry, and
we are of the sincere belief that Ontario would be ahead in every
way if we handled the liquor question in a similar manner to
that prevailing m British Columbia, We may be wrong, but
we believe that the only individuals benefiting under the
Ontario Temperance Act are the doetors and bootleggers.
Instead of the citizens in genmeral, through the Govermment,
getting the henefit, it is going into the hands of a few. We .
venture to say that ninety-five per cent. of the liguor preserip-
~ tions issned by doetors are unnecessary from a medicinal stand-

pretext that the beverages are harmful: if so, why is it not
kept from those individuals who have the price? This whele
question again demonstrates the inequalities that exist between
the rich and the poor. Omtario's Temperance Act should be
changed so that the business is run for the benefit of the masses.

rare these children going to take as they grow older?

The workers in the province of Ontario are not satisfied with

glass of beer through legitimate ‘means. -
TAXES

ithe Ontario Temperance Act. [t deprives the working man of his

The Ontario Temperance Ac&l\l.; resulted in the diversion of

reyenue from the treasury of the province to the pockets of the

bootleggers and dope peddlers, thereby increasing  the already
No account was taken of convictions for breach of the Ontario | t00 heavy burden of taxation which the workers of the province

ijails and asylums.

(are called upon to assume in the face of depressed business con-
ditions which have caused a lowering of wages,

Not only has the rightful revenue of the province been diver-
ted but costs have been enormously increased through the en-
forcement of the Act and through the extra upkeep of hospitals,

faetory, while wife looks after the bootlegging business in day time. |
Hushand assists at nights. No prison records. Reasons for earrying |
on such a business is ““easy money.””
Case No_5—Hushand and wife both foreign born/ Husband has |
Has a well-established bootlegging business, with an ex-
No prison record. Resson for engaging in business |
is ““to make money.”" !
Case No. 6—Man Canadian horn, of foreign parentage, unm-ri
ried, no trade, financed by backer of foreign birth. Morals: loose; |
no prison records. Reasom for bootlegging, *“‘wants to make easy |
»

Case No. 7-—Native born, of foreign extraction, no trade. Em-
ploys mative-horn help 2t salary of 30 per week. Business is con-
dueted hehind guise of retail store. Reasns for earrying on business
is ““that he wants to make easy money.™”

Case No. 8-~ Woman, married, foreign born, not living with hus-
band. Customers are brought by taxi drivers. Keeps girls for illiet
intercourse with enstomers. Reasons for earrying on traffic is ““that
she can make a good living.””

Case No. 9 Woman, native born, unmarried, keeps house in ex-
clusive residential neighborbood, and has exclusive clientele. Pro-

{Continued on Page Two) :

Results of Prohibition in Ontario

{Editorial from issue of November 30th, 1923.)

N the issue of the ““Canadian Labor Press”” for November 15th,
we pointed out editorially the inequalities that exist in On-
- tario’s Teasperance Aet. As a result of the weakness of the
Act, the moral and social life of Ontario is seriously affected.
It is human mature to want to do that which is prohibited. |
Even a ehild of two years of age will risk a whipping to aet
against the wishes of the parents, and so it is with the youth
and adult. It is net comsidered good form for a girl or bey to
attend a party nowadays without having a “little
on the hip.”” for the very reason that it is a contraband artiele.
Natarally one thing leads to another and in Ontario to-day we
have an immoral situation which is truly alarming. We also
have a growing drug evil with us which to some extent is the
outeqme of prohibition. Being unable to procure liguor and
_feeling that they are being deprived of something make a
fertile field for the drug peddier. The hahit very easily and
quickly develops., amd we are informed that it is nert tp im-
possible to eure. Rootleg whiskey is known fo be poisonons
and is ereating a degenerate race of people and is responsi
for many deaths Prohibition hits 2t the motherbood of the
country also : the girl of to-day is the mother of to-morrow, and

7

such time as he knew emough to behave himself. The result she realizes too late the havoe that liquor parties has wrought. |
voddkthtmudolﬂeﬂom-e,tumdngbmm Then there is the home inflaence. Dad is busy, and in Jots of }i
to enforce the O.T.A., they would receive all the revenne from cases, mother = also, home brew and all the various
licenses and profits and they could control the profits to the kinds of wines. while little v and Mary are looking on and
manufacturers as well. and the moral and business standard getting their tastey whem Johuny and Mary grow up and
of the province would be on & much higher plane as a conse commence attending at-parties, the inevitable question is ‘“who
lm~ has a drink*"™” i y
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Adopt Resolution

Favoring Govern-
ment Control

1924 CONVENTION IN LON.
DON, ONT., ON FRIDAY, SEPT.

19th, ADOPTED A RESOLU.|
‘TION HEARTILY ENDORSING

THE SALE OF AND
LIQUOR IN THE PROVINCE
OF ONTARIO, UNDER GOV-
ERNMENT CONTROL.

Civic Pay Is to
Be Classified
Board Asks Report on Fair Rate for
City Scheduie
Vasiseuver—Peliswing e sesuipt
dl“»‘ﬂ.mdm&

C. Brakenridge, city engineer to report

2 number of anomalies in the various
rates of pay. Most of these apharent-
Iy inequitable rates arose from time
1o time owing to flat increases or de-
Ccreases ordered by the coumcil and

| 1atterty by the adoption of the straight

$4 per day rate of pay, said Mr. Bra-

kenridge Al J. Benmett objected
o the action of the majority, bbiding

{that # was a matter for the coneflia-
'tion board. '
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Live News and Views

“ %mmtobeahckoliﬂnmilnﬁl‘

Let Every Man de His Duty on October 23rd |

to. the O.T.A.

A Vote Against the 0.T.A.
is a Vote for

' LOWER TAXES
 HIGHER WAGES
BETTER LIVING CONDITIONS

General Prosperity of the
Province from a Social
and Business Standpoint

. Prussianism and Prohib_ition

The extracts given below are taken from the ‘‘Round Table,™
March, 1918, and make a very able analysis of Prussian social does
itrine. It will be seen after perusal that the social beliefs of oux
| Prohibition friends hear a very close resemblance in essential ideas,
| Prussianism is a doctrine of authority. It is founded on a sense
| of the weakness and belplessness of man in his natural state. Man is
i not born free. He is horn a slave--a slave to impulse and capriee, to
| bodily need, to the buffeting of an imperious environment. Isolated,
| ignorant, undiseiplined, man,, the latest-born heir of tion, is no
| radiant young prinee, as some idealists see him, ready fitted to
enter into the rich inberitance of the ages, but a reed shjyering in the
wind of inward and outward eircumstanece.- .

What, on the Prussian view, is the objeet of politieal .n:k social
organization ! Isit to secure that this shi uu’. reed, 0&:“
trembling being f‘}n«q man, this pl.y‘x':i“ag of nature, sha um
through wise guidance. to the self-control witholit which freedom is
a snare. and then through freedom to the powers and responsibil-
ities whieh make up the full stature of manhood? That is not the
Prussian answer. Prussianism has at once too little faith im the
potentialities of human natnre and too keen a sense of the practieal
urgencics of present day life. “ Freedom,”’ it answers, ‘‘may indeed
be the hall-mark of ecomplete being. It may indeed be desirable, in
the abstraet. for the children of men in all their relationships. As
to that we will not be dogmatie. If the econditions of social existencs
were other than they are, the experiment of training the race td
the exereise of uneontrolled freedom might well be tried. But within
Continued on Page Four)

Prohibition in Ontario

(Editorial from the ““Canadian Labor Press” of Aug. 15, 1924)

FTER being able to think the matter over for the past
ﬂ"'.e(' years, the working men of the Provinee of On-
i . -tario are about to-have the opportunity of expressing
{] their disapproval of the present temperance laws, legislation
which was-originally foisted on the public in 1916 without sane-
tion n!’_ the voters and as a wartime measure: two referendum
Votes sinee that time, one in 1919 and one in 1921, were rushed
upon the unsettled citizens and largely through the means of
trick ballots, the original measures were sustained.
Now however, that the voting public of Ontario have kad &
. chance to witness the evils brought about through the presenf
system—we ::;ann to say that many of those who, throngh ig-
noranee, vot or the legislation at the last referend
change their ballots aceordingly. iy
| When the present laws -were rushed into foree in 1927,
! pmhbmon_mn tried to fasten the badge of disgrace on every-
{] ome who did not side in with their views, but now citizens usé
|| their own heads in discussing this all important question and
l hvedne?vendﬂutupemnixnotnwlymu
canse !:e 15 not a prohibitionist. Even now, when the present
eampaign gets under way, the prohkibition forees will try to
rule the roost and thrust upon the people their bigoted and
selfish views. Within the past few days, a prominent man in
ﬁmqa!t'ndbnﬁmrireluinfmto.mhn-d-l
ro:l‘:b::n, has made the statement
" eonsider a vote necessary, which is a far different
view from that taken by the masses who
. o e toiling need and insist
From the standpoint of the moral effeet from present
laws, we have a decided inerease in dope fiends who
up with horrible crimes: the undermining of the health

dards through imbibing illict and poisonons and
fl""'“h'?"i‘lintlenaudardofmmmm;
nmfpﬂwnul-b«-mmndlldifhhm

Vudtf_;l:;.ofﬁumﬂiehloventbe “d-onl'

i

_andnmhu-onﬁyﬁiehthyanntnﬁﬂd'
i= a financial drain both ways. Business i -‘

past three years have been very bad and in
the welfare of industry,




