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N. B. Superintendent

Of Education Discusses

Schools

and Problems

Dr. W. S. Carter at Teachers’ Parliament Today/|

Reviews the Last Two Years and Goes Exten=!

sively Into Matters Affecting the Schools of the,

Province..

Dr. W. S. Carter, chief superintendent
of education addressed to the N. B.
Teachers’ Institute this afternoon, as
follows:—

When I last had the privilege of ad-
dressing you, I took occasion to review
the accomplishment of the education de-
partment during approximately the prev-
ious ten years. On this occasion I shall
only go back two years—but you will
agree with me—two years of important
constructive legislation inasfar as schools
and teachers are concerned.

With your permission I shall also take
occasion. to mention a few things not
yet accomplished.
Teachers’ Salaries.

There is no matter of nearer concern
to teachers and incidentally to the com-
munity, than a well trained capable and,
may 1 add, adequately paid staff of
teachers.

No class or profession has been more
affected by the great war and its results
than teachers. Women were called upon
to fill the places of men in all walks in
life, and teachers, by reason of their
education and training, were found
peculiarly adepted to fill vacancies in all
activities at the very large rates of re-|
muneration prevalent during those times
of high costs of living.

Scarcity of teachers became world-
wide, and to render the situation more
acute, salaries paid to them did not re-
spond to increased needs, and became
much lower than those paid to the most
unskilled labor. :

Everywhere the supply of trained
teachers failed to equal the demand and
many schools were either closed or were
supplied by partially or wholly untrain-
ed teachers, greatly lowering the educa-
tional standards of previous years.

Teachers were compelled to associate
for their own interests and welfare and
nearly all states recognized the dangers
involved in a poorly paid and inadequate
supply of teachers. The first condition
implied the second. Various means were
resorted to, but the results were a mark-
éd increase in salary scales in all coun-
tﬂesé and better contented and much
better paid teachers.

In New Brunswick.

1 may vriefly recite what has been
done here. In 1920 a committee was
appointed by the legislature to provide
for minimum salaries for teachers. 1t
was composed of one teacher, one trus<
tee, one member of the Board of Educa-
tion, one member nominated by the lead-
er of the opposition and the chief super-
intendent of education.

The committee had several meetings
and more than-one plan was discussed—
the principal kept in view, and acted:
upon, was that the richer districts should
help the poorer ones.

The most attractive schemeé, and to
my mind the fairést, was that the whole
province should be the unit of taxation;
that all the property in it should be
taxed for school purposes and distribdted
ass the present county funds are. Un-
fortunately this plan is not at present
practicable because of the inequality of
assessment in the various counties. Coun-
ty and parish units were rejected for
similar reasons.

It ceems to me that all this shows a
necessity for uniform standards of as-
sessment in this province, and I have not
given up the hope that at no distant date
the whole province may be the unit for
assessment for school purposes.

As many of you know, it was decided
to double the county fund, making the
rate sixty cents on the $100, instead of
thirty cents, the former rate—and to dis-
tribute it in sGch a manner as to as-
sist the poorer districts.

I would like to see the rate $1 on the
$100, as has recently been provided in
Nova Scotia, and so urged upon our
legislature.

While the present rate greatly assists
poor districts, and the districts up to
$5,000 in valuation are better off than
ever before, the districts with valua-
tions from $5,000 to $10,000 require more
assistance than is now possible with the
sixty cent rate. If the rate were made

$1 this could be provided.

i By the plan recommended and ap-
proved by the legislature $100,000 yearly
has been added to the county funds. By
making the government grants of female
teachers of the same class and experi-
ence equal to those of male teachers, an
amount of approximately $75,000 per
year has been. contributed to teachers’
salaries by the province—the largest
single supplement in our history.

By this plan, the following minimim |-

salary scale was provided to take cf-
fect on the part of the province, the
second term of 1920. It was not found
possible to bring it into effect inasfar as
related to the county fund until after
the meetings of the county councils in
January, 1921.

The committee did not recommend
minimums for districts with valuations
of more than $100,000, as the salaries al-

ready paid in these were already greater
than the highest.

to some accounts all teachers have not
understood this either. It was agrced

in the legislature to allow the minimum }

salary clauses to stand for another year.
If districts do not expect salaries to go
back to ‘pre-war rates, which in the
nature of things can never happen, they
are better off than they have been be-
fore. If we fail to compete in salaries
with the other provinces of Canada, our
further educational progress will be
hopeless.

Peasions.

You are all aware that at the last ses-
sion of the legislature an amended pen-
sion act was passed by which the max-
imum pension was made $800 instead of
$400, as heretofore, and no minimum of
less than $250 per year is provided for.
There i® also a disability clause provid-
ing that after twenty years of service,
if a teacher is found totally disabled to
teach, she shall receive as many thirty-
fifths of the total pension as her years, of
gervice, from twenty years upward.

In order to provide for increased pen-
sions, and the added disability clause,
the teachers have agreed to contribute
each year five.per cent. of their govern-
ment grants.

All teachers in the service at the time
of the passage of the act, and who con-
sequently will have contributed fo the
pension fund, are eligible to participate
in its benefits.

It is a matter of regret that under
these provisions the act could mot be
made retro-active. In such cases a be-
ginning has to be made at some particu-
lar time, and it is Inevitable that In-
equalities should exist. #

The absence of the disability clause
hes in the past been the cause of great
hardship to some. While we can not
remedy all of this, I trust that the same
complaint will not be possible in the
future.

1 speak subject to correction, but inas-
far as my knowledge extends, we have
in New Brunswick the most liberal pen-
sion act in Canada. Under our act pro-
vision is not only made for teachers, but
in addition for teachers who are en-
gaged as inspecters, mormal school in-
structors, local superintendents and sec-
rétaries and others.

This class of pensioners will be re-
quired to pay the maximum contribu~-
tion of $20 each year.

Courses of Instruction

and Text Books.

To speak frankly to you, neither ouf
courses of instruction nor all of our text
books in use at present are satisfactory
to me. Similar conditions exist else-
where.

As you may be aware, the maritime
provinces hel a conference two or three
years ago to promote greater harmony
and eo-operation in the matter of school
texts.

The four western provinces of Canada
have been in eonference d;ang the same
time with the same objectives.

Your committee agreed with Nova

Scotia and Prince Edward Island as to
the adgption of several text-books, but
not all® T have not as yet been able to
get the restlts of the western confer-
ences. The war has rendered some of
our texts obsolete—this applies especially
to geography and partially to history.
1t also has an influence upon our litera-
ture. :
Some of our texts have never been
popular, others have become stale with
use and obsolete in method. It is a pop-
ular fallacq, that we add to our courses
of instruction every year and change
our text books with great frequency.

It is a poor week that does not pro-
duce some proposal to add to our cofirse
of instruction, adopt some text-book or
write essays in the schools to exploit
some idea. We are constantly resisting
proposals and I am conscious of dis-
couraging some very worthy objects.

Parents and others who complain of
an overloaded course are often found
advoeating longer holidays, shorter school
hours and abolition of home study. They
desire something for nothing, and seek
soft options for Mupils who are being
purtured with the idea, long ago ex-
ploded, that there are new royal roads
to learning, and that time is required as
well as application and industry to in-
sure results.

Parents need education as well as
childvren and I would advise teachers to
get more closely in touch with them. By
so doing they will learn many things
themselves.

1 wish Lord Meath's essays on “Duty
and Discipline” could be in the hands of
‘all parents and teachers.

While you all are aware of it, you will
not object to my reminding you of the
fact that we have added no obligatory
subject to our prescribed course during
the last twenty years. Such subjects as
manual training, household science and
music are optional with school boards.

We have always hed physical training
in some form, also health, nature study
and drawing.

Average Salaries of Teachers, 1920.

Class of Teacher.
Grammar School ........
Superior School ....
First Class, Male ........ i
Second Class, Male .
Third Class, Male ..
First Class, Female ..........
Sécond Class, Female v...cccocvene
Third Class, Female

It will be noted that salarles have
more than dotibled in the last ten years.
It may also be noted that cost of living
has more than doubled in that time.

These minimums have been required
from all districts and it may be added
there has been very little, if any, friction
or complaint.

Some members of . the legislature et
the last session raised objections to any
minimum—and in some quarters regret
was expressed that the old time privilege
of living at home and teaching cheaply
should be abolished. That has been the
most potent cause of low salades in the
past.
1t is only now that the full effect upon
districts of minimum salaries can be
understood, as the second county fund
draft was only received in March last.
Many districts voted altogether too
rouch at the last annual meeting, and
should have a large surplus at the end
of the yvear. Many tristees have not
seemed to understand that these salaries
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Botany, chemistry and drawing, which
in the old days were regarded by some
as fads, are now recognized as the basis
of agricultural and industrial instruction.

Latin, Greek and French, which were
at some time compulsory, are now either
wholly or partially optional.

Geometry and algebra are not begun
as early as formerly, and I believe we are
neglecting too greatly such an important
subject a8 physics.

We cannot be a law unto ourselves as
to subjects or courses of instruction. We
must keep step with the times. Our
boys and girls have to compete with
others and must not be placed by any
action of ours at a disadvantage with
them. Complaint has already been made
that our students have not been able to
enter some of the colleges because of
deficiency in physics.

A four-year High School course is
well nigh universal. I favor it for our
own province, but such a change has not
as yet cemmended itself to the text book
committee.

Why do

Increase
$956.89
588.75
847.48
429.87
299.29,
563.08

1911
692.49
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To the person
finding Mr. H-G.
Marr, missing
since Thursday
morning, June
22nd. :

J. H. MARR

changes in our text books? Because
war prices still prevail in books, and we
do not desire to enter into contracts at
peak prices.

1t is peinted out that wood prices have
fallen—the prices of paper have not re-
sponded and those for printing and bind-
ing have advanced.

n the selection of history texts it is
difficult if not impossible to satisfy all
schools of thought. Our High School
history course is far from satisfactory.
We have been umable to find a text in
general history to which there is not ob-
jection. Myers’, which was discontinued
a couple of years ago, has again been
recommended by the text book com-
mittee and the inspector. It has not as
yet been submitted to the board of edu-
cation for approval. :

‘We are suffering in comparative sta-
tistics because we admit pupils to the
schools at the age of six instead of five,
as in some other provinces. Our text
book committee is divided as to a
change. We are also at a disadvantage
in statistics because we have five stand-
ards of one year and a half each in coun-
try districts, instead of eight grades of
one year each. The text book commit-
tee is of the opinion that the advantages
of our present plan outweigh any dis-
advantages referred to. 7

Loans to Studmg-Tuchen.

Attendance at the Normal School dur-
ing the present year has been almost a
record one. This has been brought about
largely by two agencies—larger salaries
prospectively and loans to student-
teachers.

After the war the visible supply of
teachers was diminishing so rapidly that
it was felt in order to get a normal sup-
ply of trained teachers promptly that
deserving and ambitious students should
be assisted and encouraged to take Nor-
mal School courses.

Accbrdingly, in 1921, the legislature
enacted that all students who possess the
necessary academic standing for admis-
sion to the Normal School for any class
of license in advance of third, and who
required financial assistance to enable
them to complete the Normal course,
may borrow from the government an
amount not exceeding $400.

The loan is repayable over a period of
three years, with interest at six per cent.
The province has a lien upon the teach-
ers’ government grants until the loan is
repaid.

No loans are made to licensed teachers,
it being assumed that they should be
able to help-themselves.

Between seventy and eighty ‘students
availed themselves of these loans during
the school year.

Trustees’ Convention.

New Brunswick was the first maritime
province to hold a purely trustees’ con-
vention. Nova Scotia and Prince Ed-
ward Island will have theirs soon.

Last November about 300 trustees
from all over the province met in Fred-
ericton in convention. The enroliment
was 150, but as many more unaccredit-
ed delegates were present. A brief ac-
count of the proceedings by the chair-
man, Mr. W. J. Mills, appears in the
last annual report. The convention had
Mr. Willlam Iverach, a veteran trustee
from Manitoba, to counsel and partici-
pate in its proceedings. Many interest-
ing and valuable addresses were given
and excellent suggestions were made.
The trustees organized and elected offi-
cers. I look for much assistance and co-
operation from the trustees of the pro-

Thousands of bottles have
been sold without any adver-
tisement whatever, because it
‘relieves the most stubborn
cases of INDIGESTION and
CHRONIC DYSPEPSIA.

Pamphlet free on request.

Price 50c. and $1.25
Mailed anywhere on receipt of
$1.25

SHORT’S PHARMACY,

g 6-10 tf 63 Garden Strit-J

vince in the future. I certainly hope they
will meet every year or two years, and at
some future time I look forward to a
combined meeting of trustees and teach-
ers. Trustees can and will be of the
greatest assistance to us in solving our
educational problems.

Summer Schools,

Some county constitutes have by reso-
lution expressed the desire to have Sum-
mer schools of wider scope than those
now conducted by the vocational and ag-
ricultural departments, and embracing
such subjects as educational baychology,
school management and administration,
history of educstion, -health education,
art, music, French and prim methods.
I think we should have ope provincial
Summer School te cover thefground men-
tioned or its equivalent, i addition to
any necessary work now being done.

It would be still better if it could
be arranged to unite with Nova Scotia
and Prince Edward Island in one large
school for the maritime provinces.

To give to all tegchers who would at-
tend the same, subsidies now given vo-
cational and agricultural students, would
require a large sum of money.

Advisory Board.

Our text-book committee might be
improved by giving it representation
from trustees as well as teachers. It
should meet more frequently to discuss
any phase of education and its recom-
mendations should receive special con-
sideration by the board of education.

This will not in any way subtract
from the direct
board of education to the people of the

but the assistance of a representative
advisory board could be of the greatest
use.

Executive cemmittees of institute
teachers very often complain that the
programme of our institute is not well
balanced, and that some important
branches of work are left off. This is
no doubt true and no doubt the present
one may prove no exception.

In my opinion; the fault lies in the

to exclude any subject. Instead of vot-
ing upon the topics selected at a short
meeting of the committee, a sub-commit-

tain number of subjects covering in as

far as possible our whole range of edu-
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A loaf of Butter-Nut Bread kept
under the same conditions as in an or-
dinary home, was still fresh enough to

eat.

Other bread would have been un-

_ palatable in half that time.

There’s no waste with

BUTTER-NUT BREAD.

It cuts without crumbs, it is deli-

cious to-the last heel. End oven drudg-

ery, enjoy better bread by asking for

Butter-Nut Bread .
From Robinson’s Kitchens

responsibility of the:

province, which can not be delegated,}

manner of selection and not in a desire|

tee should be appointed to choose a cer-|

cational endeavors, and selections made
from them. This need not prevent any
| other subject being added, but it would
| insure consideration of any branch not
?'rcpresentcd by a teacher upon the com-/
iy'nittee. I should be glad to have the
.institute give attention to this. [
Things to be Accomplished. l
In relating to you the most important |
features of our school legislation since;
our last meeting, I have commented
upon:—Assessment of all property in
the province for school purposes; a four‘
years’ High School course, and the neces- |
' sity for wider province for Summer
School.

I may add my belief that High School
| courses should be more comprehensive
!than at present and provide parallel
| courses in commercial subjects in all, and
ipossibly in the largest cities ome other
optional subject best suited to its needs.

Whether we are sufficiently populous

or our industrial needs are at present
great enough to justify junior high
schools, requires careful considerdtion.
We should also look into the matter of
| continuation work, and that of part time
" schools.
ll Because many more populous and
| wealthy communities are experiment-
ing along these lines, it does not fol-
'low their example with undue haste.
| There are many things not yet accomp-
‘lished, and I am relying upon the mis-
'sionary efforts of the teachers to help
to educate public opinion and to assist
in the future as they have so well done
in the past.

Our compulsery school attendance act
is not satisfactory. I shall not pursue
this subject further at present, as it is
to be dealth with at this meeting by a
gentleman well qualified to do so.

I hope with your assistance and that
of trustees and parents that we shall’
have free text books. Need I argue
this matter? If schooling is free, why
should not its tools also be free? We
need the best and most modern to be
had. We also need supplementary texts
and more and better school libraries.
Texts of an inferior quality have in
some cases been in use much too long;
cheapness instead of excellence has too
often influenced selection. There is an
idea that any teacher should be able
to write a good text. - Text-baoks “made
to order” have nearly always been fail-
ures here or elsewhere.

More training - is needed for higher
class teachers, indeed for all teachers. To-
day, inasfar as training and experience
are concerned, there is no difference be-
tween the first and second class teacher.
A _Hoense of the first class should mean
not only a higher standard of scholar-
ship, but longer training and more ex-
perience,

We should also aim at making our
Normal ‘School a more distinctly pro-
fessional trainirg school.

These things may be accomplished
after our supply of teachers more nearly |
equal the demand.

The pupils of the small and weak
districts need better opportunities, It
costs more per pupil in these districts
than in the graded schools to educate
children, with very inferior results, Be-
cause a boy is born in one of these re-
mote districts, he should not be penaliz-
ed on that account. The only remedy
in sight is more money and school con-
solidation.

This subject will be discussed here.

We are to have a paper on “Sthools
as Social Centres.” This is a movement
{ which has become wide-spread. We
|have a few parent-teachers’ associations
!in this province. In the west they are
very numerous—in the-cities and towns.
Such associations exist in connection with
each large building.

Theére should be no conflict in aims be-
tween parents and teachers. There
sometimes appears to be, One sure way
to avoid this is by means of closer as-
sociation .and interchange of ideas.

Mental tésts have become ‘a feature
in many educational programmes. While
here we have not made use of them and
do not yet understand them very well,
we should seek all information possible
regarding them before accepting or con-
demning them. I look forward with in-
terest to ‘the paper we are to have from
Miss McLatchy on “Tests for Measuring
the Results of Teaching.”

At the present time our systems of
education are devoting their best ener-
gies to the average child, if such exists.
What else may be done with large classes
|and a system of promotion that under
conditions tends to become mechanical.

Here and there something i8 béing at-
tempted on behalf of defectives and the
feeble-minded. What is being done for
! the superior child? According to all
| tests there is a small per centage of such.
| For these, in as far as I know, no special
| provision is being made. - They march
| with the procession and are retarded by

These are the boys and girls from

whom our leaders are produced. How
| are we under existing conditions to pro-
vide for their needs?

What shall be the education of the
! future? I quote from Mr. Arthur Pound
| in the Atlamtic Monthly :
“To apply the early Victorian ideal
| of education to a machine age, to call
| upon Matthew Arnold to prescribe for a
| lurried and worried democracy, may
| seem absurd. But that is what the situa-
.tion needs; and: the necessary is never
{ absurd. That cultural ideal was to fit
| for leisure those who had leisure—a
| small “minority. "With certain reserva-
| tions in the interests of truth, it may be
| said to have produced a few first-rate
| minds and a very considerable number of
gentlemen and gentlewomen. Now, Pe-
cause leisure has broadened out to in-
clude the majority, we must cultivate
| gentlemen and gentlewomen en masse.
]What was once a privilege for an ar-
| rogant sristocracy has become a neces-
l sity for an arrogant demoecracy. Unless
| our American gentlemen and gentle-
| women appear in due time, and in suf-
1 ficent numbers, civilization will be
| wrecked by machine-made barbarians,
| unable—though their machines compass
| the globe—to replace what they have de-
| stroyed.
f “] am not competent to provide the
| synthesis for this analysis, to describe
| the educational reforms which are neces-
| sary, and which I am sure are on the
‘?way. That is a task for many and
| mature minds. But certain key-points
}emerge out of the haze. We must, I
think insist upon ten years’ schooling for
every child, as an irreducible minimum,
before plunging into the whirl of auto-
matic production. There should be four
school-terms instead of two, with a brief
| holiday between; the long summer vaca-
| tion is an anarchronism in a factory
| town. So also is the Saturday holiday—
six days a week In school henceforth.
| There is so much to be taught, and there
| re so few days to teach it in, that youth
| must hurry. At the same time, school
should be so much more interesting that
the charge of drudgery could not hold.
Then, too, there must be more teachers
\a.nd smaller classes; better equipment;
more money spent all round. Finally,
| there should be a complete system of
| continuation schools, wherein those who
| desire to use their labor—bought leisure
; by securing further instruction presum-
ably will have been so far inoculated
| with the inteHectual virus that they will
go on improving their minds at leisure,

we not make Decessary oSS  to come extent, thus demonstrating on &
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wide scale that education is not a matter
of youth, but of life, With such a start,
the many read, discuss, and enjoy
the noblest works of man. And some
among them have no fear, will create
as well as recreate.”

My address to you has -been chiefly
practical. The professional side will be
ably dealt with by others.

There is no limit to the work expected
of teacners. Outside of her ability to
teach the obligatory subjects of the
course of instruction, she is required to
give instructiofi in manners an morals.
Some would have her give religious in-
struction as well, She should be able
to give elementary manual training to
the boys and sewing and cooking to the
girls. She is expected to be a social ser-
vice leader or worker, know how to ad-
minister first aid and to be interested in
Red Cross work. She is invited to estab-
lish Audobon societies among the pupils
and to prepare programmes for the ob-
servance of Empire and Arbor days. It
has also been proposed that
Charta Day be observed in the schools.
She is invited to qualify for the work of
kindergartens, school playgrounds and of
schools for defectives. She is requested
to have her pupils compete in essay writ-
ing to exploit a variety of subjects.
These are not nearly all the demands
made upon teachers, but they serve to
emphasize their importance as features
in the community and their worth to
their employers.

Surely no one can or will cavil at the
material rewards asked and given for
such service.

1 have to thank you all for the cheer-
ful and willing co-operation you have
ven me in all demands made upon you,
and look to the future in the confident
expectation that you will prove equal to
your varied responsibilities.

FARMER GORED TO DEATH.
Tillsonburg, June 28—With his ribs
crushed in and his face lacerated by
hoofs, James Oterson was found dead in
a field on the farm of Thomas Lowrie,
Dereham township. He had evidently
been gored to death by a bull which had
broken loose in the Lowrie pasture from
a neighbor's place.

Oterson went back to get the cows
at six o’clock, and a search was made
half an hour later when he failed to re-
turn. It is presumed that the neighbor’s
bull and the Lowrie bull had been en-
gaged in combat and Oterson tried to
part them.

Oterman was about 60 years of age.
He is survived by his widow, but no
children.
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Do You Like
the Movies?

Unable to make out the pictures
clearly, many people do not care
for the movies. Faces, foliage of
trees, little details that persons
with normal visfon ate attracted
by, are hidden from them,

Be certain that your vision is
correct by an examination at Boy-
aner’s. Satisfactory service guar-
anteed.

D. BOYANER,: Optometrist.

333 Charlotte Street.

BOY WANTED TO GO TO JAIL.

Said He Was 21, Preferring Men Cell-
mates to “Kids.”

New York, June 28—“I don’t want “to
hang out with the kids and be sent away
with them.”

George Topping, 16 years old, of 30
Skyeman street, Brooklyn, made this
statement when the complaint of grand
larceny against him was dismissed by
Judge McLaughlin in the County Coux
Brooklyn, who turned the youth ove
to the Children’s Court. i

George when he was arrested on May
8 last confessed stealing an automobile.
He gave his age as 21. He was then
sent to the New York Reformatory.
Yesterday Assistant District Attorney .
Taylor of Brooklyn obtained proof that
George was 16 years old.

George told the court he preferred to
go to jail with “real men, not kids.”

“And that’s why I lied about my age,”
he added.
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