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FTHE EVENING TIMES A

ds Strongest

Argument Possible for Election of

Supporter of Foster Government

Striking Comparisons Between Good Government,

and Previous Maladministration

Electors of Glen Falls Applaud Recital of Record
of Liberal Regime and the Logical Appeals for
.Support for A. F. Bentley in the By-Election

Tomorrow.

-AThz electors of the newly-created polling. district at Glen Falls exhibited

tangible evidence of their appreciation o

f the stabilizing efforts in the manage-

ment of the affairs of the province by the Foster administration as compared with

the maladministration by their predecessors
meeting in
Bentley, the government candidate for the

exceptionally large numbers at a
evening in the interests of A. F.

vacant county seat to be filled tomorrow,
strong and forcible addresses by Hon. Peter J.
and Hon. J. E. Michaud, of Edmundston.

of the best attended, proportionately, of the

Dr. L. M. Curren, M. P. P,
This meeting, which was one

in office when they turned out in
the Manor House, Glen Falls, last

and listened most attentively to the
Veniot,minister of public works;

campaign so far, marked the second address by the minister of public works in

St. John county, and he

was accorded a flattering reception. His effective justi-

fication of the acts of the Foster gwernmmt—particu‘larly his own department
—won for him round after round of vociferous approval in a speech that struck
the keynote to victory at the polls tomorrow.

The Issue.

~“If St. John county does not elect Mr.
Bentley tomorrow, then there is no use
in our trying to give this province effi-
sient government. Remember, the eyes

of the province will be on this county
tomorrow, especially Kings county. Do
vou approve of the Foster administra-
tion—or do you not? That is the issue.
I am confident that in my home in

| Bathurst on Saturday evening the news
will Aash over the wire that Mr. Bentley
is elected and the cause of good govern-
ment vindicated.” The last part of Hon.
Mr. Veniot’s speech was drowned in a
great outburst of applause and it was
some time before order was restored.

Dr. Curren, who preceded Hon. Mr.
Veniot, was in splendid trim, while
Hon. Mr. Michaud, the last speaker,
made a very favorable impression in his
first appearance before the electors of
St. John county.

Johm Whalen was chairman ‘of the
meeting and the audience included more
than a dozen women electors.

Dr, Cusren.

In opening the speechmaking, Dr. Cur-
ren first warmly wewcomed Hon. Mr.
Veniot and Hon. Mr. Michaud. “There
is no more popular man in the province
than Hon. Mr. Veniot,” said Dr. Curren,
amid applause. The opposition had
made several ineffectual attempts to
criticize the policies of the public works
department but he would leave this dis-
cussion to the minister. It was a mat-
ter for pride, he declared, to any &up-
porter of the Foster government that the
biggest spending department of the exe-
cutive government was so wisely man-
aged. (Applause.)

The County Roads.

He referred to the excelleht re-
sults attained by Hon. Mr. Veniot
in improving the county roads as
compared with the deplorable con-
ditions of ten years ago. If the elec-
tors appreciated these efforts, they
would send additional support to
Fredericton for Premier Foster.

Government Finances.

It was to the credit of the present
day administration, Dr. Curren asserted,
that the revenue of the province had
been doubled since the Foster govern-
ment assumed power. This had been
obtained chiefly from the crown lands
department. He pointed out that the
Foster government had dared to increase
the stumpage rate to- $5 inspite of the
protests of the lumbermen who had
bound the late government to an agree-
ment not to raise the rate of $1.60 for
ten years.

The former administration had saddled
the enormous debt of a quarter of a
million dollars annually on the province
by its capable negligence in handling the
Valley railway. That was a Conserva-
tive investment and yet the opposition
speakers - possessed the audacity to go
around the county and declare that the
Foster government was running the
country into bankruptcy.

Dr. Curren referred again to the con-
structive policies: laid down and carried
out by the present government and ap-
pealed effectively for support at the polls

he determined within himself that his
conduct would not be such as would re-
flect on his colleagues and his party, nor
would he place on the records of the|
province any stain such as had been
laced there by the late administration.

Applause). Knowing something of the
methods employed by the late govern-

_as he was one of those who had
pressed the charges which finally re-
sulted in their being swept from power
fn 1917—he had profited by their experi-
ence. “Since 1917 until the present time,
I have not given one moment of my
time to my own private business af-
fairs,” he declared.

His attention had been drawn to con-
ditions at Eastmount. He would make
no promises on the eve of an election,
but he did assure his hearers that the
provincial government was ready to
meet all necessary requirements. He
deemed this a necessity.

Street Railway Extension.

He asserted that a canvass in con-
nection with the extension of the
street railway lines towards Red
Head was being made by the opposi
tion speakers, He declared his com-
plete willingness to aid any exten-
sion in that section provided the
street railway people met him half
way. (Applause.)

Concerning Mr. Palmer.

As to the seatless leader of the opposi-
tion, Hon. Mr. Veniot had a word to
say concerning Mr. Palmer’s reciless
statements. This was the same gentle-
man who ‘was treasurer of the Valley
railway. Mr. Palmer had gone about
holding up & receipt to the effect that
he had handed over $75,000 to the in-
coming Foster government in 1917 in
connection with the Valley railway con-
tract. Nobody denied this, said Hon.
Mr. Veniot. It proved, he declared, the
charge he made, namely, that this check
had lain in the desk at Fredericton in-
stead of being cashed and placed to the
credit of the province. All this was
the truth as brought out at an investiga-
tion under oath. “And, yet, these are
the men who are mow asking you tlo
trust them,” said Hon. Mr. Veniot,
scathingly.

Road Department.

In 1917, when he took charge of the
road department, he found there was
no organization and that incompetent
officials were in charge. - The $42,000
raised from the automobile tax was be-
ing placed in the general fund and no
one knew where or how it was expend-
ed. Immediately, Hon. Mr. Veniot said
he set to work and obtained authority
to set this automobile tax fund aside
to be used for road purposes only. Money
had been borrowed but provision, in the
way of sinking fund, had been made
to retire this debt. In 1917, there were
2,184 automobiles in the province with
the tax amounting to $42,000. This
year, there were 16,000 machines, bring-
ing in a revenue of $320,000. (Applause).

County Improvements.

What had the government done
for St. John county? asked the min-
ister. He read a detailed report of
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the expenditures made by his de-
partment during the last five years
in St. John county. On ordinary
roads and bridges, the total sum of

tomorrow. His concluding remarks, in
which he painted a high ideal of citizen-
ship, made a fine impression and hearty
approval greetéd his resuming his seat.

Furthermore, they are leaders in a‘ “I suppose our sense of values had a good
gigantic plan to erect a passenger station | deal to do with it. Then we had a vision
available for all steam .and interurban | of great possibilities for that part of the
the | city. But with all of our visions we di ¢
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Hon. P. J. Veniot,

Before entering into a discussion of
the public questions confronting the peo-
ple in this election, Hon. Mr. Veniot ex-
pressed his extreme pleasure on peing
present and for the hearty reception ac-
corded him. Dr. Curren had spoken ap-
preciatively of his work. He would say
to his hearers that when he undertook
the grave responsibilities of his office

$332,527 had been spent in this peri-
od. “Contrast this with what the
late government did during its last
five years of office. They spent just
$317,296,” declared Hon. Mr, Veniot.
Was not this matter worthy of ap-
proval, he asked.

Open Books.
C. D. Richards, house leader for the
opposition, was traveling around declar-

ing .that the Foster government was
running up enormous debts yearly. True,

now reaches out to half a aozen states.
They are the men who transformed the
rugged land of Shaker Heights, Cleve-
land, into desirable home sites, and who
built a rapid transit line from that pro-
perty to the heart of the city, in spite of
every form of discouragement. They '
erected the mammotn Cleveland hotel,
with 1,000 rooms. They bought the
«Nickel Plate,” “Clover Leaf,” and Lake,
Erie & Western railroads, touching Buf-
falo. Cleveland, Toledo, Detroit, Chi-
cago, Indianapolis, Peoria and St. Louis. |

lines, with its main entrance on
Public Square.

The Van
tively young;
M. J. -forty.
and modest bearing contrast
with their amazing achievements.
the records prove what they have done,
and Cleveland people are justly proud of

0. P. is forty-two,
Their youthful appearance

“0.P. & M. J” i

sharply ' ing everything to figures,
But enthusiasm has had a lot to do with
| what we have accomplished. Yon may
know you have a good thing, but, #n or-
der to convince bthers, you must be able

not try to go too fast and we teste

Sweringens are compara- | every proposition by figures as to pos-
and sible profits before acting

“In addition to this practice of reduc-
I suppose our

“What do you regard as the real secret to get warmed up over the possibilities

of your success?” I asked O. P.
«First of all,” he repded very candidly,

)

iof your proposition.” — Albert Sidney
Gregg, in Forbes Magazine (N. Y.).

there were deficits. “That statement we
dare not deny. Why? he asked. He e
went on to explain that the books of
the province were open to every onc.
The Foster government was not ashamed
of its record as was the old govern-
ment, which did not employ an inde-
pendent audit. One of the first acts of
the Foster government was the engaging
of accountants to check up annually the
financial statements. The old govern-
ment falsified its accounts, he declared

School Books,

Speaking of the school book canvas
being made against the government, Hon.
Mr. Veniot explained that under the
Hazen government, the policy of books
at cost was adopted. This continued to
the present, except for 1918, 1919 and
1920, when the government ran behind
824,000 in selling below cost. The op-
position complained that the Foster gov-
ernment was responsible for the in-
crease. “Well, I can answer them out
of the words of their own newspaper
organ. In an editorial of May 29, The
Standard unwittingly, no doubt, justi-
fies 1':he increase by pointing out that
printing costs have increased 150 per
cent. ' That is the answer,” declared the
mipister, amid applause.

Furthermore, under the old govern-
ment party friends received special ap-
pointments to sell school books. The
Foster government changed that and de-
manded cash for all orders. The late
government used the credit system anc
thousands of dollars were found to be
owing :lhebgovernment by men who had
eive ooks and bha
i d not pajd for

Concluding his forcible address, Hon.
Mr. Veniot urged every friend of the
government to get down to real hard
work. The issue was the record of the
Foster administration. If they voted
conscientiously he had no fear as to the
result. :
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! In introducing Hon. Mr. Michaud, Dr. woman and child would enjoy better health if they ate

Curren referred to him as the youngest
member of the executive, and said he
could not refrain asking the visitor to
say a few words.

The Madawaska member gracefully
expressed his pleasure at being present,
and as both speakers preceding him had
dealt fully with the campaign issues, he
said he would not fatigue his audience
by repetition. “This fight, I believe, is
being decided on the good record of the
present government and not on the old
record of the late government, therefore
I will not talk about them but enumer-
ate briefly the progressive policies of the
Foster administration,” eaid. Hon. Mr.
Michaud.

He touched briefly on these policies,
especially the health act, the increased
giants to education and to agriculture.
_He dealt with increases in the bonded
\debt, and concluded by again thanking
them for the privilege accorded him of
speakicrg a few words.

The meeting then adjourned with the
singing of the national anthem.

A CAPE BRETON
MYSTERY SOLVED

Sydney Mines, N. S, June 8—The
body of Isaac Harrington, a miner, has
been found in Mill Creek, Bras a’Or
Gut. He had been missing from home
since April 16 (Easter Sunday) and it
was thought he had left the countrv.
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