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KEPORT ON THE BOTANIC GARDEN FOR 1899-1900.

A
To the Corporation of McGill University,

Gentlemen,—The Botanic Garden. , , was established in 1890, and
the location at present occupied was chosen as the only suitable 
site then available, with a view to ultimate transfer to a prop-
erty not only better adapted to the purpose, but one affording 
that element of permanence which can only come from actual 
ownership. The ground and houses now utilised were leased 
rrom the Trustees of the Trafalgar Institute 
of years, and this lease has been subject to annual renewal 
pending a final decision as to permanent location.

I he Garden has now been in operation for a period of ten 
years during which time it has served a most important pur­
pose n connection with the scientific and educational work of 
the Botanical Department. The grounds were carefully laid 
01.1 and a large amount of material, representing forms of vege­
tation trom many parts of the world, was planted
regions"‘fS,.Were S!“Cked W‘th ly|,ea "f '"'«"t life from various 
rhfl'v rich , a and lhis portion of ,he collection is espe-
bv th aî, IAus,ralla,i fu, ms. "'any of which were contributed 
The nndm J™ M "‘"er at considerable persona, expense,
ever have I whlch ,he Property was occupied, how-
direction ?f ,reV'n eX|,endllure of money either in the
t’ e cônë V. " antnt lmI*rovements or in ,he enlargement of 
tne collections which have been kept within such limits as 
would barely suffice to meet the ordinary 
Instruction.

for a short term

The con-

requirements of class
An examination of the reports annually submitted to the (’or

Garde0"h"h"'"’S durh,K ,he short Period of its existence 'the
Garden has not only served a most important purpose in the
c UonaU, vl'lul “ has prove,? ofVreat e^u!

'ahle- 1 11,11 ,he Present year, it has provided educa- 
‘."al resources for an average of 250 students annually and 
graduate students have found there the necessary means foi 
the prosecution of special studies. '
teaching i'nhethlaHt ,'if'p'\ y,Mrs' ,h" character of botanical 

aching in the schools throughout the province has shown
instrnedH m'irnemPnt’ b,,th Wlth respect to the quality of the 
instruction imparted and the number of the pupils taking
vantage „f such Important means of culture and training This 
improvement has been most marked within the last five 
hi consequence of the increasing number of our graduates who 
have entered upon the teaching profession in the schools of the 
Pi evince, and are especially qualified to teach botany in accord

The Present uncertainly of our tenure which may expire at 
tery critical condition of the buildings.

t

J

ad-

years

any moment, and the

\
9


