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this Aimerican newspaper literature whieh1reasonable Une a communication is sent
had better be curtailed. The Minister says w the writer if lie can be discovered. and
that this is state aid for denominational great delay occurs before the letter eau be
papers, but we say, give that aid to all treated. I am, not saying that the officiais
newspapers whichi had done so much in the are dilatory lu taking the initial steps, but
past to increase the circulation of Canadianou account of the distance in many cases the
literature. Unless the Minister succeeds delay occurs. I may say that the systen
in maling the newspapers pay their way I suggest ln this Bill was adopted eight
this law should not be passed. but lie hlim- ears ago with regard to Victoria, B.C.,
self has admitted that the rate to be char-.and bas been in force there since, withouf
ged will not pay one-fortieth of the expense there being any legal authority for it what-
which the transmission of newspapers ever.
tlirough the mails entails.

Again. Sir, there is a very strong objee- Mr. WALLACE. I eau quite understand
tion to this dead letter clause. I arm op-
posed to giving to the Postmaster General fanether point. the system Iroposed
-in speaking of the Postmaster General Iibe found useful. The Minister must re-
do not refer to the piresent incumbent of tle iember tat five-sixthsof the population of
office ; lie will not always be PostmasteriCto
General-I am opposed to giviug any Post- Ottawa. and. therefore, auy long delay eau
master General the power asked for in th! oill occur in a very sinall percentage of the
clause. Tre Postenaster General at ai saco aepondence.
owni sweet will e-au issue au order that au t hePOSTMASTE GENERAL. My
post office can be made ,a dead letter office frien clias bonceded the principle as
Suppose arm election is coeting ou lie could

reards iatori ;tanint h nitiale, bu

put nachinery in motion uer this clause, i a n aedpotec there ex necessitate rel. If ywhich would enre te s political advanen is io e
taye and to euawreingtlhseppg onts. Telo icra.d with me ln thins matter-
Mails should be jealously uarded. I say ia ala y

Mr. WALLACE. Ian quie undrstan

thatththis change should not ae made because
there is no necessity wiatever for lt. If The POSiTASTER GENERAL. I hope
it is doue at ail it sliould be doue by Order so. Are thure nt olTer points to w 's eh
lu Council and not by the will of any Min- i will ceonmede the principle ?lt waSi oiy
ister. Under this preseut Governent we contenmplated te have this lu force In cities,
are met with toomuclPower beingexerclsel.,1.andlor that intter I as fot desirous of

yr the he;ds of the departuenOs. and it laviw aitd even rfosreal loties.
woould conduce tlngoodyloverltnent if most
of these executive acts w'ere doue by Ordeir Mr. WALLACE. lu-tlie case of Vicetoria,
lu Council. What is the deiay -at Ottawa- and one other place. 1l do net think theie
udèrthe preseut dead letrer systeni te wn'oulcd be mucli objection te titis clause.
clhieh the Postmaster General refers te his e POSTMATEI GENERAL. Woud
Iwe has a very large staff bere and there niy hon. frieud objeet te R in regard te
shoud fie ne demay. The dead letter office other mail àtter than letters?
shoud be conductedi l the saone inaouer
as our savings banks a d other institulons. Mr. WALL.
ad the dead letters that ornepl one day Te POSt.ASTER GENERAL. Wuid
shoud ail be dealt with tat same day le
fore the officiais leave tUe office. I weulde ao t r d t oo
ask the Minister wha t is thee fr t.delay 
in the cas of dead letters coa l ng into te «Mr.WALLACE. I think ail letters should
office ? Suppce a dea letter cenes into be treated the same way.
headquarters to-day. when is that letter
disposed of? The POSTMASTER GENERAL. ThenMy

The POSWEIASTER GENERAL. I am
not able to go into these details. but I say
ithat the present system provokes delay
from the very nature of the case. Suppose
a letter is received at Ottawa which is nt
addressed at all.

Mr. WALLACE. That is very unusual.
The POSTMASTER GENERAL. On the

contrary It is quite usual. Or suppose it
!s Indistinctly addressed. Then the latter
Is opened and correspondence takes plac-e
and a notice may have to be sent a thou-
sand or three thousand miles away. If the
person written to does not reply within a

Mr. WALLACE.

will meet the lion. gentleman's wishes as
far as I can. Supposing that a part of the
clause is admitted-as regards other than
letters, newspapers. parcels and post cards ?

Sir OHARLES TUPPER. Hear, hear.

The POSTMASTER GENERAL. Then
allow it with regard to letters not originat-
ing in Canada, and I will go further and put
the points in the Bill.

Mr. FOSTE R. That would be far prefer-
able.

Mr. WALLACE. I cannot just see why
the hon. Minister mtakes a distinction be-

5879


