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perhapg a dozen scholars each. It was not unoom-mon to meet with people who could not write their
n*mes.» The causes that nuule the history of Rhode
Island so uniquo in other particulars explain this
singular state of affairs.

III. OwTEBAi V»w or N«w EiroiAicD, 1780l.1830

John Adams, writing to the Abb< de Mably, in
1782, found the key to New England history in four
institutions: the towns, churches, schools, and mili-
tla. After stating the terms of the law in regard to
schools, he said: "AH the children of the inhabi-
tants, the rich as well as the poor, have a right to
go to these public schools. There are formed the
candidates for admission as students into colleges at
Cambridge, New Haven, Princeton, and Dartmouth,
to these colleges are educated future masters for
these schools, future minUters for these congrega-
tions, doctors of law and medicine, and magistrates
and officers for the government of the country." •
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