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QUALIVICATZ0N9 0» k MISSIOMAlir. I

itself, if possible, were a thousand times ten thousand more ar-

duous than it is ; yet, there ehould be no shrinking back froto

it, no complftininp, no hesitancy ; but a cheerful readin^sa to

consecrate the whole powers of mind and body to thia work—
the only inquiry being,—Lord what wilt thou have rae do ia

this glorious entitrprise. Havins? thus most satisfactorily ar-

r.ved at the conclusion, that it is th'j du,:y of Christiana to pro-

pngrtte the truths of the gospel:—I in the next place will

consider, who are to ^ro, or what are the qualifications of «

missionary

The fundamental quali6cation, upon which the missionary'*

C»<ronp" ;^ion rents, is the 3a<ne as that upon which the perfor-

%''*ic«? of all Christian duty rests—thro' which all duty is ren-

d€ "ii^tj a.)c»;[)tab!e to God, viz., anew hirlh. All who "are

creJifed in Christ Je-^d?. to good works," ;ue squally set apart

to ;hs 3ei"ice of God, should all hold themselves equally rea-

dy 10 do th^i will ol Go(^, ..nd in the doing of which, no one

ewfht to cchsfdt.*' hira or h^irself to be under higher or lower

obiifranons. '"lo ape.rJ a<id be spent" for Christ than another.

Ivvould pause here and throw out a few hints in reference to

a prevalent and fatal error of the present day.

a the Church does not theoretically, she does practicf.Uy

teach that more is, and ought to be expected of the missionary

in the way of self-denial, self-sacrifice, and unceasing prayer-

fulness and earnestness for the conversion of souls, than of

her other m nbers. She seems to think, that her missiona-

ries are to perform a work of supererogation for her, or that

they go forth from her, as a " scape goat,*'— if not to bear a-

way her sins—at least, to carry—on their devoted sholders

—

much of her responsibility in reference to the heathen world :

80 that the rest of her members are exempt from those toils,

anxieties, privations, and sacrijices, which devolve upon and

are the duty of the faithful missionary to undergo; and that

they may thus, with impunity, remain at home, enjoying the

ease, comforts, and luxuries of life. Thus they appear to re-

gard missionaries, as a different order of beings from them-

selves, as under higher obligations to " spend and be spent"

for Chrii^t, than ihey are. True, all are not equally qualified

to go in person to the heathen ; all have not the same ability

to contribute towards the spread of the gospel ; all have not

the same talents to employ in forwarding this glorious work,


