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to the whole country. Crime suddenly diminished,

order reigned, the land was better cultivated, people

felt themselves improved in health as well as in pocket,

and also labour had increased in productivity by 25 per

cent. Such an inflow of moral and econofnic advantage

convinced the nation of the soundness of the decree,

and the Tsar has yielded to advice, and made pro-

hibition perpetual. Certainly the onward sweep of the

Russian army, so vital to our success, is a powerful

argument for Prohibition which is not likely to be lost

upon English ears. In France the Grovemment, for

similar reasons, has prohibited the sale of absinthe,

and in Great Britain an Emergency Act (which would

have conferred larger powers had not Mr. McKenna

surrendered to the Trade) enables magistrates in any

licensing area to close liquor shops as early as 9 p.m.

or even earlier by permission of the Home Secretary.

Lord Kitchener also, as Minister of War, has issued

repeated appeals to the nation requesting that no one

will treat recruits or put difficulties in the way of those

who wish to keep our soldiers chaste and temperate.

None of these f ts are likely to be lost on temperance

reformers. Social reformers of another type, who

desire to see the State take stronger steps in the direc-

tion of collectivism, have been startled by the freedom

with which the Goven.iiient has dealt with economic

difficulties. Paper currency has been extended, the

banks have received all kinds of assistance, our rail-

ways have been in a sense taken over by the State, the

supply of sugar and foodstuffs has Ijeen secured by large

Government purchases, and the prices of commodities

have been regulated by law. In a word, before we kiiew

where we were we found ourselves living under a con-

dition of State Socialism. And nobody complains :


