
73

xlie remarks contained in the preceding ditcouries. No doub*
this feature in our government has paved the way for the
introduction of men into our national councils, who are op-
pofed to every form and appearance of chriftianity. In this

the children of this world have proved themfelves to be wifer
than the children of light. The dodrine of the entire fepa-

ration of government from religion, in the e;xtent to which
it is carried, is an infidel do6lrine. But means have been
found, in. fome way, to render it popular with many of the
profefibrs of chriflianity. They have progrefled ftill farther,

and caufed it to be believed, that a refpecl for religion, or even
a fpeculative belief in revelation, is neither a necefl'ary or a
very important qualification of a ruler in a chriftian country.
This impreflion is peculiarly favourable to the caufe of infidel-

ity, and has no doubt been much promoted by the arts and
labours of men of that defcription. It has already been ob-
ferved that an infidel, as such, can be viewed in no other light

than as an enemy to the chriftian religion in every form of it.

By engrofling as much power as poflible into their own hands^
they are placed in a~ fituation to exert a more powerful and
more fatal influence to injure that religion which they take
every opportunity to render contemptible. It is impofllble

that it Ihould be otherwife, for what can be more oppofij:e

than light and darknefs ? What fecurity can we have of even
the political integrity of a man. without religion and without
morals ? Do we depend upon the fanctity of an oath as an
important bond of fociety ? An oath can have no other foun-
dation than religion. Deftroy all impreflions of religious ob-
ligation, and oaths become mere words of courfe. There can.

be noihing binding in them ; one important cement of fociety

is gone, and no other motives to aclion are left than thofe of
ambition, convenience, or felf intereft. All the power which
remains with the people to remedy this evil, is in the proper ufe

of their right of election. Should that be executed wifely,

and without either improper bias or corruption, many evils

which we have afon to fear, might be avoided. But, on
the other hand, .eplorable is the fituation of a nation, when
on each fide walk the wicked, and the vileft ofmen are exalt-
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