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which principally the Indians subsist for a great

portion of the year. The Spokan prairie is about

tliirtv miles from north to south, and from east to

v.'cst, bounded all around by \vell-wooded hills, and

mountains of easy access. The soil is generally

light, though covered with abundance of grass.

Along the base of the hills and the mountains

patches of several acres of rich arable land may
be found. The Spokan prairie is claimed by the

CoGur-d'Alene Indians. Taking Ca3ur-d'Al6ne Lake

as a central point, their country may extend fifty

miles to every point of the compass. The lake is a

beautiful sheet of clear water, embedded amid

lofty and high mountain bluffs, and shaded with a

variety of pines, firs, and cedars; in its whole

circumference, to my knowledge, there is no ara-

ble land. The low bottoms in several of its many
bays are subject to frequent and long inunda-

tions in the spring. The lake is about thirty miles

in extent from south to north, its width throughout

is froi.i one to two or three miles. It receives its

waters principally from two beautiful rivers, the

St. Joseph and the CcBur-d'Alene rivers, running

'parallel from east to west; each is from sixty to

eighty yards broad, with a depth of from twenty to

thirty feet. After the spring freshet their currents

are smooth and even, and are hardly perceptible foi

about thirty miles from their mouth:), and until

they penetrate into the high n}ountain region which
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