
Latin Masterkd is .Six Wbrks. II

ping" short and bc^^inniug over as:ain. I'^acb one's i^ersonal

experience too will furnish him with other examples which

will fully illustrate this point.

But mofor memory, though in one sense distinct fron:^

psychical memory, yet is so associated and related to the

latter, that we are liable to confound the two. A poem,

when learned for the first time, is learned by means of

psychical memory. The meaning of the words—the thoughts

pr ideas which tiiey represent—is seized hold of by the

mind and retained by it. By constantly reciting the poem,

however, the words become, as it were, incarnate in us.

The nervous elements which bring alx)ut tiio movements

resulting in speech, become so moditied by the repetition of

the lines, that we not only remember the ideas in the poem,^

but we preserve in our very nervous system a copy—if I

may so call it—of the words, in the order in whicli wc have

been repeating them. When, therefore, the poem shall

have been intellectually forgotten—that i? to say, wjion ali

the ideas which we had gathered from it shall have passed

from our mind—the motor elements in moments of restlesir

ness will place upon our lips the words of the poem, while-

all the time our intellect may be occupied with some

widely diiferent matters.

J^ow, whether it be a poem we unconsciously recite, op

a series of remembered movements we unconsciously go

through with the fingers or limbs, in either case the mover

ments wiU be performed In a fixed order, viz., in the order

in which they have been practised. Never without the

interference of the inteUeet do we recite a line backward*
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