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I N T n O D V C T I O N.

Tlie late Uricoeehea, of liogota, when lie offorrd inc a c.oiiy of liis

"IMapotecaColoinbiana"' Naid: " I lio^e timt the study of this (^atalo^jjue

may lead ;)0U to undertakt^ another one on tlie geological maps of Amer-

ica. Our views on the ancient geography of the world discovered by

Columbus, and on the aboriginal or iu<lian origin (tf the mune Anorica,*

are so harmonious, and geology being tlic history of tlu' eiirth, a cata

logue of all the geological maps publislied on America will be an im-

imrtant <!ha])ter in the history of ('ohimbian cartograpliy."

I have now endeavored to fullUl the wish of my frit^nd. Taking for

a model his "Mapoteca Colombiana," a work which is out of print and

has become rare, 1 have unite<l in (!hroiu>logic and geographic order all

the maps relating to American geology kiu)wn to nie.

In general, catalogues of maps are not nu'ierous. Those of geological

maps only are very rare. I know of only one purporting to comprise the

maps of all the world; it is the "Geognostische Karten unseres Jahr-

huDderts." Zusammengestellt von Bernhard C'otta, Freiberg (Saxony),

1850. 8vo of only GO i>age8. The authcn-, although he has placed in it

maps pertaining j)urely to physical geography, such as the geographical

distribution of volcanoes, has oidy succeeded in enumerating 'til geog-

nostical maps. America is placed in the last division " VI. Ausser-Eu-

ropa," and ita geological maps are united with those of Asia, Africa,

Australia, and Oceania. All these large geographical divisions outside

of Europe have but 53 numbers, of which 30 belong to maps on Uie

geology of America ; and several of the numbers indi(!ate mrnoirs with-

out geological maps properly so called, and some even without any kind
of a map; for instance, No. 525, Finch " Karte de Gegend von Boston,"
in Silliman's Journal of Science, Vol. VIII, 1824, which does not exist,

and is merely an error of the compiler.

Besides the catalogue of Gotta, the only list of geological maps of

America is the " list of general geological maps relating to North Amer-
ica" in the "Geology of North America," by Jules Marcou, Chapter X,
p. 122. 4to. Zurich, 1858. The author enumerates 23 general geological

n!:ips, in chronoh)gic order, each comprising at least two States.

Two of the geological surveys of the United States, Di\ Hayden s and

' ''Mai)(>ti'iii Coloiiibiniia, (Joleccion rte loa Titulos de Todos Ion Mapas, Pianos, '.'is-

tas, etc., lolativoH a la Aiiicii<!a cHpaHula, Branil c Islas adyaccutes." 8vo. Londrea,
18(50.

'^ "Oriyiii i.f iW mime America," by JiileH Marcon. Atlaiitic Monthly, March, 187.5.

9


