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Ttli of Ap .1. The course of the river from this

point lies considerably more to the west: from
about the great bend, already mentioned, to

where they now were, their course had been
nearly north. After this, it was mostly west

;

inclining at first towards the nortli ; afterwards

west, with a little soutli, for a great length.

—

The river preserves the same character, decreas-

ing slowly in magnitude, and still flowing
through an alluvial country , where there is no
very high ground, and where the plains are tra-

versed by the elk, the buffalo, the antelope, kc.

As they held on their course, tliey found the

same appearances of salt and coal ; also of pu-
mice-stone and a kind of burnt earth. A little

farther on, the hills exhibited large, irregular,

broken masses of rocks, some of which, although
200 feet aboye the river, seemed, at some re-

mote period, to have been subject to its in-

fluence, and were apparently worn smooth by
the agitation of the Avater. The rocks, as here

enumer^ed, consist of white and grey granite,

flint, limestone, freestone, and occasionally

broken strata of a black coloured stone like pe-

trified wood, whicli make good whetstones.

—

*rhe usual appearances of cojil and pumice-stone
continued, the coal being of a better quality

when burned, making a liot and lasting rire,

but emitting very little smoke or flaine. At a

point a little higher up than this, the bed of

coal is said to be in some places six feet thick.

It seems a remarkable fact in the history of this

country, that even on the side of so huge a ri-

ver, dew is extremely rare.

They were now approaching to the Hocky
Mountains,-*—those which form the partition be-

tween the waters of the east and of the west

:

and some of the points of this remarkable chain

were occtsionally in view. The elevation at

which they wvrv, was certainly now very con-

siderable. Tliere was no timber on the hills;

and only a few scattered trees of cotton-wood,

ash, -oy, alder, and willow, by th(> water side.

The scenery was very romantic ; and in the

lv,u^^t "f it. says the narrative, arc vast ranges

M v\alls, which are so singular, that they seem

the prodMciions of art. They rise perpendicu-

larly from the river, s«)metinies to the height of

KM' feet, varying in thickn' ss from one flH»t to

1'^, liul e«|niill '

ston s of n In

Ihiek, and ! irable. iimd are almost invariably

parallelnpnj, li., of unequal sizes, luit equally

vol,. 1.

iroad at tojj and b«/ttoin. The
' 'fO} are formed are black,

deep, and laid regularly in ranges over each
other like bricks, each covering the interstice of

the two on which it rests.

Such a wall, 100 feet high, and 13 feet broad,

must be a very magnificent object, and seems
in due proportion to the great scale on which
every thing in this country is laid down. The
top of this wall must have once been level with
the surface t so we may judge from this of the

quantity o' strata worn away. It is a satisfac-

tion to .see the same characters prevailing in the

geological structure of countries most remote
from one anotlier, and to observe basaltic walls

intersecting the stratti of the Missouri, just as

they cut the Waken of the island of JVIull, or

the C(»lumnar rocks «»f the Giant's Causeway.
As they approached the mountains, and had

got considerably beyond the walls just described,

at the meiidian nearly of 110 deg. and the pa-

rallel of about 47 deg. 20 min. there was a bi.^

furcation of the river, which threw them into

considerable doubt as to which was the true

Missouri, and the course which it behoved them
to pursue. The commanders of the expediti'Mi

determined to follow the southern branch.

—

They proceeded till the 13th, when finding

that the river bore considerably to the south,

fearing that they were in an error, they changed
their coinse, and proceeded across the plain.

—

In this direction Captain Lewis had gone about
two miles, when his ears were saluted with the
agreeable sound of a fall of water ; and, as he
advanced, a spray, which seemed driven by the
high south-west wind, rose above the phiin lil<e

a column of smoke, and vanished in an instjmi.

Towards this ))oint he directed his steps ; and
the ntiise increasing as he approached, soon be-

c>.ine too tremeiKk)ns to Ir' i .ist»k''h for any
thing but the great falls of the Missouri. Hav-
ing travelled seven milts afti r first hearing the

sound, he reached the j'alls ihout 12 o'clock,

The hills, as he approactted, were difficult ttf ac-

cess, and ahont 200 feet high. Down thee he
hurrird with impatience; and seating himself -

on so.ne i\K'ks under tlie cemre t»f the falls, en-

joyed the subrnr.f spectu. 'e of this stupendous
cataract, which .since the ition had been la-

visning its magniticeiice on tlie desert.

These tidls extend, in all. over a distance of
nenly twelve miles; and she mcHliuin bieadth
of the river varies fr(iiu .hH) to (>(>U \ar()s. The
principal fall is near tlu "tower extremity, and
is upwards of 80 teet j.<.i jiewdicular. The river
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