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loji' l»uil(liii<i,s siimtuiided liy a stockade.

Sht'likof c-nDipany alivady had a fort,

led Saint Alexandei-. at the eiitraiu-i' of

inli't. It was s(|iiare, with l)astions at

) of the conuTs, and had a j^ate in'otected

two ;i,uns. Inside were dwellings and

rehouses, on one id' whicdi was a lookout

,'er. In IT'.H the Leliedef eomiiaiiy's

), Saint '!eor.L!,'e, reacdied the inlet. The
nmander Iteached his shi]) and hejian to

ct a stockaded fort, to whicii the name
Saint Xicholas was ij,iven.

At these fortified posts the Ku.ssians took

liiiiiiri 111 Lilt" lifut'uei I imi|)iiii_\ , iiiiu i>iiiii-

i(d' did not wish to inteid'ei'e witliout coni-

nunicatin<«- with his chief. So he contented

liniself foi' the present with wai'iiinu the

nen at Fort Saint Xichohis that he would

not jiei-mit any outraues likely to injure

trade. In spite of this, quarrels occuri'i'il

continually, and attacks and andmscades
were almost daily events. Towards the end
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lli'cker

lings pretty easily. makin<,f the natives <i-o

it huntinj)- for them, and themselves doinjn'

Me more than })uard-duty. The domestic

ork was performed by the female hostages.

ilped by the children who had been sent by

itive chiefs to leai-n Russian manners and

istoms at the post. Now and then the

md would set out on a maraudinf-- exjiedi-

on, in the course of which they plundered

leir own countrymen and the natives with

cheerful lack of discrimination. The Le-

edef men at Fort Saint Xicholas soon be-

ame a nuisance and a terror to the whole

ountry, robbinji; the natives of their furs

ithout payment, pillajjing' the stores of

heir own countrymen, and carrying oft" their

ative servant.'^ and hostages.

of IT'.t;^ IJaranof received reinforcements

which made up the total number of his men
to about one hundred and fifty. The Lebe-

def men were not much fewer in number,

were sujterior to liaranof's men in dash and

recklessness, and occupied an excellent posi-

tion with easy access to supi)lies. At last

iiaranof's shipyard at Sunday harbor was in

danger, and this roused him to vigorous ac-

tion. He summoned the commander of Saint

Xicholas to his pre.sence. and i)ut him in

irons, but he failed to do much to restrain

the exce.sses of the rival traders.

Soon, however. Haranof's hands were much
strengthened by his receiving authority to

form settlements anywhere in America, and
to control the country for five hundi'ed versts


