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-rests on the insi. A slctl^o loaded witli ten .lays' provisions

in the bottom lar.*"' f"""" '»«-"" '"^'kI •''''' ''"i^^ ^''•' r*-';"'y "" <l^"' t^

klers\vithas(|UtT »« •''"• '^ 'i" emergency. Details had been

(1 in, closed \vitl,»«de fur the party, and at a moment's notice

) arrangement ( l^ could have started.

and a light cirdi' In ^i »'<^'^* words Cajjiain Schley gave me
om the upper ed tinkling of his plans: " If the whalers show

ter end of the h • disp()-«iti<'n to pu-,h on, I'll send the Bear

painteil bla< k, ;iifttr tliem while I pi< k up ("olwell and kee[)

liandsto the nia » to the land. If the whalers stay with us,

ten feet abive t'C ^^'H g«> »'!> the roast together."

iptain, pilot orot A word in explanation: From Cape "''ork

directs the cour^ I^'f^'^'^on Island there are two routes, one

signals to the ni,l<*^" '" -^hnre, the other up the center of

)ped by the i(x-. milh Sound. The whalers could have slipped

with an eve at t
u* *'' sight to the westwarri, liound appar-

lirections for a le;.'>fly *'" l-ancaster Sound, and then could

ler and rapped i***^ turned up this middle passage, and gone

)y means of a .sni. >•**''> '•' l-ittleton Island while we were

tepping on the tv^aJining the coast, which it was ourbounden

[) enter. I souee/Uty to do. It was a f|uestion with the

lid again. It was 'hale*rs wnciher to try for the $25,000 re-

io I .sat on the ed:'*'*^' "• '^^e advantage of their early arrival

railing for support .t'^«-' fishing-grounds. I'he reward was

, a rugged headlan<iui^'^l^'"t to several good whales, and might

)f snow and ice. Induce them to take the greater risks of Smith

oached, was regul ^''Bi*'-

to see the deep r
Meanwhile we approacherl Cape York.

ace or to notice th"^* distances shortened. The Biar reached

ged outline. Totl^C^^oe; black objects appeared on the ice,

and shining with I'hich our strong glass told us to be Colwell

ills encircled it, tln^d his ]>arty dragging their boat toward the

aps ; here and thc-P*" water immediately ot^" the Cape. The

^ through a raviiv^^^i'^p'y t^"*"'i'-'^l her nose to the ice, as if

the valleys. Farth'*l*ting the headland, then turned, and was

d in the gray of d ff to the westward. The Brar steamed out

hing from the Ca' the eastward and tried u narrow lead that

read that told of ti''®"*'^^"*' to carry her closer in shore. 1"he

the hazy gray of \;\urora, to our surprise, lowered a boat, and

»g of what lay befo:^' ^^'^Ptain was rowed toward us. While he

;, at the foot of Cai'** pulling over to us, the captain and I de-

le lirar .ohpivCCdcd from the cro' nest. 1 welcomed
g, the Bear ahea
aling steamer [/'.'•ft'Tin Fairweather, a red-faced, honest-

ora and finally (,,Hl»ing Scotchman, as he came over the side,

e distance from ti'**^
*^''^'*^'"t*^<^l him to Captain Schley. "There

jrhaps a mile. Ea>e« v^'tir i)ath, Cajmiin," the whaler said:

:her's wake and t; J^e^'P 'lose to the land I Mine lies yonder,"

th the crews exciii.ca<lded, pointing to the south-west. " C.ood

o' nest the figure -^^ to ye, and God grant that ye may find

sen leaning far 01'^* poor fellows alive and well I
" A word

1 signal to the helnT thanks for his kind visit, a grasp of his

>^ learn something .an<l, and he was off.

ores. Then the ijucstion arose,— "What are the

lin "
I said on ent( itentions of the whalers? " Tlieir pretensions

are the prospects •'• ^o"" i-ancaster Sound. In two hours they

• the Bear will be f^ ''*-' ""t of sight and able to turn toward

(one of the wati -•^''^ton Island. There seemed but one

o land with a di)r**''*K to do— follow them ! Signaling to the

le shore at one e.
''""' to tome over to us. Captain Schley in-

n the neighborhoo*''**^ted them to " take the middle passage
;

irty immediately." ^•"'^ records at Cape Parry, and wait for us

at Littleton Island." Captain Fmory waved
his ".Xyel aye I" from his (To' nest, and turned
to the westward in pursuit of the black smoke
of the Aurora, that was already on the hori/on.

We turned our attention to Colwell, who
could not be seen from the deck ; but the

lookout in the cro' nest soon discovered
him, and indicated the direr tion the ship

should take to intercept him. He had not
yet reached the shore. We steamed around
and api)roached the grou|> that had halted
for some reason, ihe word came down from
the nest: "There is a native with him!"
.Ml glasses were at once turned ujion the
jtarty. We could see the dory hauled up on
the Hoe, and the men gathered about a native,

who stood beside his sled in a frightened,

undecided attitude. In a few moments the
Thetis was near them. Colwell reported that

he had learned by signs that no whi.e men
were in the neighborhood. The native was
(juestioned again, and fed ; we loaded his

sledge with a generous sujiply of salt meat
and bread, and then allowed him to go. He
snapped his whip to arouse his sleeping team
of dogs, untangled their traces, started them
off on a good galloj), then sprang upon his

sledge and disapj)eared behind the hummocks.
We started northward again, having taken

on Colwell and his party, and kei)t close to

the shore. We reached Conical Rock at three

in the afternoon, and de])osited a record on
its western end. Arctic ])Ostal arrangements
require the corresjiondent to seal his letter in

a bottle and then place it in a cone-shaped
])ile of rocks on some prominent cliff or ])eak.

It is customary to j)lant a flag or a stick in

the top of the cone, so as to attract the atten-

tion of ])assing shijis. This is what is known
as a cairn. When provisions are stored under
a ])ile of rocks, it is called a eaehe.

An attem])t to find a lead at midnight re-

suited in failure, and we ])Ut back to our old

moorings. .\t noon of the 19th we tried

again, and with great difficulty fi)rced our

way through the heavy but soft ice that lay

off the Petowik (dacier and Cape Atholl.

Midnight found us at Wolstenholme Island,

where we left a record, and then visited

Saunders' Island. There the natives knew
nothing of white men, save a story, more or

less legendary, that was su])pose<l by us to

refer to Caj)tain Hall and the J'o/aris. Cape
Parrv was reached about noon of the 20th,

and we left a cairn and record there. \N'e

had carefully scanned the coast for any traces

of life, but nothing had been discovered.

We passed Northumberland and Hakluyt
islands at evening-time, and finally, on the

morning of the 21st, reached Littleton Island

and made fast to an iceberg within two hun-


