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iiiliiiuiait not to n-licvc When aclniillL'd, no indi-

vidual Ixdoni^ini^ to lli(3 vessel was pcrnntled to

land, or to walk the streets of llie eily, witliout the

disagreeable incnnihrancc of a soldier following him;

hence the dilliculty "f obtaining information, and

conse(inently the meagre accounts given of the man-

ners and customs of those nations.

'I'hc revolutions in those countries wjiich have

been ell'ected with so much individual distress, and

so great loss of life!, though far from having pro-

duced the prosperity and hai)|iincss anticipated by

their most enlightened ]>atriots, have nevertheless

caused their i)orts to })e thrown open for the admis-

sion of th(! llags of all nations. This has alibrded

opportunities to strangers for visiting them, which

have been abundantly improved : and the ninnerous

and elaborate accomits of them which have been

given to the world, within a few years, by literary

men, who ])ossesscd the roipiisitc leisure and oppor-

timity for the purpose, seemed to obviate the neces-

sity of my attempting to enlarge on those subjects.

Tlie same reason forbade the attempt at more than

cursory and ])assing descriptions of couiitries, cities,

customs, and manners in other parts of the globe,

visited by me for objects exclusively of a commer-

cial character.

E(pially, if not even more remarkable than the

changes above mentioned, arc those observable at the

Sandwich Islands, since my first visit there in the

year 1790. Then the inliabitants were but little

elevated from the barbarous state in which they

were found by Captain Cook:— now they are com-


