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' This miglit cnHily he iloiio in otio season, and tlio orcaHiun might also bo turned to valuable
nceount in aeiiuiring int'oriniition ii'Bpe(;ting tin- Dominion territories drained by those rivera.

HoHpectliillj- submitted.

(Signed) .1. S. DENNIS, Suvvtyor-GeneraU

The Honourable the Minister of the Interior,

( )tta\vu.

(From Vol. Xr, \o. liV), p. 4.1.)

E,Hraft from the Journal of the Koiiid (ieihjrjpliioil Soclclii (rul. .'<!>, p. !.')(!, iJ^Tii)).

Portland Inlet, through the centre of whieli riuiH tlic bunndary lietweeu the Ih-itisli aiul

lately-ii('(iiiire(l territory ot llie United States, hnH been .surveyed and found to extend 11 uiileM

fartiier north than sjiuwii on tiie old eiiartN. Several now anchorages have also licun found

and surveyed on the main route between N'aneouver Island and Fort Simpson, the northern

boundary.

(From Vol. XI. No. m\, p. JT.)

Krtrart j'rom Lfller of Mi: Jiinfice (riiiy, (f Vivtoria, lintinh Coliitiihla, duleil \6lh Octolici; lH7(i,

addrenKfd to the lloti. Ale.vaudev Mackf)i;ic,

I have the honour to inclose the substance of some oijservations resulting from the late

Cassiar Assizes held by me, whie-h, as affecting the interests of the Dominion, on my return I

addressed to Mr. Itieliards, tho Lieutenant-Ciovornor of this province, for information of th(?

(lovermnent at Ottawa; but whieli, after consideration, he thought it advisable I .should send

direct to yourself.

They arisi' entirely out of tin; question of international right in tho Alaska territory.

Tin,' iirst as to the neciessity of some arrangenmit by which criminals may be transported

from Cassiar through that territory to tiie jienitentiary or other [daces of imprisomnent at Vietoritt,

"Westminster, or elsewhere.

Hxeept by the Stikeen, 1") miles of wliieh, near the mouth, M'ill undoubtedly be in American
territory, even after the settlement of tho boundary-line, but '•>{) miles of which is now treated a.s

within the Colonial line, there is at jiresent no mode of connnnnication other than througli

(iO miles of unbroken forest, rendering the transportation of a erinn'nal almost an impossibility.

A qiiestion has already arisen from an attempt at escape, and a nnirderous assault made on the

constable having been in charge, by a juisoner sentenced at the late assi/e, wliile in. Ininsiln

within the .^0 mih.'S near the mouth, upon the gi-ound of its being Ameiiean territory and he being

an American citizen. Many desperate American charaetirs eolluet at the nn'nes. They arc

thoroughly aware that they cannot hv sent to a plai'c of }>unishment e.\ee])t by jiansing through
this territory, and tlie adniini.'ifration of justice will jmictically cease in tiiat gold-producing
district unless the right of transit is maintaineil or secured.

The original right of free navigation nnder the I^u.^'sian Ciinveiition, 18:^"), may perhaps be

considered as restricted by the terms used in the Alal)ama Treaty, limiting the navigation to tlii'

j)Hrpose8 of commerce only.

I express no ojiinion en tin's poJTit, as it will come up on the prisonir's trial in Novend); r

next f(n' the as.sault before mentioned.

(From Vol. XI, No. 12.>, pp. l.Jl-15i>.)

Case of I'l'lcr Martin.

H\v, I'irtorid, n.t'., Jiini: ,1877.
I have the honour to acknowledgt; receipt of your instructions (No. ()UI)4) dated the

;5rd .March last, directnig me to mark on the maj) of the Stikeen Kivt'r, to he returned with my
report, tiie place where the assiult was connnitted in Septend)er last by Peter Martin on the
policeman Frank Meegan, and si tting forth generally the circumstances f>f tho case.

The point marked (15) on the tracing herewi'i) submitted was pointed (Hit to mo by Frank
Beegan, at>ove-named. who formed one of my party on the survey of the Stikeen IMver, as bein.i;-

very near the i)iace whi're the assault referred to was committed.
The precise spot where the a.ssinilt took ))lace could not be identified, as some of the tretn

in the locality had becMi cut down subsequent to Septend)er last, and as the ground at the time
of the survey was covered with sm)w; the spot (H) pointed out by lleegan, if not correct, is

believed to be within 100 yards of the actual spot where the a.ssault was connnitted.
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