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port of a conversation whicb 1 held with Lord SaliHbiiry in regard toit

on the 13th August.
IllneHH, which han incapacitated me f^om business during most of tiie

Interval, has prevented ray laying it before you earlier.

One of the objects of the interview i then sought with his lordshi))

was to urge the comjiletion of the convention between the United States,

Great Britain, and Jiussia, which under your instructions had previously

beeu the subject of discussion between the secretary for foreign atiairs,

the Russian ambassador, and myself. This convention, as I have be-

fore advised you, had been virtually agreed on verbally, except in its

details; and the liussian as well as the United States Govcirumeut went

desirous to have it completed. The consideration of it had been sus-

pended fur communication by the British Government with theCanadiaii

Government, for which ])urpoi^e an interval of several months had been

allowed to elapse. During this time the attention of Lore' Salisbdrv

had been repeatedly recalled to the subject by this legation, and on

those occasions the answer received from him was that no reply fruin

the Canadian authorities had arrived.

In the conversation on the 13th, above mentioned, I again pressed for

the completion of the convention, as the extermination of the seals by

Canadian vessels was understood to be rapidly proceeding. His lord-

ship in reply did not question the propriety or the importance of Uiking

measures to prevent the wanton destruction of so valuable an industry,

in which, as he remarked, England had a large interest of its own, but

said that the Canadian Government objected to any such restrictions,

and that until its consent could be obtained, Hor Majesty'^ Guvernment
was not willing to enter into the convention ; that time would be re-

quisite to bring this about, and that meanwhile the couveutiou must
wait.

It is very apparent to me that the British Government will not exe-

cute the desired convention without the concurrence of Canada. And
it is equally apparent that the concurrence of Canada in any such ar-

rangement is not to be reasonably expected. Certain Canadian vessels

are making a profit out of the destruction of the seal in the breeding

season in the waters in question, inhuman and wasteful »« it is. That

it leads to the speedy extermination of the animal is no loss to Canada,
because no part of these seal fisheries balong to that country ; and the

only profit open to it in connection with them is by destroying the seal

in the open sea during the breeding time, although many of the animals

killed in that way are lost, and those saved are worth much less than

when kille'd at the proper time.

Under these circumstances, the Government of the United States

must, in my opinion, either submit to have these valuable fisheries de-

stroyed or must take measures to prevent their destruction by cai'tui-

ing the vessels employed in it. Between these alternatives it does nut

appear to me there should be the slightest hesitation.

Much learning has been expended upon the discussion of the abstract

question of the right of mare clausum. I do not conceive it to be ap-

plicable to the present case.

Here is a valuable fishery, and a large and, if properly managed, per-

manent industry, the property of the nations on whose shores it is car-

ried on. It is proposed by the colony of a foreign nation, in defiance of

the joint remonstrance of al. the councries interested, to destroy tiiis

business by the indiscriminate slaughU'r and extermination of the aiti

mals in question, in the open neighboring sea, during the period of

gestation, when the common dictates of humanity ought to protect

them, were there no interest at all involved. And itis suggested that


