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In comequcnee of the rivalry existing between the Hudson's Bay and North-West

Companies, wiiicli led to frequent conflicts between their respective followers, more parti-

cularly with reference to certain settlements formed in the Oregon district by Lord Selkirk,

the affairs of the Companies were brought to the notice of Parliament in 1810, and their

proceedings were minutely investigated. The Government finally interposed its media-

tion, and a compromise was ell'ected, by which (ho North-West Comp.my became merged

in the Hudson's Bay Com])any. Subsequently, and in connection with this arrangement,

an "Act for regulating the fur tradf and establishing a criminal and civil jurisdiction in

certain parts of North America" was passed in Parliament,* containing every provision

r ([uired to give stability to the Hudsoti's I'ay Company, anti efliciency to its operations.

Uy this Act, whicli was ])assed in 18i!l, the Courts of .hidicature of Upper Canada

were empowered to take cog..izance of all causes, civil or criminal, arising in any of the

above-mentioned territories, includiiig those previously granted to the Hudson's Buy

Company, and in ' other parts of America not within the limits of either of the provinces

of Upper or Lower Canada, or of any civil Government of the United States."

Shortly before the passing of this Act, the lluilson's Bay and North-West

Companies were united ; and, on the Gth i~)ccember, 18J1, a grant was made by the King

to the Company " of the exclusive trade with tiie Indians of North America."

By this grant the officers in the service o^' iuv. '"'vrapj'nv wore commiss-'ioned as

Justices of the I'oace for those countries; and the jurisdiction of the Courts of Upper

Canada was rendered effective as far as the shores of the I'acifie, the only exception

made in that respect being with regard to any territory embraced in the grant, situated

'• within the limits of any civil Government of the L'nited States." This grant was h'.ade

for twenty-one years, but bt'fore tlu; termination of that period, a further grant was

received from the Crown by the Company.

In the grant of 18-1 the following reservations were made in favour of the rights of

the Crown, and also of those of subj-^cts of foreign States :

—

" ]'ut wc lid lionliy derlaiv that notliiiij; in this (nir f.Tanl cnntt'incil shall bo deciiuMl or consliut'cl

to authiirize the said Ciuvoruor and Conijuiuy, or their successors, or any ]iltsiiii,s in Uieii- employ, in

claim or exercise any trade willi the Indians on the nortii-wesl coast ol' Aiiierita, to the westward of

the Stony ^louutaiiis, to the prejuthce or exclusion of any ot" tiie sidijecis of any foreign States who,

undi-r <ir hy llie force of any Convention for the time being between us and siieli foreign StiUes respec-

tively, may be eiuilk'd to or shall bo engaged in the ..amc trade, I'nivided, nevertln less, and we d(.

hereby declare our pleasure to be, that uolhing herein contained shall extend oi- be construed to jireveni

the establishment 1)\ us, our heirs or successors, within the territories aforesaid, or any of them, of any

colony or colonii-s, jirovince or provinces, or from ainiexiiig any jiarl of the aforesaid territories to any

existing colony or colonii>s to us in right of our Inijierial Crown belonging, (jr for eonstitiiiing

any such form of civil g .ernmeut, as to us may seem meet, within any such colony or colonies or

provinces."

Such were the provisions made by the British Government for the proper governmen!

of the territories situated beyond the Ilocky Mountains and on the coasts of the Pacific

Ocean. The successful result of these measures for extending the trade of the Hudson':

Bay Company, and for forming settlements in these territories by Great Britain, is given

in the following extract from Mr, Greenhow's History of Oregon ;,:.d California, in whi( h

lie says fpage 314) :

—

" The relative jiositions of the two ; iriies .Great liritain and the United Stales) as to the occu-

pancy and actual jiossession of the countries in question had been materially changed since the

conclusion of the former Convention (Ibl.- hetween ihem. The union of the rival liritisL Companie".

Act 1 Si. -2 (Jco. IV, cap, CC ; July 2, 1821.


