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the Strong tendency to live and resist injurious

influences, which we all possess. Nothing is more

remarkable in the history of the human race than

its great power of adaptability. Scattered all over

the surface of the globe, under the most varying

conditions, men still live and thrive. The cities

of Cuenga and Quito, at a height of 9,600 feet

above the level of the sea, possess large and flourish-

ing populations; so also do the cities of Holland

and New Orleans, which He below its level. Multi-

tudes of workmen live ir galleries of the deepest

mines, many hundred fee .ow the surface of the

earth, deprived of light, breathing air much more

condensed, living under a much stronger pressure

than that of the ordinary atmosphere. And, on the

other hand, scientific observers have taken up their

residence for a long period on the crest of Pichincha,

at an elevation of 14,826 feet. Agassiz spent some

weeks in investigations on the Jung-Frau. Gay

Lussac attained the highest elevation ever reached

by man in his balloon, 28,000 feet. All can recall

the thrilling narratives of Arctic voyagers, where the

thermometer has been known to measure 91° below

zero. Contrast this with the burning sun of India,

where 120° Fahrenheit is observed; where glass

is cracked by the heat. A vMe range of more than

200° of temperature, and yet the heat of the human

body maintains its steady and necessary amount,

never materially varying under the two extremes.

Similiar illustrations of the power of human nature

to adapt itself to unnatural conditions might be

[


