
It is tvideiit now that tin- Parliament of Canada
could not pass laws that would contravene the
I'ronncial rights, and I may say that on many occa-
sions the framers of the C'ana('- Medical Act were
confronted with this awftd hufjhe:. ' It was thou,L,dit

by some that beneath the worditif,' of the Act tlierc

must be some sinister innnence hirkinj,' that woulil
in some way undermine their privilejfes. It was
not really so, because the Canada Medical Act
to-day docs not take away a sin^jle ri^dit of the
I'rovinco. albeit some years were required U> be
spent to estal)lish the ar},'ument.

The first point then is that the h'ederal Act con-
stitutes a body known as th? Me<lical C.ntncil oi

Canada, K'vin}j it priwers to create an examininj,'
board, and to establish a Medical Kej,'ister for
Canada. The next point was that the standard to
be fixed by the Council, the passing of which would
entitle the candidate to be enrolled on the Register,
was at all times to lie at least as high as that
obtaining in any Province of the D(miinion. If the
Council allows the standard to fall below a certain
plane, and excei)tion is thus taken to the Act by
an aggrieved Province, there is provision in the
Act for a tribunal before which the matter is to
be heard and settled.

The next point was the composit'on of the Coun-
cil. This really gave rise to much controversy
owing to the uncqu.-'I distribution of medical men
in the various Provinces and to the fact that if

so-called justice was to be done, as regards represen-
tation by population, the C.uncil would be r.n un-
wieldy, ciiml>ersome body with its efTicicney pro-
portionately reduced. It was kept in mind that
in this great country where I am speaking to-night
the small State of Rhode Island has representation
m the Senate equal to her sister States. I submit
this subject to correction.


