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The daily output of books, pamphlets, mapazines, and

newspapers upon the present international crisis i.-< appalling;

most of it is concerned more or less directly with Pan-Ger-

manism; the great bulk of i* is pretty clearly of no permanent

value, for such of it as has aot been written with a purpose is

obviously not based upon a full knowledge of the facts. This,

indeed, is inevitable, and is partly a result of the popular

demand for "timely" articles and partly a consequence of

the very proper determination of statesmen and generals to

keep their plans secret. Articles written long enough after

the event to contain a careful sifting of trustworthy evidence

are rarely printed in the more popular magazines, and never

appear in the newspapers and weekly journals, because the

lapse of time necessary to write and publish them makes it

impossible to get them before the public while the war is still

happening or the event fresh in mind, and hence robs them of

that immediacy in which "timeliness" chiefiy consists. Not

only do we know that the war correspondents in Tripoli and

the Balkans saw little, and that little of no importance, but

the undoubted exaggeration of the brutality and cruelty of

the Italian army in Tripoli and the numerous bitter contro-

versies over many details of the campaigns will warn the

reader to attach little importance to whatever he sees in such

dispatches, either in the newspapers or in book form, until

they have been confirmed and generally accepted. Nor has

the average citizen yet learned that travelers, foreign army
oflBcers, and natives of the cotmtry concerned are not ipso

facto satisfactory authorities for the policy of European

Powers and the strategy of campaign". A nioment's consid-

eration will show the reader the futility of assuming that,

because he has always lived in the United States, he i3 cor-

rectly informed about the future policy of the Naticcal

Government in regard to intervention in Mexico, and will

therefore prove to him the absurrlity of supposing that Ger-

mans necessarily understand Pan-Germanism or tnat £ng-
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