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18 more likely to seek some agreement with Roumania, a
State, like Italy,free of all binding alUancefl,a State of the
Slavs, but not tied to them, a State like her whose interests

in the Biilkam require a balance of forces. When Italy

declared her neutrality in the present conflict, she took
the greatest step, and it will need more than gnsts of
popular sympathy to take her further. Racial con-
siderations by themselves rarely determine policy; the

relations of the two Latin States, Italy and France,
are hf .dly yet sisterly ; rather those of sisters-in-law.

Nor must we minimize the difficulties of a forward policy.

If Trieste is Latin, the Alps in winter are coldly neutral,

and the hinterland of Istria has no clear or easily-defined

Latin frontier. Even if Italy would care to occupy
Lissa or some other of the islands, she could hardly
embark lightly on a big campaign in the Adriatic. The
need for economy is still great, and her expenditure
in 1913 on the Army (£16.960,000) and the Navy
(£10,240,000) proves it.

It would be as reasonable to say that Italy might
claim Malta and Corsica with expectations of immediate
success as to anticipate an early advance on Istria or the
Trentino. Yet the logic of facts remains. Italy has
proved 'felon' (for such is the German charge) to the
Triple Alliance : it is probable that she will seek to
confirm her friendship in other quarters.


