
said in my first scrnion is fjuito tnio, that Ixliind this decree is

tlio arroi,'Hnt assumption tliai the Chureli of Home is thr- only

Church tit' Jesus ( 'lirist on tiic tarth. Of course we cnniKt ho

»'Xj»«'Ct<'d to allow any such cljiiiu to po unclialliiifjcd. W • I'ns-

liyt'riansare just as truly nicuiWcrs of Christ's true Church as arc

the devout and pious uienihers of the Kuniaii Catholic Church.

I Very briefly rcftrrcd to Father Dixon's stateuwnt that

"(."hrist consccrateil niarriaj,'*- hy niakiui,' it one of the seven

sacraments." I said that Chiist diil no such thinf;, and chal-

lenge<l Father Dixon to i,'ive scriptural authority for his state-

ment: hut he Very carefully aviided that (|Uestion. Let us

now look a little fuither into that pi'.'terition. The Catholic

(.'hurch teaches that "the niarriai^e of all Catholics before a

I'rotestant minister /v /*(; imi ni'njr <if nil." " i'he niarria;:e of

all fallen-away Catholics, wlio have become I'rotestants, l>eft)re

a I'rotestait ministei'. (> no nia rrnii/r nJ all.' "'I'he inartia;;e

of a Catholic to a I'rotestant. liefore a Protestant minister. /> un

OiarriiKjp <if (ill.' And this, thou;di they have solemnly ])led^ed

themsehu.'s in the sii^ht of (ioil: and. in the name of the Holy
Trinity, have been declare<l husband and wife by the otlieiatiiit;

cler:r\'man. Stich iiersons the ( liureii of IJome snvs laniKit

r^ifiri t/if ^•irruiKt'itf of i)n(rri<ii/c. They can only receive the

sacrament of marriaee flu n " /ififsl of Roii\r otfirnilr.v. And
j'et, two ('alholics <v'// iiKti'n/ //iiiiixrl ri'>i anil receive the saeia-

meiit of marria;,'e wniioiT .\ I'1;it:st or .\nv iu'.i.I'Mojs skkvice

WHATFVKR. Section VJII in the decree read': as follows:

"Should it ha])})en that in any district the parish priest, or the

Ordinary of the place, or a priest dcietj.ited by them, b(>r(. re

whom marriage can be ci'Iebrated. is not to be had, and that

this condition of utl'airs has lasted for a month. niarria;,'e may
be validly and licitly entired upon by the formal declaration of

coneei.i n)ade by the contracting parties in the presence of two
witnesses." That is to sa}', if two Catholics happ<'n to be livinjr

in a Protestant couni\unity many miles from a |)rie'-t of Rome,

they have the authority of the Pope to ujiiovr llir <iril l<ni\ and
repudiate tlie ri<,dil of a Protestant clerfjyman to marry them.

They can call in two friends and marry themselves. They are

jonied to<jcther by Goil and receive the .sacrament of marriage.

The sacrament of marriafje therefore is soniethinf;; altogetlier

apart from the priest nor is he necessary to it. Surely in view

of such strange teaching as that, no .sane or intelligent person,

Catholic or Protestant, shouM ipiestion the validity of a marriage

between ((ill/ t ifo persons: wdio liave most solenndy, in the sight

of God, and in accordance with the requirements of law and


