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department. In the autumn, when the sea-
son is drawing to a close and the produce
of the country has to be forwarded to its
destination, we give some leniency in ai-
lowing the canais to open on Sunday.

Mr. HUGHES. How does the Railway
Departme'nt control that?

Mr. GRAHAM. They ask for permission
and we give it.

Mr. HUGHES. If that is so why can't
you give permission ail the year round.

Mr. GRAHAM. The law is that there
shall not be any traffic on the canais on
Sundav as a generai thing, but in an ex-
treme emergency, such as the break in the
Cornwall canal last year, we aliowed the
canais to be open on Sunday in order to
get the tralflc through.

Mr. LANCASTER. And you ailow it for
tb-ree weeks in the autumnP

Mr. GRAHAM. When the Cornwall canal
was broken hast year there was great con-
gestion of traffic, and as soon as the re-
pairs were flnished we allowed the canais
to be opened to get rid of the congestion.

Mr. LANCASTER. You allow the Wel-
land canal to be open on Sunday from
October to the end of navigation, and if
you can do it then why can't you do it
from April to October? If it is right in
October, why should it not be right from
April to October?

Mr. J. A. CURRIE. 'Under the present
regulations for closing the canais on Sun-
day it simply means that the sailors neyer
get on shore for a minute on Sunday. They
Ioad up and on Saturday night, a few min-
utes before 12 o'clock they get ready and
clear and the men have to work ail day Sun-
day on the lakes. If that iaw was not on the
statute-book the vessel owners would en-
deavour to b.,v- the men on shore on Sun-
day and the men would have a chance to
go to church. I do not believe in such a
distortion of the law by reason of the agita-
tion of people who do not understand the
facts. There is not one sailor in a thousand
who bas a chance to put his foot on shore
on Sunday. There is a Sabbath iaw provid-
iîng that a boat shahl not start out on Sun-
day

Mr. HUGHES. Is it the intention of
the minister to have the Sabbath Observ-
ance Act amendedP

Mr. LANCASTER. So that he will not
have to break it every fahi.

Mr. MILLER. He does not have to
break it every fali because the Sabbath
law has a provision for that fall traffic.

Mr. LANCASTER. I would ask the as-
sistant Minister of Raiiway if that law
does not permit him to do it at any time
in the year.

Mr. MILLER. I would tell the would-
be Minister of Railways and Canais that it
applies every f ail.

Mr. LANCASTER. le there a limitation
in the statute to the fail?

Mr. MILLER. The Act makes a special
provision for the f ail when the grain ie
coming down.

Trent canal construction, $1,0O0,000.
Mr. S. SHARPE. The correspondence

reiating to this matter has juet been
brought down and we are not prepared ta
discuss it.

Mr. J. A. CURRIE. It wouid take a good
sized man to carry the correepondence
which. came down yesterday, let alone
read it Ùnd it wouid be an advantage to
have it stand over.

Mr. GRAHAM. I do not want to be
unreasonabie as I reahize that hon. gentle-
men are reasonable in deaiing with my
estimates. This is the third time the item
has been cailed, and I wouid be g lad to
know when they would be ready to dis-
cuss it; if they would be ready the next
day we go into Supply, I would ask to
have it stand again.

Mr. J. A. CURRIE. I do flot wish in any
way to dictate to the minister but I woiild
be giad to have the discussion postponed
until Thursday.

Mr. GRAHAM. I wish to have it borne
in mind that the part of my supply that
has gone through je a very smahi part of
what has to go through for my department,
but I am anxioue to meet hon. gentlemen
hait way and we wiii allow it to stand.

Mr. HUGHES. In the meantime I would
ask the minister to consider, since he je
going on 'with the branch canais, an exten-
sion of the canal from Baieam lake to the
lakes in Haliburton county by the con-
struction of two or three dams. The matter
ie most important. For one-fifth of the
expenditure the minister is wasting on the
Newinarket diteh he wouid open up fifty
miles of country with twenty times the
peopulation that would be served by the
Newmarket ditch.

Mr. LENNOX. I wish to remind the
ininister that the people in the neighbour-
hood of Barrie and between there and Col-
lingwood are depending upon commng ta
interview the minister before he determines
upon the question whether he shall con-
nect with the Georgian bay by the Severn
river or by a direct cana from the head
of Kempenfeidt bay through to the Geor-
gian bay. That is whether the canai wil
follow the eariier survey or the recent sur-
vey. I have had some correspondence with
the department in reference to it


