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government, wlien the riglit of the Indiana
was surrendered, was flot able to, turn tinat
riglit over to the Grand Trunk Pacifie at as
good a price, or at anythilng like as good
a price, ln tlie interest of the Indiana, as
It would bave been able to secure had the
Britishx Colunmbia government, at the request
of fixe Dominion, waived its reversionary
interest. The Indiana are out, I suppose,
many thousands of dollars, and the Britishx
Columbia government is flot advantaged to
the extent of onle cent, because, until the
last of these Indians la dtead, thxe reversion-
ary interest of the province of British Col-
umbia does flot take effect.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. Does the minîster
1happen to know how many Indiana there
are on fihe reserve ?

Mr. OLIVER. Six hunidred or seven
liunidred, 1 tbink ? 1 arn at a loss to see
bow nxy hion. friend attaches the transaction
of thxe Britishx Columbia government in re-
gard to the land whicb was unquestionably
Ifs property, to, thîs transaction between
tbe Grand Trnnk Pacifie and the Indiana.
The Grand Trunk Pacifie approached the
Britishx Columbia government ; it deait wjth
the Britishx Columbia governiment. We have
no knowledge of thait transaction and no
interest lu it in any way, shape or manner.
But wben the Grand Trunk Pacifie ap-
proached the Indians, or approached this
goveramenit as the guardian of the Indiana,
witlî a view to acquiring the portion of the
reserve mentionefi, fixe government was net-
lng ln a manner enfireiy becoming, as the
guairdian of the Indians, and without in any
degree trespassing on the righfs of the pro-
vince 0f Britishx Columbia or in any way
maklng to the Grand Trunk Pacific nny con-
cession whatever. My hon. friend laid some
stress on the idea-or bas attempfed to brlng
ouf the Idea-that these transactions had
smre relations f0, a gif t by the governiment to
the Grand Trunk Pacifie. The Grand Trunk
Pacifie acquires thaf land-if If does acquire
it-)y paying the price for xvhch the Indians
asked, -being, 1 fhink, sonie seven or eigbt
times as much as tlue British Coluîmbia gov-
erament got for the land it sold f0 the
Gramd Trunk Pacifie, the Grand Trunk
Pacifie bas flot received any concession in
this matter -,if pays for all it gets. If la
true that, in years to corne, as the terminus
of a grent transcontinental railway sysfem,
as a magnificent port on the Pacifie ocean,
the proposed city of Prince Rupert, will,
no douht. have land values exfremely higx.
My bon. friends may say that we sacriled
the Interests of the Indiana by selling the
land at its present prices. when, a few years
bence, It will lue wortb bundreds or thous-
ands of dollars an acre. But It la beeuse
the Grand Trunk Pacifie will be bulf that
thxe increese w-i fakçe place, as we hope
Indeed thief it will take place; and we do
not consider that we are Injuring -the Inter-
ests of the country or of fthe Indians by
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facilitatIng the establishmxent of fthe terminus
of this greef transcontinental raiiway sys-
tem on the Pacific, at a point at which, ln
thxe opinion of the promoters of tbe scixeme,
is the best.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. The hon. minipter
will remember that hie promised on Frlday
lest,' to give me some Information, which he
lias omltted to do.

Mr. OLIVER. Yes, I have it here. The
hon, gentleman (Mr. R. L. Borden) asked
three questions. The first wes:

Is the land which ia referred ta immedi-
ately adjacent to the land comprised lu the
grant of thxe province of British Columbia ?

The answer to this question is The
'Indian Department bas no officiai informa-
tion as to the location of the land sold by
the province of Britishx Columbia, but it la
believed to adjoin the Metiekaf la reserve.
The second question is

Has the consent of the Indians to this sur-
render be-en given ?

The consent of the Indians to 'the sur-
render of some 13,000 acres of land baq
been gîven. And the tixird question is :

What la the actual position of these negotia-
tions at the present time ?

The Indians have signed the surrender
of this land fa the government, and the
Grand Trunk Pacifie Raiiway Company bias
expressed its willingaess to purchase at the
price, but the transfer to the railway coin-
peny has not been lssued.

Mr. POSTER. Whaf is fixe price ?
Mr. OLIVER. The price is $7.50 an acre.
Mr. A. A. STOCKTON (St. John City and

(3ounty). .My lion. frlend fixe Minister of
the Interior (Mr. Oliver) appears to think
that greef credit Is due to thxe goverument
of which hie is a member on account 0f its
generosity in this mnatter. Weil, it la very
easy for an individuel f0 be generous at the
expense of sonebody else ; and it appeers
to me, thaf, ln this case, the generosity of
the Dominion government will be at fixe ex-
pense of fixe province of Britisb Columbia.

The Minister of the Interior leaves it ta
be inferred rather than makes fthe direct
statement, thet Britishx Columbia bas prob-
ably nof been so careful about ifs interesa
as the Dominion government bias been of fthe
iuteresfs commitfed f0 its charge in the dis-
posai of tiiese lands. .Now, the province of
Brifishx Columbia seeks f0 have the terminus
of the Grand Trunk Pacifie Railway wlfbin
is territory. If negotiates wlfh fihe railway
company and disposes of 10,000 acres 0f.
ifs lands, as bas been pointed ouf by fixe
leader of fbe opposition (Mr. R. L. Borden),
for $1 cix acre nnd one-quarfer of the lots
thet may be set aparf affer the land -bas
been given. The government of the province
was looklng affer fhe Inferest of Britishx
Columbia. In consequence of thue terminus
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