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"«NecessitY knows no0 law,"1 i'plied
the detective. "You wouldn't, have
mep miss the f3cenes here ?"

To play again the role of an ama-
teur photographei' had not entered
the detectlve's mmnd, but the eue now
given hlm by the agent wvas too good
wbeh lost, and lie at once actod upofi
it.

deScenos ?" replied the agent, an'd
tbon purpousiy twisting the word,
",What scenory is worth taking at
this timne of the year ?"

The detective inwardly dhuckled.
,"I spoke of scenes,"1 lie aid,

pointediy, Ilnot sconery ;I refer, of
course, to the etrike. The illustrated
papors, such as The Graphie, pay
handsomo prices for photograplis of
such scenes as might now easiiy bc
obtained here. For instance, zi
photograph of the men's mass meet-
ings or the thronged streets wouid
be especialiy taking. Then, again,
f-cenes in homes, sconos at the pits,
or pliotographs of prominont strikers,
suoh as Seth Roberts, the chairman
of the Strikers' Çommittee, or George
Ford, the secretF.,y, or that impetuous
Rake Swinton-alI theso would make
capital pictures, and would fetdli a
blg prlco."

Stephen Grainger Iistened aghast.
After ail was this professed amateur
photographer a journalistie artist,
and had lie corne into Trethyn again
to cator for the porlodicais ? And
was lie more than. au artist ? Was
hie a commissioner for some paper and
sent down to Trethyn to describe the
striko and the condition of the
parish ?

" That humorous broad-distributing,
too, wouid make a good negative,"
vent on the detective, hugeiy onjoy-
ing the agent's palpable alarm,
"especiaily if attractively headed-
}lelleving the Starving, for Inz-tance,
and just a brief sketch of the affaîr
added to expiain It. Or, A Few
Pictoriai Incidents of the Striko, In
Which a varloty of things might bc
workod in. What do you think ot

"I think it would be very unlie-
cùing," sharply repiod the agent.
"«It wouid simp]y pander to the
1'alitY of the strikers, and make
hEr0es of mon who are nothlng but
criminals.",

" Criminais V"
"In that they starve their familles

b%, refusing to Nvork, and in more
SeDses than. that one. Your pictures

would oaly proiong the strIke lIn.
dlefinitely."

"Then 1 takc' it, Mr. Grainger,"
said the detective, thirest1ng for in-
formation, thougx fot in the ieast be-
tray-ing his, eagerness to the agent,
"'that you do flot contempiate acced-
ing to the men's demands for the oid
wage VI

",Certainiy iiot," said Stephen
Grainger hotly ; Ilhow caii I ? Do
you I<now, sir, that this estate is ai-
ready burdened witli its heavy ex-
pendituro ?"

IlI understand," said the detective,
slowly, " that the newv leir le Iargeiy
squandering its revenues, and that he
li taking advantage o? Lady Trethya's
ill-health to do so. Dron't you thinlz
it a shame, Mr. Grainger V"

Stephen Grainger drew himseif up
to his full helglit.

I shouid like to know," hie sald
haughtlly, Il where you got that
front"l

" Oh," replied the detective lightiy,
"that's a niatter of public gossi». 1
suppose, Mr. Grainger, that it is so ?
Mr. Arthur Boumne Trethyn Is a
gambier, 15 lie flot ?"1

"lOh, don't be off ended," wvent on
the deteetive, noticing the ageat's ris-
ing wrath, and speaking haif-sneer-
ingly. 1I see you don't care to say
anything. Well, p'r'aps it's wise,
being in the position you- are. But
everybody knows of It, and that hie is
constantly dunning you for money.
That's vrhat niakes the men so bitter;
they say the reduetion Is only to help
you to keep the spendthrift weli sup-
piied with cash to enabie hlm to pay
lis debts, and to carry on bis gam-
blings."

"4Where, may I aEsk," querled the
greatly astonished agent, Ildld you
learn ail this, rubbish ?"

"Rubbish V'
"Yes, rubbîsh," tartiy replied the

agent.
IlTush, man," said the detective,

with a kinowing %vink, "lit's not rub-
bish. You know it is not rubbîeh."

"Where did you learn it ?"
"Oh, i ts in everybody's mouth.

and-"
"Also the subjeet of generai gos-

sip ?

IlDecldedly-general gossip," an-
swered the detective. " There are
some, of course, who iay ail the
blame on you, and say that you are
vengeful, and that you are reducing
the wages to enrîch yourself, to re-
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