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THE WAR OF THE WOODS.

WVhite pine is king. lt is stili supreme in the narth-
trn states, but its raNver has been weakened b>' the
fora-ys ai other woods, especial>' ycllow pine. Tht %var
between tht northern and southcmn rivais is ta be
hereafler wagcd with incrcasing zeal on the part of the
cambatatits. It is ta be another war bctwecn tht north
and south, though the fight wili be along the peaceful
lines ai commerce. But, though flit contest must go
on, thtre is nu danger that the narthern force wiil bc
utteriy defeated tuntil the iast forest giant shail have
been laid low, and that nlot by tht might ai tht
southeni foc, but b>' the hand ai its friend, who will
give the last mortal biow, instigated by selfish greed.
White pine will neyer bc crowded out ai tht market by
its southern competitar. There art those who thinuk
otherwise, perhaps, and point ta the rapid displacemenî
af white pine in Kansas by the yellow variet>' as an
evidence that such a thing is possible. But conditions
in that state are exceptional. There cheapness is
great>' in favor ai tht Arkiansas and Texas product.
There, aise, the deniand is main>' for building purposes.
In the aider sections ai the country, where the rcquire-
ment is mare varicd on account ai manufacturers that
consume lumber, white pine holds a place f rom which
it cannot be disiodged so long as a supply can bt
abtained.

Tht peculiar advantage ai wvhite pine is in its iight
vwItight and ils softness and easiness af wvorking..
There is no other waad that can equal it in these
repects. It is also a reliable wood wvhen put in place,
on account ai ius lack ai warping tendencies. Now
that the struggie is fiirly on between tht two great
lumber woo-Is ai the country, it is well enough ta take
a fair look at them b>' comparison, with tht vicw ai
placing each wvhere it properly belongs. Since white
pine is tht kind that is resisting attacti, let us examine
its entrenchments for tht purpase af seeing whether it
can hoid its- position beyond a possibilit>' ai doubt.

There are severai conspicuaus reasans why white
pint will continue ta be in large demand in spite ai any
opposition. The qualities referred to-light %veight
and sotness-render it adaptable ta various kinds ai
manufacture Beginning wih its coarser clualities,
what can equai it for packing boxes? Lightness of
wtight coninends it as a matrial ta ship, in which it
has a great advantage in the cost ai transportation.
It aise works handil>' and tasil>', which is an important
cansideration in a box factory, where nearl>' everything
is done by machiner>' or quick manipulation. The
profits ai box making are small, and depenci on cheap-
ness and adaptability ai material. WVhite pine aiso is
kind ta touls, antd the wear and tvar ai appliances an
that account is iess when white pine is used than in the
e:nployment ai any othcr wood. Furthermore, white
pine can bc used ta tht ver> last and towest gratie
board, s0 that there is no wvaste, and refuse dots not
accumul-at as in the case af yellow pine. It is fre.
quently remarked un thus cit>' that white pune lumber is
always salabît, even dowui ta and inciuding the
foundatian sticks ; nothiuug is wasted. this is because
tht coarser qualîties are available in the manufacture
of boxes, crates and vanocus other thîngs that use up
cheap lumber. Coarse boards arc aise adaptable ta
numerous cutting-up purposes, andi for building and
repairing the poorer class ai structures, sheds, etc. In
fact the coarser and cheaper the stock the readier it
selis in this and ail other important white pine markets.
The like cannai be said ai yeiiowv pine in the present
devolopment ot tht consumptive demand.

When it cames ta tht medium grades, there is an
unrivaled demand for aIl wvhite pine lumber fram four
inches %vide and upiward. It is probable that in the
strip trade white pint is ta suifer most from competition
with southera lumber. For iflaoring, ceiling andi wains-
coting, yellow pine is wvell adaptcd, and it is now bcing
piaced ai all norihern points ai prices that understl
wvhite pine, when tht quality of the respective wpnds is
considercd. Stiti w~hite pine has the adv'antagc in
somte respccts for flooring. Whcre it is ta bc coverecl
b>' carpets inu tht cheaper class ai house, fcncing
îlooring, and No. 2 at that, answers tht purpose, and it
will bc hard work for tht ytliowv pine put-veyors ta
undersell the iower grade ofiwhite. In althe populous

centrcs around the grent lakes, where w~hite piunc is
rcccived b>' watcr, or b>' short raitroati hauts, na ottîtr
chcap strips pan cntircly crowcl it out of markiet. Tht
sharpest rivrlry betwteen tht two kincis of strips iwill be
un tht select and cicar grades. Ycllo% pine flooring and
ceiling, where ail treatment is contemplated, is un-
doubtedly tht better, and witt target>' take the place ai
%%i-iie pine. For siding, white pine will continue ta take
tht lcad, on acrouint ai its wvorkableness, the case with
which it cant b,. put in place, its frcedom from wirp,
and above ahi its adaptability ta transportation at a low
cost. This demand wilI use up a large portion ai tht
select and clear strips that are likel>' ta be put on tht
market. Car building wvili aise continue ta cati for tht
better grades ai strips. Large quantities w'iit aise be
wanted for house finish.

There are certain adaptabilities ai white pine that
will use up tht upper grades ai wide andti hick lumber
white tht supply holcis out. There wvill atways be a
demand for wide cutting-up lumber. In the cast tht
demand for such stock is always pronounced in cenm-
parison with that for other purposes. Thick clears and
selects are wanted for pattern making, scroll ,nork, door
manufacture, etc. Consumers lI continue ta use
wîhite pine because it is sa easy ta work. Cypress andi
Pacific coast cedar and redwaad are rivais with white
pine in the wood-working îndustry, but tht>' can neyer
take possession af the demand in the great interior ai
tht country, or on the eastern seaboard.

Thus aifew ai the special adaptabilities oi white pine
have been gianced at. Less oi this kinti of wvaod witi
b>e cut into framing timber, jaisis and scantling than
hitherta. In fact, the supphy ai dimension in tht lake
region is now largel>' norway, and hemiocti is rising inta
prominence for such purpose. Yellow pine can com-.
mand tht market where freights are not against it.
As southtrn lumber is pusheti mare and mare iat rcog-
nitian îhroughout the northern states, tht tendency wil
be ta saw white pine into boards, in case of coarse legs,
and int thick stuff in case the legs run weii ta cltar
timber. Yellaw pine will make ils way in tht fanri ai
flooring, ceiiing and interior finish, andi that ofiîimber,
joist andi. -antling where tht cost af transportation is
not tao hîgh. WVhite pinew~ill hold its own in tht door
factories, tht box factories and among wood workers
generally. Thus bath woods ill have their sphere. and
tht demanti for wvhite pitie wiil be sufficient ta absorb
tht supply, white that for southern lumber wvill steadil>'
increase. Tht competitian witl go on, but each will
hald positions froni which it cannot be disladged by
the other.-Norilhzesen Lu,,:bt-rman.

LAKE ADITTIBI.
E. B. Borron, Esq., Sîipendary %Magistrate, in his

recent report on that pari of the basin ai Huctson's BIay
belonging ta the Province ai Ontario, in regard ta tht
cultivation ai forests in tht vicînity ai Lake Abittibi
says:

Il Vhatever tise this northern part ai tht Province
may bc vatuabte for, no one wvho has ever visited iî or
rend tht reports ai others wha have, can entertain an>'
reasonable daubt as ta ils fltness ai ai events to grow
trees. Thtse trees may flot bc exactl>' everything that
we could wish eithcr in respect ai kind or quality, but
in the view ai rapidly increasing population and con-
sumptian ai timber on this continent, ai the equal>'
rapid destruction ai its forests, and ai the inadequacy
af tht efforts mnade ta replace thcm, nothing can be
mare certain than that in tht near future an>' kind ai
timber whattver that this vast tenriîory ma>' be capable,
spontantous>' or otherwist, ofiproducing, will be requin.
zd and become of mare or less econornic importance.
In orden ta obtain tht best results, however, tht
judiciaus andi timel>' invention ai man is indispensabhy
necessary. A judicious expenditure in the drainage of
iakes, marshes and swamps, if nat also ai muskegs, in
promoting the growth ai the morte important trees andi
plants and at the sanie time in repressing tht growth
oi those ai leasi value, in tht prevention ai bush fines,
whcne certain ta be huniful, and in tht cautiaus cmu-
playment of fine where iikely ta be beneficiai, as it
sometimes undoubtedl>' is, such an expenditune (how.
ever large) wouid, 1 venil>' believe, in due time bc
returned ta tht, -Provine many fold, in thte vasily
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1 incrcased cxtent of our forests and the better quaity> of
the timber obtained.

Unfortusn.itly. though it 18 easy ta persuade pcoplcs
and iegisiatures to iaunich out in expenditurcs, thc
benefits anhicipatedl front which are imunediate, it is
aimost hopeless ta expect themn ta do so if the rcturns,
however large, are distant or tend ta the advainage
chiefi>', if nat wholly, of posterity. It might flot be

1amiss, howcvcr, ta re-ncunber thant wvhile drawing saJlargciy on the patrimony that has dccended to us in
the niatter of timber it may flot be cither unfair or
unwise ta matie some such provision as 1 have suggest-
cd for the future, even if the benefits anticipated should
fait chiefly ta the share of the children or grandchild-
ren the present generatian. 1 know a fcw instances
in which the borrowing af mont>' necessar and its
prudent and economical expenditure wouid be, 1 shall
flot say as justifiable, but commendable, or which wouid
be fraught with grenier benefls and advantages te
them, even if they should have, ultimateiy, te pay both
the principal and the interest.

WhIoh are the Hardwaadaa?
With the majority ai lumbermen the termn hardwood

includes every thing except white pine, and is accepted
in that sense generally by the trade, though in reality
there are two or three woads, such as buckeye and
Southern wvhite lynn, that are softer than white pine.
Sonte %vriter, we kriw flot who, says : IlThe relative
hardncss af woods is calculated by the hickory which is
the toughest. 'Estimating this nt 100o, we get for pignut
hickory 96, white oak 84, white ask 77, dogwood 75,
scrub oak 73 white hazel 72, apple tree 7, red oak 69,
white beech 65, black walnut 65, blacki birch 62, yellow
and black oak 6o, hard male 56, wvhite elm 58, red
c Mar 56, cherry 5 5, yellow pine s4 chestnut 52, yellov
poplar 51, butternut and white birch 43, and white pîne
35.>

According ta this formula woads possessing a degree
of hardness equal to only about 4o per cent., or less
than that oi hickory, shal flot be classed as hardw.oods.
Such woods ar, however, iimited in quantity, and are
flot af suilcient importance te justify a classification,
and the trade witl continue ta construct hard wood ta
nitan every îhing ecept white pine.

They Cot Here.
Deputy Sherliff Jones, of Detour, anived in Sault Stc

Marie, in a hurry early hast montit, and in conversatian
sîated that Moiles !Srothers of that place, who are
largel>' engaged in lumbering in the vicinit>', had pack-
cd up their goods ta leave for Canada. Hurd &
Houenstein, of Buffalo, held a mantage of S45,ooo on
tht miii of the firm. and it was due in a few days.
About this time the tug Dowling, loadiug two vcssels
fromt Saginaw, ianded ai Detour presumably for a
cargo ai luinber but at night a hundred men conccaied
in tht boats came ashore and began removing ail the
machiner>' ai the miii and movable property on board.
At noon ail %vas taaded exicept the baiter, and the warkz-
men began tearing down the miii. The Sheriif received
notice ta stop the operations at any cost, but no author-
ity was sent. The telephone and teiegraph w ires wvere
cut in three places, and there %vas no communication
with Detour. At midnught aIt was loaded, and thet ug
and vessels wvere saon on their way to Spanish River,
Canada, wvhere the firmi has lately purchased a site.

Blastir Moles to Plant Treea.
"Fec people elsewhere in the wvorld may ever have

heard ai blasting haies ta plant shade or fruit trees-,"
said a cultivator tht other day, Ilyet the practice is
cammon here and shows good resuits. In most places
thcre is found sufficient top soul for that purpose, but
as land has become valuable, people have cast about
for means ta utilize lands wl.ere the coarse sand rock
cornes too near the surface for stxccessful tret planting.
A blast, welput in, creates a pockct for braken rock
mixed with top soit, which fumnishes a basin ta hold
maisture as well as a deeper and couler hold for tht
roots. It is yet ta early ta sa>' what .' Il be the ulti-
mate resulîs aof such planting, but in a climate likt ours,
where a superfluity ai rainfali is flot likely ta occur, il


