LORETTO ABREY.

Reception and Presentation of
Seventeen Young Ladles.

EXPLANATION OF YOWN,

« And overyone that hath left houso
or brethren, or sistors, or fauther, or
mother, or wife, or children, or lunds,
for my name's anke, shall receive a
lundredfold, and shall posscas hife
everlasting”—Matt xix. 2,

‘The mum of all rehigious 18 spirtual
improvement—the life of perfecuon,
the manifestation of this derire 18
loving for God's sahe all Hiw ereatures,
m devoling oneself unspannyly to the
particular service that has been spoct-
ally chosen. At Loretty this special |
vocation 18 the teaching and tramning
of young girls—their prepuration for
a virtuons and useful Itfe n & ancicty
that expects, in the present day, not
only a cultured mind, but accomplish-
ments which follow fashion and winch
demand a keeping up with the times,
The success of the lorctto Nuns
this reapect 18 rewardud by the grati
tude of numbers of their graduates.

It 18 n benelit to the farnthful at
large when the number of  these
devoted, single minded teachs ¥s ts n-
creaged, and i these presaic days of
dollars and cents, 1t 18 witk: pride that
we chronicle the reception of seven
soung ladies, and the profession of
mue novices at Loretto Abbey on the
monung of the 22n1 of I'cbruary.

The chapel was all tou small for
the occasion.  The friends of the
newly-received and professed filled the

seals of one balf of the chapel the
students were crowded into the o her
balf—while wterested guests uver
flowed into the uisles, the nuna' stalis,
and out 1nto the pagsages.

. The ceremony was presided over by
his Grace tho Archbishop of Toronto,
assisted by Mgr. Heenan of Haunlton
and Dr. Flannery of St. Thomas. In
the sunctuary also wero Father Danne
of Chicago, brother of one of the pro
fessed, Dr. Breen of Rochester, Dean
Harris of 5t. Catharines, Very Rev, J.
.7’. McCann, Fathers Murray, McBrady,
Cruise, Carberry, Coyle, McEntee,
Walsh, Fleming and ITinchey.

Amoag the laity were Mr. Fiun of
.\‘Ionueal, Mr. and Mrs. Carroll of
Guelph, Mr. and the Misses Kavanagh
of Hamilton, Miss Hoskin, Miss 1 oy,
Mrs. P. Burns, Mrs. Dwyer, Mrs. Foy,
Mrs. ;. G. McPherson, Mrs. Madden,
Mrs. McKenna, Mrs. Kavanagh, Mrs,
McLaughlin, Mrs. Roesler, Miss Lee,
Mra. McTavish, Mr. W. T. L.ce, Mrs.
May, Miss May, Miss Michie, Mrs.

Taylor, Mrs. Thurston, Miss Cou
sineay, Mrs. L. Cosgrave.
There is but one ceremony that is
to the female mind as interesting as a

lbarriage ceremony and that is a
Rchguo‘us Reception which is indeed
a Diurriage cercmony too, and so can
Scarce be said to divide interest. A
perceptiblo tremor of excitement ran
through the assembled congregation
when & hundred fresh young voices
filled the chapel with the fanuliar
Litany of the Blessed Virgin; such
carnest singing stimulated the visitors
lo join in tho petitions, while the
beautiful English hymns from the
Roman Hym_:al testified that the
students of Loretto Abbey enjoyed in
18 fullness congregationsl singing.
_The young ladies, who for the last
Six wonths have been serving the pro
bation required before reception, enter-
ed the chapel clegantly attirod, as
befitted their station in the world, in
bridal costume. The long court trains
were carried by the dainty little angels
—maids of honor—of whom there
were oighteen.

..Miss Carrol of Guelph, in religion
Sister Mary Viotor, was attended by
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Kennn;  Miss Mahon, in  religion
Sister Phillippn, Misses Meck, Flogsie
MeKuy and Adelo Dwyer ; Miss Gar-
Iand, in religion Siwster Mary Lows,
Musnes Lwmse McPherson, Sunpson
and \Watson ; Miss Cogan, Sister Mary
Jerome, I Roesler and Mona Me
Laughlin, Miss () Brien, Sister Mary
Alexas, Misses Clangy and Foy, Miss
('Connor, Sister Mary Llizaboth,
Misses Bertie Genercux, Allie Rooney,
Miss Muthows, Sister Linda.

Following theso came the novices,
desirous to miake therr vows, lighted
cundlea in their hands reminding one
of the seven wise virgins, and imme
dintely afrer these Rov. Mother Mary
Ignatin  Lynn, Superior, Assistant
Mothier Aloysius Gonaga and Mother
Dlorithien, Mistress of Novices. Slowly
the procession moved to the steps of
tho sanctuary where those who wero
to be received knelt while the youthful
congregs ion sang the hymn, ¢ Mo*her
af God.” The *« Veni Creator * was
then sung and ut s conclugion the
Viry Rev. J. 3. MeCann preached an
cloquent sermon uppropriate to the
occusion, congratulating the Sisters on
having chosen the better part, and
contrasting the hfe of the religious
who drank from the fountain of grace
with that of the worldling who has
buslt for him-elf ¢* broken cisterns.”

At the conclusion of the sermon the
postulants kneeling publicly expressed
to the inguiring Archbishop their
deswee to be received.  He questioned
them as to thear knowledge of the
hfe they wish to embrace und told
thens to change their worldly garments
for those of & rebigious. All retired
to return divested of all the superiiui.
ties of the world - an object lesson m
the renvuncement the religioua life
demands.  The Archibishop handed
to cach her vell, symbol of modesty,
which was pinned in place by the
Rev Mother ; the girdle, the symbol
of chastity, was then given to evach
and borne by her to the Rev. Mother,
who fastened it i place ; the Rosary,
the pludge of devotion to the Blessed
Mother of God, was given in hke
manner. All prostrated themselves
while the Archbishop invoked the
Haoly Spinit to descend to give the
grace of perseverance in their vocation.
Such s the reception into the ovitiate
where the novice must remain a least
two vears, during which time sh: Lo
cotes thoroughly conversant with the
constitnt on of the institute, being at
the same time at perfect liberty to
depart should she feel that her happi-
ness does not lie in that particular
state of life.

1hose who were to make their vows
now approached the sanctuary steps,
were questioned by the Archbishop as
to their desires and received from hiin
the veil of profession in which they
were invested by the Rev. Mother.

The crucitix and silver ring were
similarly given, the Rev. Mother plac
ing the ring on the third finger of the
left hand. signifyiog the recipients had
become spouses of the Christ whose
image they would always carry with
them in the crucifix.

Mass was now celebrated by the
Rev. Father Coyle of Dixie. At the
Offertory ** Ave Trinitatis Sacrarium
by De Witt was magnificently sung.
The English hymn « O Lord I am
not wortky” was rendered most devo-
tionally by the congregation sfter the
Conaccration. Just before the Com-
munion each nun read alond in turn
her vows of poverty, chastity and
obedience, and subecribed to tkem in
the presence of the Archbishop the
clergy, and the assembled people. The
Archbishop received _be vows promis-
ing eternal happiness for their faithful
fulfillment. Holy Communion was
received by the nuns who had thus
rasde their solemn profession. At the
conclugion of Mass the congregation
joined with the clergy in singing the
Tbanksgiving hymn in English “Holy
God we Praise Thy Namec.”

Missca McElderry, Dovaney and Me-

A word as to the vows of a roligious.

By tho vow of poverty evorything is
given up to n common fund from which
ull are served alike according to their
neeessitica. This enwures equality and
teaches humility. By chastity, the
heart and its affections are given un
conditicnally and wholly to Our Lord
Jesus Christ. By obedience, cheerful
and promnt submission 18 promised to
an authority that cannot be despotie,
but that is obedient itself to the rules
of the Constitution.

The Abbey 18 to be congratulated
on the excellence of the music render-
ed, the most pleasing feature of which
was thie perfect ginging of the boarders
ax a congregation. If Loretto con
tinues to thus tramn her young ludies
the difficulties of congr gational sing-
ing 1 this countrs will zoon dis-
appear.

The ceremony wa~ concluded at
noon, when a sumptuous repast was
served the Archbichiop and clergy,
and also the many fricuds of the
connnunity. 1. O'S.
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The Catholic \ vung Ladiea’ Literary As.
sociation entertained their numeranun friendn
to a Literary and Musical fuast on Wednes
day eveniog laat.  ‘1hoe principal feature of
the evening wasalecture by Mr ), C. Walsh
which wrs much appreciated by the sudi
ence. 1 s subjeot wan ** D’Arcy Mcetioe”
Rov, Vathee Haydeu tillcd the positioa of
Chairman in an adatirable manner aud his
witty remarks ccoasioned many a hearty
laugh.

Among those who took part iu the pro
gramme were the Misses Moylan, Lawlor,
Dunn, Mint,, O'Donahoe. Mottram and
Kelly, P’rof. Buohuer and Mevars Coatello,
Gillogly and Mottramn, ‘The selections were
all well rendered and a very pleasant c¢ven-
iug was spent.
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Branch 49 presented an address to Viear
tieneral McCann, theirnew spiritual adviser,
at their last meeting. Among tho-e present
weve P, 1. Rooney and .Jar, O'Hearn who
delivered addresees. The presentation was
made by J. J. Lands. I his reply Father
McCann spoke in terms of high appreciation
of the work of the C M. B. A,

A brench was organiz-d ia the City of
Fredericton N. B. last week, when the follow-
ing Olticers were elected. .

Rev. Fr. E. Savage, Spiritual Adviser:
Professor Belleveau, President; Professor
Stockley, first Vice President; Dr. Serry,
second Vioce President; H. . Nealis, Rec.
Sec'y.; Peter Farrell, Ass Sec'y ;.J. Frauk
(wens, Fin, Sec’y ; \WWm. H, Carten, Trea.
surer; W. J. Dancan, Marshal, James E.
Carten, Guard ; Board of trustees, Rev J. P,
Hirman, John Donohue, .J. F. McGinnis,
John O’'Neil and John McCloskey.

It was iostituted oy I’. .1 O'Keefe, Egq,,
Grand Deputy for the Maritime Provioces,
arsiated by M. McDade of St. John: it was
a moat enthusisstic meeting and has started
with a large membership, making thefortieth
Branchin these Provinoes : excellent speeches
were made by the Grand Deputv, Father
Savage, J. P. Venoit, M.P.P., Professors
Stockley and Belleveau, and others. The
mesting broke up after haviug forned and
firmly uublichetr this flourishiog branch of
the Order where it bas beeis badly needed.
The keeneat iuterest ia taken by all coa-
cerned, and there ie overy prospect of its
growing rapidly under such otlicera as are
on the list ; Catholics have long felt the
want of this Order here and coming as it
has, it has come to remain and to be appre-
ciated. It is called ** St. Dunstaus™ and
has the No. 243.

s

E. B A,

ST. Hxrxs's Cikere, No. 2, TorosTO.

At their last mecting initiated three mem
bers and received theapplication for member
ship from three candidates. They had a
very succesful meeting and are taking great
intereat in the concert on St. Datrick's Day
for St. Helea's Church Fund. Miss Graham,
oue of their number, will take charge of the

me, Sheis one of the best Pianists

city.
DavatT Brasen, No. 1.

Initiated one member and recevived one
application. They clected a very etficient
committes t0 carry out the arrangements for
the ooucert to be held in the Y. M. C. A.
Hall, Queenst. West, on March 1S¢h, for the
bevetit oi St. Helen's Church Fund.

A large attendanoe, and lots of enthusiasm
were features of the regular meeting of
Sarsfield Branch. Bro, Neville of Branch

2, who was present, made the aciusintance
of over fifty members who were in attend.
anoe; sins applioatiots for membership
were received and handed to the Executive
Committes for their consideration, The

of

Chaplain, Rev. Canon McCarthy, deliver.
ed a longthy address, in tho course of which,
he congratulated the Bro*hers on the rapid
progress they were making, and the buesiness
like way in which the atlairs of the Branch
were carricd on § {rom his own peravnal ex-
rerlonoo as Pastor of St. Bridget's Parish,
16 could vouch for the splondid work being
done by the members socially snd frater-
aally. The Ewmerald Beneticial Association
commended iteel! to hun in an cepecial
manaer, from the fact, that tho ecale of pay.
ments were 20 arranged that itsuitrd every-
ono’s means ; the working man could hero
have sick and funcral benetit at small cost,
even if he could not atford 1naurance, but if
ho deaired Insurance he could have itin a
small or largo sum for a emall monthly pay
ment. He coucluded by urgmg all present to
make cvery «ffurt to carcy vn the grand
work of the Suciety.  You hasve, said he, the
authority and mivice of our Holy Father the
Pope, aud what wmore encouragement to
Catholics 18 needed. A hearty vote of
thanke, was tendered the Res. Father, on
motion of Bro Benuett, seconded by Bro.
Deitz, for the kindly interest ho had alwsys
evinoved in tho workings of the Branch and
for +he sound ructlcal advise he had given.
Then followed an ioteresting programme,
Bro, John .I. O'Connor's contribution, in ex.
ocllent voice, of a ** Baritone N)lo™ iedesery-
ing of the greateat praise, aud Bro. Clarke's
splendidly given ** Reading.' also establi
shes his reputation as a frequent coutributor
to the Branch programines. It may be here
mentioned that the fcaturc Recreation is
becomirg tore interesting at cach succeed
ing meeting, and that Sarsficld No. 25,
bids fair to become the bauner Branch, of
the descrvedly popular and now fast grow
ing, Emorald Benetical Associstion.
W Lave, G S, 1.4 0,
— - -
At. Juhin, N. 8

Mecaars. ‘1. O'Brien & Co., the well known
Catholic booksellers, stationers, etc., at Nt.
Jehn, N.B., are our agents in that city for
Tux CatioLic Revistek.  They are author-
ized to recetve subscriptions and rencwale
from present subscribets  Single copies can
slways

There is much in the Big
S1okE to make a rough or wet
day go swiftly, and the cold
days are as good as any for
comfortable shoppmg.  The
trolleys come down from every
direction-—and once here you
will find full scope for all your
wants.

DRESS GOODS.

45 inch all wool Heariettas, 43¢, for.. 32ic,
44 inch all wool Serges, 60c, for. ...\

44 inch all wool Fancys, 75¢, for.... - 83ce
44 inch all wool Whipcords, 50c, for*
41 inch all wool T'weeds, 60c, for .... 40c.
44 inch all wool Tweeds .......... . 30c.
44 inch Navy aud Black Coating 73c,
for....... e ieeaees e,
44 inch Panama Cloth, Sdc, for...... 50c.
48 inch Scotch Tweed, 21.23, for..... 6hc.

Scotch Tweed, Silk nicker, $1.50, for.$1.10,
Scotch Tweed, check eflects, very
stylish............ coeiiane. .
Newand fresh goods, very
special value too, look at

the price again.

P -

75¢.

Have First of the Season,

Arrived  English Prints, 323,
pricc 10 and 123c.

& [ R. SIMPSON,

170, 172, 134, 176, 178, Yonge 8t. 1 and

Mere. S Queen St. Weut, Toronto,



