
[FOR THIE HIALIFAX MONTIS1 itAIL

Ttir iand8man, whlo occnit-onaliy traverse% the %vide lielîd ot
Ocean, secs ffiw minute objects in his path so interrsting a- th(.
Nautilus. lit seem8 a specimen of ivattrai istory, whirh Iigi]cS
the finny wvith the winged tribes ; anîd cither mimuicliq the ihîven
tions ef man, ôr is (lie prototype of hiq Il çea girt citattel4,
his Il white saii'd ships.'' Whcn the tati ship is ptrim g: iiit 91e.
dy course on the mid-aîîlantic, tlic gazer %vhso rrctirie4 oi-fr the
bulwark, ivatcluing bis vcssei's course, iýs frcequently gratilivil by
the appearance ofthose minute marinprs. They sccm In ini-
tate thc spiendor as weil as thn innyementq of' the qliip, aînd
drive as fcarlessly over the mighty deep, as the thuiffer irinedi
leviathans of Great, iritain. The size of this beautiiul manrine
animal seems but a fèew inches on its dhiflérent surfiîces---tht' part
rcsting in the watcr, is skifflshapted--from whlch it may be p~lain-
]y seen to shoot up Lna like membranes ; frrm these other coinl-
pnrtments unionl, and catching the breeze, ail till likie a perfect Il t-
tic sait, anid bear the huit onýiard with considerable rupidity. They
frequcntly seemn to peî'form the evolutions of tacking, by rapidly
shifting the position of thieir salis; and as far as could be ascer-
tained, on rather a distant examination, liait much p)erflection in
locomotive poivcr. Independent of the verv curions structure
and movements of those fRiry ships, their àppearance is vcry
attractive. Their sRils and bull seem to have a crystaline transpa-
rency, th-rough which most lovely shades of purfflc font ; ch-ang.
ing accordmng to position, froni the delicate violet to the deep
açden( crimson. I'as, nOýt a~tlwst thleV PnssCese th'e
usual organs of insect tribes, that thcy hiad perception, and voli-
tion, uîntiI i ivas coTIvirICed by an cxperiment-I rathier thoughit
that they svere of the species of st;fr fish, and those other passi ve
tribes, which secm more lilce occan funguses possessed ofpeculi:ur
vegetable lit«é, than animais. 1 conjectured that the mnovenient of
their sails, rniit be the niere action of the air oi) vcry delicatc
membranes, and that, tl~e Nautiluas wvere more like beauteous
î%veeds w

Filun- fromn the rock, on occan foamn, te sail
lW!crc'er the surge may swcep, the temapest's breaUî prevail,

Ilian cl m navigators. With these depreciatory Mdens of tht'
animation and mechanism of the nautiios, 1 had no conception ot
its possessing pugnaclous qualitics, or that it could defend or ai-
tack as occasion wight require. The sailor, 1Izlncwy, callcd the
little fi.iry skiff a Il Portuguese niatn-ot'>var," an:! 1 supposed the
Itrm vague, or applied in ridicule. But, an experiment, as 1


