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JUSTICE SILENCE.

ivants bo say, and we ail know that this
is one of tlie most beautiful characteristics
of the perfect judge. Before him the
youtliful limb of the law may lay down
the most novel doctrine witliout fear of
contradiction, andi may indulge to bis
lieart's content that fondness for tliorougli-
ness anti "4first principles " wliicli dis-

tinguishes youtliful limbs, as in the case
of the one wlio in nuoving fer a "lFinal
Order" began witli a sketch of the juris-
diction of the Court of Cliancery. Silence
neyer descends to undignifled contention
with counasel, nor does lie take a maliguuant
pleasure in spoiling their neatest proposi-
tions with untimcly anti eMbarrassingr
queries. In truth hie feels no over-ween-
ing confidence in bis owu legal abilities,
anti discreetly forbears to meddtle Nvith
points of law. Lu tliis lie presents a
striking contrast to Justice Shallow, who
is always rusjiing recklessly into argument,
only to lose himself in a maze of reason-
ing, anti to expose himself to scoru and
derision. It is thus that Shallow is be-
trayeti into such startling dicta as that
the Statutes of Limitation are not in force
in this province, or thiat a man who swears
on a Roman Catliolic Bible is legally dis-
qualifieti from speaking the trutb. Again,
while Shallow's passion for tallking, anti
the sense of lis impoitance lead iim to
aggravate the punishment loie about to
iiflict upon offenders, by sourging them
freely with bis tonguie, Silence adds no
sncb unkindnese. Hie acts upon counsel
sucli as the gooti Don Quixote gave
to Sancho Panza, wlien about to as-
sume thie government of his isianti:
"4Him you are to punisli with dceds, do
not evil-entreat with wotis; for the pain
of the punishment is enougli for the poor
wretch to bear, without the addition of ill
language." Dy sncb a course does Silence

ab conduce to bis reputation, for the public
wlofrequent the magristrate's court love

lfair play, and take a respectful interest in
criminals. The thouglesa complain

that Justice Silence is aggravatingly sloW
in making up his mind; but so was Lord
Eldon, who was a respectable judge, and
slowness is necessary bo caution. But if
he i8 slow in coming bo a decision, havirig
decided, lie is inunovable. When the

*dread sentence, coucheti in the fewest
possible words, has passed his lips, DO,
law of the Medes andi Persians was ever
more irrevocable. The decision, delivered
with the firmness of conviction andi after
patient hearing, satisfies the public minde
and is neyer weakened by the indiscre-
tion, on the Justice's part, of explaining
the reasons on wvhich. it is based.

A gencral officer in the army, a friend
of Lord Mansfield's, once camne to that
great man saying that lie had just beell
appointed Governor of one of the West
India Islands. This, lie said, made hl'
very happy tili lie found lie wvas not onlY
to be Comimalider'-in-Ciiief, for which he
thouglit himself not unfit, but that lie 'W85

also requireti to sit as Chancellor and de-
cide cases, wliereas lie w'as ntterly ignoraxit
of law, andi had neyer been in a court O
j ustice in bis life. llow lie was to pel'
form bis judicial duti(!s -%vitli decent suc-
cess lie was troubled to think. "lBe O
good cheer," saiti Lord Mansfield ; Il takO
my advice, anti you will be reckoned a geab
judge as well as a great commander'
-Nothing is more easy. Only liear both
sides pati ently:; thon consider what you
think justice requires, and decide acco 'rd'
ingly. But -never give your reasong-.
for your judgment will probably be right1
but y0ur reasons will certainly be, wrofl$
Here, then, we have the great secret o

magisterial success--" neyer give r68e
ons.") Lt is by pursuing a course like t1it
suggested by Lord Mansfield bo lis friefid'
that Justice Silence lias gained a 'WOU'
merited. fame. The Justice who liOPs
for a siinilar reputation, must oft
himself to the model of this respect3bî8
man: must emulate lis patience,

jgravity, and bis reticence. By stea3~
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