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The B3ills which have sol far been intro-

duced are 'only five in number; how

rnany more are comning we do not know.
Four of thein are respectiug conveyances

bymarricd woinefl, and one is to amnend
the act to sécure te wives and children

the benefit of assurance on the lives of
their husb ands and parents. The most

comprehiensive and logical of the first batch
would, by its first section, give a married

woman full power to convey lier real
estate or chattels by any forai of con-

veyance by wbich, if she were a femmne
sole, she could convey the saine without
the consent of her husband, and without
any examination before any judge, or

a ny other man, in the saine way as if sho
wvere sole and unmarried. (It is perliaps
,defective in not provîding that the wouild
be granitor should, before excecuting any
conveyance, obtaia the consent ini writing
of at least two of bier feinale bosoin
friends, with their coincidimg reasonsl
a 1ppenided thereto. We throw out this sug-
gestion as likely te prevent undue haste.>
The second section sitnply abolisiies ton-
ancy by the courtesy. Anothor Bill
would render the concurrence of the huns-

band tinnecessary in the case of lis being
-a lunatie, idiot, in prison, beyond seas,

living apart from his wife by mutual con-
sent, or incapable of executing a deed
from any other cause whatever, provided
only that the county judge must dispense
with sucli concurrence. Another Bill
would make a somewhat similar provision,
requirinig however the consent of a judge
of cine of the superior courts. The ra-
rnaining provisions in thocse auJ other
Bis are intended to ,et ri(. of any pos-
sible objection to conve vv by iîie t
womien, whue there mity have beeil dofect-
ive executieni uder proviens statutos.
Such mensuires a,> these, if careful provi-
sien be made to prevent injustice, are in
the main unobjectionable.

>*We do not pretend, te dony that thoe
lias been much cause for some provision

to emancipate a woman front a h»sband

who reduces his wife and'childreui to
beggary and starvatio n, and aquanders his
and their earnings in drink, or for a measure

which, if possible, might protect the wifé
frein ahusband's>brutality. But we must
implore a little caution before crude Bis

are rushed through the House with break-
neck speed :resulting in acts whieh,
tend not only to loosen the matri-
monial tic, but which disarrange the lawB
of property, open the door te ahl sorts of
fraud, and make those very married
women whom it is designed te protect the
prey of desiguing wolves in sheep8'
clothingu.

Looking at the remedial clauses in soma
cf the Acts aud Bis we have referred te,
one is apt te exclaim how was it possible

for married womeu to have existed ho-
fore such legisiation. If tie provision%
therein contained are really necessary te
do justice te the rights of married women
in the past, they must have been indeed a
downtrodden race. But modern history
fails te show that such was their condition,
except in peculiar cases which have been
guarded against as fuily as would seemi
possible in such a delicate matter. The
danger of speculative legisiation is that
abuses wiIl bie created where none nowr
exist, and this is a danger which " 1pren-
tice hands " at legisiationi seem te over-
look.

In many respects the old Common Law

under which our mothers, grandrnothers,
and great grandmothers lived and died
w'as the perfection of reason. Le-gisiationt
of a social character wherc ne such logis-
latien is needed is the perfection of folly,
iiet te sav rnadness. We think there bias

ialready been tee miich senitirnentalisas on
legislatien as te miarried wotuei. V/e

jdoubt miiei if their happiness is at al
iikely te hoe promnoted by legisiation which

they do siot want, which thev have net
asked, aud which when obtaîned will be but

littie uscd, except for purposes of fraud-


