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has comle ashore to seek sustenance for r

his miserable body froni the grass anda
withered. vegetation. At the crealcinga
of my pail.handle 11e shows himself a

aud froni the point 0! the wiilowa a f
f ew yards distant 11e sprmngs Into the b
air and heading lakeward again flies
feebly out across the snow-covered ice-
aheet. Cold, cheerless, terrible pros-I
peet 1

The picture of the freeze-up is in
the making to-day; its story is beiug
wrltteu plain. The center of interest
is in mid-lake and ail other details are
incidentais merely to the play there.
A mile £romi shore across the white
ice-fleld hanga a slîght hazy cloud-
bauk, the black water smokes below
and sends up its steaining contribu-
tions to hold the vapour above. This is
where the deeper water, stiil warm
with the potential heat o! the kinder
season, defies the North and resÎsts
stubbornly. Dark stringsand Unes of
dots at intervals may be seen speeding
above or through the haze for a
moment aud then settling again into
the dark water-ducks: the rear-
guard of the hardy ones o! the tribe.
Most probably these are bluebils; for
like the zuailards these cold-lovig
chapa hold to the North as long as
they eau liud an open water-
hole lu which they can dive for
their pond-weed food aud inci-
dentaily keep warm. For how-
ever much it may make us shud-
der to coutemplate naked feet lu
icy water, it must be admitted that at
Ieast it la warmer than out lu the air
where the temperature is actually
freezing; so perbaps the duehsansd
geese aud muskrats and snu others as
atay immersed lu stiugig weather,
after ail have the best o! it.

There is more to seen at the black
water-hole lu the distance. On the ice
are dotted groupa, big whitedos

smal witedots, and big asu U

black dots and blotches with a singlE
one of each here and there alone; and
to oue who has watched the lake loný

at thia critical time, the story is vez3
plain. The big white objeets grouPec
are whîstling swsfls, restiiig while~ ci

oute for more southerly waters, or
wraiting more happy weatlier; ther
ialler and scattered white objects

ire snow geese,' straYS, cripple8, un-
ortunates,' vietima of gunners, lef t
>ehind when their noîsy legions,
treamed away southward but yester-
lay. The big, black-dotted string-
here are three or four of thein-are
Canada gray geese; like the swans,
they too are walýîg in hope of better
things. The louely, big black dots
are unfortuflates among the gray

geese; the ciose-paeked. rank of small
dark dots denotes a stubborw mallard
score, mnostly drakes, also beut on
stay* it tîli the last; and the seattered
solitary things of amil stature are.
duck eripples, the lame and hait, also
sufferers on account of men who make
poor shooting. FOr it is the law that
the laine and hait shall sit apart. Ah,
this mucli of the tale of the water-bole
may be guessed easlly to-day; th£'
rest will be a dreadft'l reality On the
iuorroW.

At about nine a. mi. by the dlock, or
yvhen the low sun to south-eastward îa
warniing the heavy sky guns begin t»
boom to southward fromn the big
mars11 beyoud the woods. Two double
guns flring quickly at jutervals and
intermittent strings of hurrying ducka
apeedmng froni behind the timber to-
ward mnid-lake tell with force aud
eloqueuce what la happening there.
The deep-water marah lying warmly
muffied in its rush aud reed-brakes
always staves off the baud of winter
as long as the lake does; and here the
mallards 11ad made bivouac and
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