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Mr. IIKXKI BOITRASSA (Lnbelle). Tin» 
linn. Minister of the Interior (Mr. Oliver) 
Inis grown eloquent to :t degree seldom 
known in this House. It is one of the tirst 
times Hint I have noticed that lion, gentle­
man abandoning the stern path of logic to 
adopt the high toned and not well defined 
way of grandiloquence In order to avoid a 
straight Issue. 1 was surprised, more espe­
cially at one of the statement's of the lion, 
gentleman, when lie said that the speech 
of my lion, friend (Mr. Armand 1.a vergue)

which to him seemed to have lasted an 
hour and a half, whilst in fact it was only 
three-quarters of an hour—was full of In­
accuracies. and that in his hour and a quar­
ter speech In- has not found It proper to 
dispel any of these so-called Inaccuracies. 
Before reviewing the speech of the lion, 
gentleman. 1 will remind the House of 
some of Hie facts stated by the lion, mem­
ber for Moiilniagny (Mr. Armand l.uvevgne) 
which the minister has not deigned to

The lion, member stated that the North 
Atlantic Trailing Company's contract had 
been made ny the government as a change 
from the policy of paying bonuses to hook­
ing agents, and that, according to the de­
claration made last year by the minister 
himself. This has been stated by the lion, 
mi-inher- for Montmagny (Mr. Armand l.a- 
vei-gne), and not refuted or denied by the 
minister.

"1 in- lion, member for Montmagny stated 
that tin- policy of paying bonuses had 
provnl. under the operation of the North 
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Atlantic Trading Company, to bo a failure. 
This has not only not been denied, but it 
has been admitted and ratified by the min­
ister.

The hon. member for Montmagny (Mr. 
Armand I.a vergue) stated that the policy 
of paying bonuses to immigrants had a ten­
dency in bring it lmd instead of a good 
class of immigrants. This has not been 
denied, but reiterated as a reason for the 
cancelling of the contract with the North 
Atlantic Trading Company.

The hon. member for Montmagny (Mr. 
Armand La vergue) stated that the system 
was a bad one. The minister has not 
denied the fact ; he has simply tried to 
evade the issue by saying that tills system 
was no longer in existence under the pre­
sent order in council. The minister has 
tried to quibble with words by stating that 
there was no contract; but when a ques- 
llon was put to him by tin- hon. member 
for Montmagny (Mr. Armand I.avergue) he 
was obliged to admit that, under this order 
in council, he would enter Into a tacit con­
tract with booking agents. Instead op 
making the case better, it simply makes It 
worse : because the people of Canada are 
sick of tacit contracts, secret contracts ; 
what they want is a fixed, determined and 
public policy in immigration as well as in 
anything else.

The lion, member for Montmagny (Mr. 
Armand La vergue) staled that tile result 
of such a policy was to bring a large num­
ber of people into this country whom we 
could not assimilate. The minister has not


