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our stock of provisions, completed the train. We set out on

the morning of the 10th, which happened to be Friday, a

circumstance which our men did not fail to remember and re-

call during tho hardships and vexations of the ensuing jour-

ney. Mr. Cyprian Chouteau, to whose kindness, during our

stay at his house, we were much indebted, accompanied us

several miles on our way, until we met an Indian, whom ho

had engaged to conduct us on the first thirty or forty miles,

where he was to consign us to the ocean of prairie, which, we
were told, stretched without interruption almost to the base of

the Rocky Mountains.

From the belt of wood which borders the Kansas, in which

we had passed several good-looking Indian farms, we suddenly

emerged on the prairies, which received us at the outset with

some of their striking characteristics ; for here and there rode

an Indian, and but a few miles distant heavy clouds of smoke

were rolling before the fire. In about ten miles we reached

the Santa F6 road, along which we continued for a short time,

and encamped early on a small stream—having traveled about

eleven miles. During our journey, it was the customary

practice to encamp an hour or two before sunset, when the

carts were disposed so as to form a sort of barricade around a

circle some eighty yards in diameter. The tents were pitched,

and the horses hobbled and turned loose to graze ; and but a

few minutes elapsed before the cooks of the messes, of which

there were four, were busily engaged in preparing the evening

meal. At nightfall, the horses, mules, and oxen were driven

in and picketed,—that is, secured by a halter, of which one

end was tied to a small steel-shod picket, and driven into the

ground ; the halter being twenty or thirty feet long, which en-

abled them to obtain a little food during the night. When we
had reached a part of the country where such a precaution

Decamo necessary, the carts being regularly arranged for de-

tending the camp, guard was mounted at eight o'clock, con-

sisting of three men, who were relieved every two hours—the

morning-watch being horse-guard for the day. At dayMnpidk

the camp was roused, the animals turned loose to graze, aira^

breakfast generally over between six and seven o'clock, when


