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AN occafion truly folemn has affemblcd us this

day ; and, that your actention may be alike fo-

lemn and ferious, hear, in the firil place, the voice of

eternal Truth—** It is better to go to the Houfe of
•* Mourning than to the Houfe o7 Feafting ;" for-—
** None of us livefb to himfelf, aod no man dietb to
** himfelf."—

But there are (bme men, illuminated with a purer ra^

•f divinity—Patriots of the firft magnitude—who, in a

peculiar fenfe, may be faid to live and die, not to them-
selves, but to others ; and confcquently to him who is

the author of all goodnefs. £ndow'd with that fupe-

rior excellence which does honor to our whole fpecies,

the virtuous of every nation claim kindred with them ;

and the general interefts of humanity are concern'd in

their character.

l» veneration of fuch men, to exchange the accuf-

tomed walks of pleafure for the Houfe of Mourning ;

to bedew its facred recefTes with ttars of gratitude to

their memory 5 to drive, if poflible, to catch fome por-

tion of their etbereal Spirit, as it mounts from this earth-

ly fphere^ into perfed union with congenial spirits above

-—is a laudable cuftom, coeval with fociety, and fandi-

fied to us by the example of the wileft nations.

It was the manner of the Egyptions, the fathers of

arts and fcience, not only to celebrate the names, but

to embalm the bodies, of their deceafed heroes, that

they might be long preferv'd in public fiew, as exam-

ples of virtue
i,
and» although ^^ dead, yet fpeaking."
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